

INDIAN & 
BANGLADESHI 
CUISINE 

Restaurant 
& Takeaway 


Bridgend & Porthcawl 


Enjoy a change of venue and cuisine for 

VALENTINE’S DAY i# 

w and MOTHERS’ DAY (I Oth March) 

Open: 6-1 I pm Sun toThurs;6-l 1.30pm Fri to Sat; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon to 4pm. * 

104-106 Pisgah St, Kenfig Hill, ji 
Bridgend CF33 6DA 

Ample Parking 

Tel: (01656) 743123/744267 
www.bengalounge.co.uk 


“Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 
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See feature on 
pages 26-28 

Turning 
point for 

Wales? 

See Back Page Comment 


Men walk 
free after 
their victim 
suffers a 
brain injury 


TWO young men 
who were involved 
in an attack in 
which the victim 
suffered a brain 
injury and a frac¬ 
tured skull have 


walked free from 
Cardiff Crown 
Court, writes AJ 
Sicluna. 

Jamie Williams, 21, 
of Deri Avenue, 
Pencoed, a carpenter, 


Gavel Valuers & Auctioneers 

Upon instructions from Vaughan Jones of PJG Recovery 
Joint Liquidator of Vale Construction Wales Limited 
in Liquidation and Others 



UNRESERVED PUBLIC ONLINE AUCTION 

Lots comprising:2008 Volvo ECR88 Excavator, 

JCB 8018 1.5 Ton Mini Excavator, 2002 DAF FAT 
75CF.290 6x4 26 Ton Tipper with Grab, ‘04 & ‘05 Ford 
Connect Vans, ‘04 LDV 400 Tipper, Mitsubishi Pajero 
2.8 LWB 4x4. Ifor Williams GX160 3500kg Excavator 
Trailer, 2250 & 950 Ltr Road Tow Bowsers, Fuel Flasks, 
GAMIC 4 Wheeled Tipping Trailer, HERAS Fencing. 
Concrete Shuttering Equipment, Hand Tools, Spill Kits, 
Building Materials. 

SALE DETAILS: 

Online Auction Open Now, First Lot Closes from 10am, 21 February 2013 
Public Viewing: 20 Februay 2013 between 10am until H.OOhrs 
Location: Unit 45 Tumulus 1 Nay, Llandow Industrial Estate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7PB & Newton Powys 

Full Colour Catalogue at www.gavelauctioneers.com 
Telephone: +44 (0) 29 21 68 00 69 


and Keegan Rees, 20, a 
roofer of Hendre Road, 
Pencoed, both with no 
previous convictions, 
admitted inflicting 
grievous bodily harm on 
electrical technician 
Liam Morgan. 

Each was sentenced 
to 32 weeks custody, 
suspended for 12 
months. 

They were also made 
subject to a 16-week 
curfew from 8pm to 6am 
and they were ordered to 
carry out 200 hours 
unpaid work. 

Each was ordered to 
pay Mr Morgan £2,500 
compensation. 

In a statement read to 
the court, Mr Morgan 
said he could not forgive 
those who attacked him 
and wanted them to go 
into custody. 

Judge Eleri Rees said: 
“What we have heard 
today is the classic illus¬ 
tration of how dangerous 
it is when young men, 
fuelled by alcohol, start 
arguing with each other 
and become aggressive 
after coming out of pubs 
and clubs”. 

She added: “Not a 
week goes by without 
the courts hearing such a 
scenario”. 

She said Mr Morgan, 
a fit family man, a 
sportsman, and able to 
take responsibility, felt 
his life had been ruined. 

He could not work for 
seven months after the 
attack. 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said that on July 
14, there was an incident 
in Derwen Road, 
Bridgend, after a group 
had been ejected from a 
bar. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3 


Porthcawl Comprehensive Superstars! 



Porthcawl man 
set fire to home 
after attacking 

his ivjfe - see page 3 
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Driving School Ltd 

S OFFER L 1st 2 Hours £21.98 
£19 per hour 

Plus Block Booking & Student Discounts J 

Learn from 14 years of age on our 
special facility close to Bridgend. 
Trailer Towing Lessons also available. 
Order by phone or via our website 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Can’t Sing, 
Won’t Sing 
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Few more extra days in 
February could have 
helped Canterbury Bill! 


Y OU never 
quite know 
what is com¬ 
ing your way as an 
MP and time seems 
to shrink as you try 
and cram more and 
more into each day. 

I have one correspon¬ 
dent who wants me to 
arrange for February to 
be expanded to 31 days 
to reduce tension and 
stress in people’s lives. 

I have some sympathy 
with the idea, but some¬ 
how don’t see it getting 
past governments around 
the world, never mind a 
debate in West mi nster. 

Those extra days 
could also have gone to 
dealing with The 
Canterbury Bill, which 
allows the City of 
Canterbury to control 
peddlers, the size of the 
trolleys they use and 
touting. 

It has been trying to 
pass through the 
Chamber of the 
Co mm ons for some 
years and the week 
before last it returned 
again to the floor of the 
House. It failed to pass 
and was talked and 
voted out of time. 

Why would a small 
group of MPs want to 
delay such a simple Bill, 
which had also spent 
some time in the Lords, 
by calling repeated votes 
so that it was not com¬ 
pleted in the allocated 
time? 

The reason was a con¬ 
stitutional one: the back 
benchers believed it 
should be in 
Government business 
time not private business 
time. 

The Bill returned 
again on Wednesday 
evening. Some of the 
debate was lively and 
explains how it was 
talked out, as the follow¬ 
ing passage shows: 

“I wish to place on 
the record that my first 
intervention in this 
House was during a dis¬ 
cussion on this matter, 
probably in May or June 
2010. Before we con¬ 
clude our proceedings, it 


is important to say that I, 
too, pay tribute to my 
hon Friend, the Member 
for Christchurch (Mr 
Chope), for his ability to 
cover a range of sub¬ 
jects. 

“That evening we dis¬ 
cussed the monastic 
rights of the city of 
Canterbury, and a crea¬ 
ture called the Pedlar of 
Swaffham that was 
raised by my hon Friend 
the Member for Mid 
Norfolk (George 
Freeman). 

“At each turn, my hon 
Friend the Member for 
Christchurch was able to 
discourse on those 
obtuse matters with elo¬ 
quence and in great 
detail, and I pay tribute 
to him for that. 

“As he says, however, 
all good things come to 
an end and perhaps it is 
good at this moment to 
draw a line under this 
varied subject.” 

Later, the Members 
moved on to discuss the 
nature of touting which 
it was noted the Bill 
defined as: 

“importunes any per¬ 
son by touting for a 
hotel, lodging house, 
restaurant or other place 
of refreshment, for a 
shop, for a theatre or 
nightclub or other place 
of amusement or recre¬ 
ation, or for a boat or 
other conveyance shall 
be guilty of an offence 
and liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not 
exceeding level 3 on the 
standard scale. 

“Straight away, my 
hon Friend will appreci¬ 
ate that this goes far 
beyond what he and 
many other people might 
think of it.” 

Jacob Rees-Mogg: “I 
am troubled about this 
definition of ‘touting’, 
because it includes all 
forms of entertainment. 

If one were to give out a 
leaflet asking people to 
join the local 
Conservative party, 
which is always a source 
of the greatest entertain¬ 
ment, would that poten¬ 
tially count as touting 
and be illegal in Reading 


WESTMINSTER 
NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an exclusive 
column from 
Westminster 
for The GEM. 



Shop at Fairtrade 

WITH this year’s Fairtrade fortnight start¬ 
ing on February 25 until March 10, may I 
remind your readers why choosing 
Fairtrade is so important? 

It is an international movement working to ensure 
that producers in poor countries get a fair deal. 
Many farmers producing things we take for granted 
like tea, coffee, cocoa and bananas live in desperate 
poverty. 

We can now choose to buy products that help peo¬ 
ple trade their way out of poverty rather than keep¬ 
ing them there. Over the coming weeks, please 
choose Fairtrade products in local shops, and most 
importantly, if they do not stock any Fairtrade prod¬ 
ucts then please politely ask them to! 

Rob Curtis, 


but legal in 
Canterbury?” 

Mr Deputy Speaker 
(Mr Lindsay Hoyle): 
“Order. I do not think 
that we need to go down 
that path; I do not think 
it would be illegal any¬ 
where.” 

The issue of touting 
continues to exercise 
discussion for some con¬ 
siderable time and shows 
the Commons is never at 
a loss for a good debate. 

A good debate also 
took place at Bridgend 
College, called by 
Bridgend Rotary and 
using a Question Time 
format dealing with 
issues of world peace 
and defence strategies. 

The panel consisted of 
the Assistant Bishop of 
Llandaff, The Reverend 
Canon David Wilbourne, 
Dr Nigel Combes, the 
headteacher of 
Bryntirion Juniors, Coun 
Wayne Morgan and 
myself. 

The audience included 
members of Rotary, 
Soroptimists and pupils 
of Porthcawl 
Comprehensive. The 
debate examined the 
morality of the use of 
drones in war, the role of 
women in peace negotia¬ 
tions, conflict since 1945 
and women fighting on 
the front line. 

We need to discuss 
defence policy more and 
not think it is a matter 
only for generals, admi¬ 
rals, air vice marshals 
and politicians. 

The debate was fol¬ 
lowed by an evening 
watching Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School’s 
performance of Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 

This was an excellent 
production with high 
individual and overall 
performance standards 
with the orchestra, as 
usual, providing quality 
accompaniment. 


You would not have 
seen better in the West 
End. 

Headteacher Mr Slade 
rightly concluded the all 
too brief run of the show 
by congratulating every¬ 
one involved in the per¬ 
formance, and reminding ^aT 
everyone of the run of 
successful shows, started 
when Margaret Thatcher 
was PM, and the per¬ 
formers in the current 
show had not been bom. 

One of my staff 
became ill this week and 
will be away from work 
for a while. I write this 
to warn that replies to 
emails and letters may 
be slower than usual. 

With hundreds of 
emails every day, plus 
letters and post card 
campaigns, it can take a 
while to get through 
them all. 


Some people think I 
can type at a very fast 
rate and become very 
angry with me and leave 
mde messages, indeed 
often very mde mes¬ 
sages, in emails to my 
office. 

The problem is my 
automated reply. Once 
an email arrives in my 
in-box, a message is 
triggered confirming I 
have received it and will 
try and deal with it as 
quickly as possible. 

Some people think 
this is my formal reply 
to the issue they have 
raised and become angry 
” have not addressed 
their problem and fire 
off an angry reply, only 
to receive the same auto¬ 
mated response. 

One person fired off a 
second angry reply 
telling me to stop send¬ 
ing the same reply which 
was just not good 
enough. It took a few 
responses before he 
finally understood. 

Perhaps if we had 
those few extra days a 
year, we would all be 
less tense and less 
stressed, as my corre¬ 
spondent suggests. 


BRIDGEND WI held a coffee 
morning in January, when mem¬ 
bers from the Penter Penybont 
Link met to exchange pages to 
put into the 90th anniversary 
birthday book. 

Members from Bridgend WI hosted 
the event, providing homemade cakes 
for the refreshments, together with 


Choir’s new 
music director 


PORTHCAWL 
Choral Society, a 
long-established 
mixed choir, start¬ 
ed the New Year 
with a new musical 
director, Thomas 
Morgan, who lives 
in Tondu. 

He graduated from 
the Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama, 
studying conducting and 
composition, and con¬ 
tinuing his studies as a 
post graduate. He was 
an organ scholar at 
Liverpool Anglican 
Cathedral. 

The choir would like 
to recruit new members 
in all sections. It is a 
community choir that 
meets in Trinity Church, 
Porthcawl on a Monday 
evening. There are no 
auditions and it is not 
essential to read music. 


At present, the choir 
is rehearsing Stainer’s 
‘Crucifixion ’for a char¬ 
ity performance in All 
Saints Church, 
Porthcawl, on Monday, 
March 25. This will be 
the first concert with the 
new MD. 


PAGES IN THE WI’s 
ANNIVERSARY BOOK 



Local WI ladies with pages created for the anniversary book. 


items on sale. 

If you are interested to know more 
about the WI, you are welcome at the 
next meeting of Bridgend WI, in Hope 
Church hall on February 19 at 
7.30pm, when Nicola Bailey-Wood 
will be giving a talk on speech thera¬ 
py. TVB 


A (course) TASTER 
FOR A TENNER! 


PEOPLE who are 
interested in pick¬ 
ing up new skills 
are being invited to 
come and sample 
new adult commu¬ 
nity learning taster 
sessions this 

February. 

The four-week cours¬ 
es cover popular sub¬ 
jects such as French, 
computers, literature, 
psychology and photog¬ 
raphy and are designed 
to offer learning oppor¬ 
tunities for everyone liv¬ 
ing in Bridgend county 
borough. 

The taster sessions 
will give people an 
opportunity to experi¬ 
ence different courses 
before deciding whether 
they want to continue 
and take up a related 
course in more depth. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 


wellbeing, said: 

“Bridgend County 

Borough Council is 
offering these taster ses¬ 
sions so people can get a 
feel for the subject area 
and decide whether it’s a 
course they would like 
to progress with. 

“It is essential to pro¬ 
vide learning that is 
accessible for everyone 
across a wide range of 
subjects. We hope that 
providing these tasters 
will entice people to 
give it a try, and encour¬ 
age them to learn a new 
skill or further develop 
themselves - longer 
courses are also avail¬ 
able for those who are 
interested in gaining a 
qualification. 


starts 

encour- 


“Enrolment 
next week, so 
age people to ring Adult 
Community Learning to 
find out more,” he 
added. 

With courses held in 
venues throughout the 
county borough open to 
anyone over the age of 
16, Adult Community 
Learning is part of a new 
partnership which brings 
together providers offer¬ 
ing community learning 
across the area. 

For more information 
on courses or enrolment, 
please contact 01656 
642729, email 

adultlearning @brid- 
gend.gov.uk or visit 
www. bridgend. gov. uk/ad 
ultlearning. 


Love is in the air 
at Pencoed library 


PENCOED Library 
is catching the 
Valentine’s day 
mood with a new 
range of romantic 
novels. 

Among the additions 
to the library’s collec¬ 
tion for Valentine’s Day 
are classic love stories 
such as Les Miserables, 
Anna Karenina and 
Gone with the Wind, as 
well as more contempo- 


LOCAL COMMUNITY 
CENTRE’S ‘MAY DAY’ 


GRIFFIN PARK Community 
Centre is in urgent need of a 
new secretary/treasurer, and 
also additional committee 
members to ensure the contin¬ 
ued running of the centre after 
March 4. 

The centre is in a good state of 
repair, has a great group of users and is 
financially viable, so there should not 


be any need for those accepting a posi¬ 
tion on the committee to be involved 
in heavy fundraising events. 

If a new committee with a secre¬ 
tary/treasurer is not found by March 4, 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
advise that the centre will close on that 
date. 

Perhaps you can find a few hours to 
help? 

AVRIL LAKE 
Hon secretary/treasurer 


rary romances such as 
Brokeback Mountain, 
One Day and the 
Twilight saga. 

With every romantic 
book that library mem¬ 
bers borrow from 
Pencoed Library for 
Valentine’s Day, they 
can borrow the DVD for 
free. And if your book of 
choice hasn’t graced the 
silver screen yet, you 
can take another heart¬ 
warming film instead. 

A spokesman said: 

“If you fancy a fling 
with a new book or want 
to become hopelessly 
devoted to one of your 
favourite stories all over 
again, you can search 
and reserve books on 
Bridgend Library and 
Information Service’s 
online catalogue at 
www.bridgend.gov. uk/lib 
raries or pick up what¬ 
ever catches your eye at 
your local library. 


Bridgend PACT 

meetings 

COITY PACT, at Gilead Chapel, Heol Spencer, on 
February 7 at 7pm. 

MORFA WILDMILL PACT at the Community 
Life Centre, The Precinct, Wildmill, on February 14 
at 6.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE PACT, at the Civic Offices, Angel 
Street, On February 27 at 6.30pm. 

FELINDRE, HENDRE, PENPRYSG (PEN¬ 
COED) and COYCHURCH PACT at the Welfare 
Hall, Heol y Groes, on February 27 at 6pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way, Brackla on February 28 at 6.30pm. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 21) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

14 Thur 

09.01 

9.9 

21.11 

9.6 

15 Fri 

09.33 

9.4 

21.47 

9.1 

16 Sat 

10.08 

8.9 

22.21 

8.5 

17 Sun 

10.39 

8.3 

23.02 

8.0 

18 Mon 

11.31 

7.7 

23.55 

7.4 

19 Tues 



12.44 

7.2 

20 Wed 

01.23 

7.1 

14.18 

7.0 

21 Thur 

02.58 

7.3 

15.34 

7.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Community order 
for art teacher 
after ‘glassing’ 


AN art teacher who 
in a fit of jealousy 
smashed a wine 
glass over her for¬ 
mer lover’s head 
received a commu¬ 
nity order for one 
year at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Julie Breed, 46, who 
had taught at Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
Bridgend, but who has 
since lost her job, had 
been found guilty of 
assaulting Byron 

Brinkley, causing actual 
bodily harm. 

The mother of four, of 
Woodlands Close, 
Cowbridge, had denied 
the charge and in evi¬ 
dence called Mr 
Brinkley, a groundsman 
at the school “A love 
rat”. 

The sentence involves 
carrying out unpaid work 
for 200 hours, and an 
8.30pm to 8am curfew 
for three months. 

Breed will also be 
electronically tagged and 
be subject to a supervi¬ 
sion order for a year. 

She was also ordered 
to pay Mr Brinkley £500 
compensation. 

Recorder Catherine 
Brown told her: “Society 


cannot tolerate people 
using glasses as 
weapons, however angry 
and upset they may be.” 

She added: “You 
behaved in a quite dis¬ 
graceful way when you 
assaulted him. You com¬ 
mitted a serious offence 
by deliberately smashing 
a glass over the back of 
his head.” 

Breed, she said, still 
maintained the contact 
was accidental but, she 
continued, she had 
admitted to a police con¬ 
stable glassing him. 

The Recorder added: 
“I am prepared to accept 
that Mr Brinkley may 
have behaved to you in a 
less than gallant man¬ 
ner.” 

She took the view that 
Breed’s actions could be 
explained by the amount 
of alcohol she had con¬ 
sumed, which had 
heightened her emotions 
and made her less inhib¬ 
ited. 

Fortunately, said the 
Recorder, the injuries he 
suffered were not signifi¬ 
cant or long-lasting. 

She was satisfied that 
the assault involved one 
blow and that the end of 
the relationship had been 
hurtful to Breed. 

Prosecutor Harry 


Baker said that Brinkley 
was in the Duke of 
Wellington Public House 
in Cowbridge during the 
Cowbridge Food 

Festival. 

She spotted him with a 
blonde, younger woman. 

Mr Baker said they 
had split up after a rela¬ 
tionship of five years. 

She asked Mr 
Brinkley: “Who’s this, 
are you seeing her?” 

He replied: “Yes,” and 
Breed responded by say¬ 
ing: “He was in my bed 
on September 27.” 

She then poured her 
glass of wine over his 
head and deliberately 
smashed the empty glass 
on his head. 

Shortly after being 
arrested, she told the 
police officer: “I know 
what I did, I glassed him. 
I threw my drink on to 
him and I smashed the 
glass on his head,” sign¬ 
ing her confession in the 
officer’s notebook. 


But in evidence, she 
denied intending to hurt 
Mr Brinkley and said she 
made the admission in a 
“blind panic.” 

She said: “I’m not say¬ 
ing I was guilty, I was 
talking rubbish, which is 
not an admission of 
guilt.” 

She said the glass 
broke accidentally, and 
Mr Brinkley executed a 
“boxing swerve” when 
he came into contact with 
the glass. 

Her counsel, Owen 
Williams, said: “She is 
realistic and realises the 
sentencing powers of the 
court. 

“She is of positive, 
good character, borne out 
by many references. She 
has now lost her good 
character, her good repu¬ 
tation in the community, 
and she has already lost 
her job. She has been 
punished significantly”. 


Memories of 
the Welsh ‘not’ 


Despite a cold and 
windy night at 
Newton WI, Pearl 
welcomed 51 ladies 
and a new member 
- and announced a 
fashion show in 
Mumbles, with 
lunch in Norton 
House Hotel. 

The council meeting 
in the Pavilion has 
Adam Hew son, of BBC 
Countryfile, as its main 
speaker. There are still a 
few places for the 
Denman weekend. Our 
pancake morning on 
Shrove Tuesday is at 
10:30am, there is a toss¬ 
ing competition and I'm 
hoping not to win the 
wooden spoon! 

Pearl introduced Ceri 
Joseph, who gave a 
thoroughly entertaining 
and enjoyable talk on 
the Princes and 
Princesses of Wales. 


Ceri told us that only the 
Welsh and Cornish kept 
the Brythonic Celtic lan¬ 
guage that was original¬ 
ly spoken all over 
Britain, and the last 
Prince of Wales was 
Gruffyd Ap Llewellyn. It 
appears that the English 
tried their best to keep 
us under control! 

Betty gave a vote of 
thanks, telling us that 
her cousin remembered 
someone having the 
Welsh ‘not’around their 
neck for speaking Welsh. 

She also told us she 
had sent her letter from 
the Queen and her poem 
to her cousin, who was 
president of WI in 
Canada and that she had 
received a letter of con¬ 
gratulation in return. 

Ladies, if you would 
like to join us, call Pearl 
on 01656 772657 or Pat 
(788003). 

PATRICIA 

THEODORE 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Woman’s 35 
stitches after 
row with sister 
in holiday camp 


A WOMAN who 
occupied a caravan 
at the Happy Valley 
site in Porthcawl 
has been scarred for 
life after her pen¬ 
sioner sister 

smashed a mug on 
her face. 

Patricia Morris, 68, 
who lives in Blackwood, 
admitted a charge of 
wounding 66-year-old 
Christine Doyle. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court she was jailed for a 
year, the sentence sus¬ 
pended for two years, 
made subject to a 12- 
month supervision order, 
and was also ordered to 
pay £500 costs. 

The court heard that 
Mrs Doyle had not want¬ 
ed her sister to receive a 
custodial sentence. 

Judge Stephen 

Hopkins told Morris, 
who had no previous 
convictions: “Your sis¬ 
ter’s generosity to you 
says how decent a 
woman she is. 

“She urges me not to 
send you to prison, refers 
to your age, and that you 
had no previous convic¬ 
tions, and that you had 
behaved well throughout 
your life. 

“Perhaps you don’t 
deserve a sister as gener¬ 
ous of spirit as she is.” 

Prosecutor John 
Probert said that the two 
sisters had caravans at 
the Happy Valley site and 
spent time there with 
their families. Both got 
on well. 

At about 2.30pm on 
August 23, the defendant 


turned up and had a cup 
of tea with her sister, who 
had been there a week. 

An argument broke 
out over the use of wash¬ 
ing facilities for Morris’s 
disabled husband. 

It escalated when 
Morris threw a mug of 
tea over her sister. At that 
point, Mrs Doyle threw 
her tea at the defendant. 

Moments later, Morris 
brought her mug down 
on the left side of her sis¬ 
ter’s forehead, opening a 
large wound in her 
cheek. 

She was taken to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital but later trans¬ 
ferred to the plastic sur¬ 
gery unit at Morriston 
Hospital. 

She was operated 
upon and the wound was 
closed with 35 stitches. 

In a statement, Mrs 
Doyle said she had been 
scarred for life and 
would never speak to her 
sister again. 

The judge comment¬ 
ed: “The scar has blight¬ 
ed the rest of her life.” 

Morris’s counsel, 
Joanna James, said: 
“References speak of her 
in glowing terms. It is a 
particularly tragic case. 

“She has lost her good 
character, all over a petty 
argument that got out of 
hand. 

“She lashed out with 
the mug and immediately 
regretted it. She had 
expected to look after her 
sister when she returned 
from hospital. 

“She now accepts the 
relationship is over.” 


Men in 
attack 
walk 
free 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

There was later a 
scuffle between two 
groups. Rees punched 
Mr Morgan to the face, 
and Williams then 
punched him, causing 
him to fall to the 
ground. 

He struck his head 
and was unconscious for 
some time. 

When arrested, Rees 
said he struck out 
because he thought he 
was going to be 
punched and Williams 
said he hit a man 
“squaring up” to a 
friend. He said he pan¬ 
icked because he had 
never struck anyone 
before. 

Mr Morgan had cuts 
to the back of his head 
and two black eyes. 

At the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, a scan 
revealed a fractured 
skull and a brain injury, 
and he was transferred 
to the University 
Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff, and was put on 
a ventilator in a high 
dependency unit. 

Mr Morgan said he 
was in hospital for 12 
days and now is perma¬ 
nently deaf in his left 
ear and suffers tinnitus. 

In a statement, Mr 
Morgan said that until 
the attack, his life had 
been “the best ever”. He 
now has post traumatic 
stress disorder and 
because of what hap¬ 
pened believes he can¬ 
not be the father he 
once was. 

He added that his 
confidence and self 
esteem were affected 
and he was liable to suf¬ 
fer seizures. He had to 
be cared for seven days 
a week. 

In addition, he said, 
he could not play rugby 
or go training and as a 
result, his partner had 
been traumatised. 

Jeremy Jenkins, for 
Williams, said he had to 
be sentenced for throw¬ 
ing one punch. 

Williams, he said, 
could have pleaded self 
defence, but commend- 
ably did not. At the 
time, he had wanted to 
stop the incident pro¬ 
gressing. 

He claimed Mr 
Morgan was one of 
those who started it all 
but came off worse. 

Owen Williams, for 
Rees, urged that any 
sentence be suspended 
and claimed that there 
had been aggressive 
behaviour by the victim. 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your GEM 
online? 
bridgend- 
today.co.uk 


Porthcawl man 
who set fire to 
house receives 
jail sentence 


FOLLOWING a 
row with his wife, 
who he suspected of 
having an affair, a 
Porthcawl man 
drank “to the point 
of oblivion” before 
setting fire to his 
house. 

Two families living 
in adjoining properties 
escaped uninjured. 

Tony Williams (47) 
was jailed for four and 
a half years at Cardiff 
Crown Court and was 
told by Judge Daniel 
Williams: “It was a ter¬ 
ribly dangerous act, 
and the consequences 
could have been 
unimaginable.” 

Williams admitted 
assaulting Frances 
Williams; arson; being 
reckless as to whether 
life would be endan¬ 
gered; and driving 
with excess alcohol. 

Prosecutor Jason 
Howells said Williams 
and his wife lived in a 
terraced house in New 
Road, Porthcawl. 
There had been prob¬ 
lems with the relation¬ 
ship. 

On Sunday, 

September 16, he came 
home from work after 
drinking. There was 
an argument about 
whether his wife was 
having an affair. At 
one point he struck her, 
causing her to fall to 
the floor and strike her 
back on a radiator. 

“He was by now 
really angry and she 
left and was taken to 
Porthcawl Police 
Station.” 

Williams then left 
the house and went to 
several pubs. He 
returned home at 
11.30pm and started 
the fire. Neighbours 
were awoken by smoke 
alarms. 

Following this, said 


Report by AJ 

SICLUNA 

Mr Howells, Williams 
was arrested and found 
to be more than twice 
over the legal alcohol 
limit. 

Four seats of fire 
were found - in the liv¬ 
ing room, playroom, 
and in the kitchen. 
Clothing had also been 
placed over a lit gas 
cooker. 

When arrested, he 
admitted starting the 
fires, assaulting his 
wife, and drink driv¬ 
ing. 

The court heard he 
had convictions for 10 
offences including 
wounding, and a public 
order matter. 

His barrister 

Stephen Thomas said: 
“He admits he was 
drunk and responsible 
for each seat of fire. He 
was drunk and hysteri¬ 
cal. 

“From the start, he 
was frank, but that 
does not minimise what 
he did.” 

He said that when 
charged, Williams 
said: “I didn’t want to 


hurt anyone. I’m 
sorry, deeply sorry.” 

Mr Thomas said the 
crime was not planned 
and his client had little 
memory of what had 
occurred. 

There has since been 
a reconciliation, he 
said. His wife has visit¬ 
ed him in prison. 

A letter written by 
the defendant was read 
out in which he said he 
deeply regretted what 
he had done, and also 
regretted causing such 
stress. 

The letter contin¬ 
ued: “There can be no 
justifiable excuse for 
it.” 

At the time, the let¬ 
ter said, he was broken 
emotionally and could 
not control his jeal¬ 
ousy, which made him 
snap. 

Williams wept as the 
judge told him he had 
attacked his wife, 
whom he believed was 
having an affair, and 
after drinking to the 
point of oblivion, start¬ 
ed the fires. 

Luckily, said the 
judge, the families on 
either side succeeded in 
escaping. 


Phoebe Ann , 
Teenstar in 
the making! 

PHOEBE Ann Lewis from Bridgend has 
made it through to the regional finals and 
will now be performing at the live stages 
of the TeenStar talent competition for 
teens and pre-teens. 

TeenStar is searching for the UK’s best teens and 
pre-teen singers, singer/songwriters, rappers and 
vocalists of all genres, who perform either covers or 
original material. 

Phoebe Ann is in the running to compete for a 
place in the national final at The 02 in London. 

Those who made it through the audition stage, 
will take part in a live regional head-to-head battle in 
front of a professional judging panel. 
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on selected 
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Civilian committee a ‘vital 
back-up’ for ATC squadron 


Young stars on 
stage as BYT take 
on Who classic 


SQUADRON civil¬ 
ian committees 
play an important 
part in squadron 
life of any Royal 
Air Force Air Cadet 
unit. 

They are responsible, 
among other things, for 
the raising of non-public 
funds to support 
squadron activities, pro¬ 
moting the welfare of 
the cadets and staff, 
establishing and main- 


NO surprises on 
Monday, February 
4, though maybe an 
eyebrow raised at 
how close the result 
was at Crown Inn, 
where the 4 A’ team 
kept Llangewydd 
Arms to a margin 
of one point, only 
going down 50-49. 

It was fairly close at 
the Tyrisha Inn, where 
the Nomads beat the 
Royals by 48-41. The 
winners in the other two 
first division games also 
scored 48. Mackworth 
Arms got 38 away to 
Oldcastle ‘A’ and 
Pheasant Poachers could 
only garner 33 versus 
Tondu Railway Club. 


taining good relation¬ 
ships with the local com¬ 
munity, promoting the 
squadron, and generally 
assisting the officer 
commanding to provide 
support for cadet activi¬ 
ties. An active civilian 
committee is essential in 
helping the squadron to 
attain the goals of the 
Air Cadets. 

At 2318 Squadron, 
based in Bryncethin, the 
civilian committee work 
to support and benefits- 


In Division 2, 
Greenmeadow main¬ 
tained their three-point 
lead at the top by win¬ 
ning 51-27 against 
Oldcastle ‘B’. Cabo 
Roche and Crown Inn 
‘B’ lie second because 
the latter had a bye, 
while Cabo won 41-39 
at Pyle RFC. 

In the remaining 
game, Pheasant 

Gamekeepers gained 
ground on Coychurch 
Wanderers when they 
beat them by 46-37. 
HERE ARE YOUR 
FOUR SPECIALS: 

1. Ions of which two 
elements are chiefly 
responsible for hardness 
in water? 

2. Who was the 19th 
century monk who, 


the cadets. To build upon 
this success, the 
squadron needs to 
recruit four or five new 
members to maintain the 
momentum and to help 
provide the type of expe¬ 
rience that benefits the 
cadets. 

In turn, that will 
encourage recruitment 
and help the squadron to 
maintain the positive 
image that the Air 
Cadets have within the 
local community. 


through his experiments 
with peas, laid the foun¬ 
dation for the 

science of Genetics? 

3. From which 
Portuguese side did 
Manchester United sign 
their new forward 
Anderson in 2007? 

4. Which is the 
longest river in the 
Iberian Peninsular? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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Additionally, as part 
of No3 Welsh Wing, the 
Squadron strives to raise 
its profile and involve¬ 
ment, both within the 
ATC and outside. 

“We aim to produce 
enthusiastic and 

thoughtful young men 
and women who will 
strive to succeed in 
whatever walk of life 
they choose”. 

The aims are: 

• To encourage a 
practical interest in avia¬ 
tion and the RAF 

• To provide training 
that will be useful within 
the ATC and civilian life 

• To foster a spirit of 
adventure while devel¬ 
oping qualities of lead¬ 
ership and adventure.” 

Membership of the 
ATC is exciting, reward¬ 
ing and above all fun. 
Cadets discover skills 
they never knew they 
had, do things and visit 
places they never 
thought they would, and 
meet lots of like-minded 
people who will become 
team-mates and friends. 

This year, the Wing is 
organising overseas trips 
to Nijmegen in The 
Netherlands, Gibraltar, 
and to Normandy. Two 
years ago, we held a 
major parade through 
the streets of Swansea. 

Cadets and adult vol¬ 


Quiz League round-up 



unteers also have the 
opportunity to challenge 
themselves with adven¬ 
turous training. Cadets 
can be selected to repre¬ 
sent their country or 
school on the 
International Air Cadet 
Exchange programme, 
or develop their poten¬ 
tial on the Air Cadet 
Leadership Course. 
Youngsters can really 
shine as a cadet. 

However, they need 
to moral and financial 
support of a strong civil¬ 
ian committee. 

Civilian committee 
members can also 
become involved in 
cadet activities if they 
wish. 

If you wish to find out 
more about how you can 
help the Committee, as 
either a nominated offi¬ 
cer or as a member 
please contact 020 8144 
9080; Email: 

2318chair@ aircadets- 
3ww.org.uk <mail- 
to: 621 chair @aircadets- 
3ww.org.uk> ), or OC, 
Geoff Charnock (Email: 
geoff. charnock@ tesco. n 
et), or go along any 
Tuesday or Friday 
evening between 7pm 
and 9pm to St Bride’s 
Minor Memorial 

Institute on Heol Canola 
in Bryncethin. 

STUART 
MORGAN 
(Chairman, 2318 
(Aberkenfig) Sqn 
Royal Air Force 
Cadets) 


RIGHT: 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith 
with Ceiran Davies 
(Tommy, aged 10) and 
Tomos Herbert 
(Tommy aged four) 

NEXT week’s pro¬ 
duction of Tommy - 
the 1970s rock 
opera by The Who 
- by the Bridgend 
Youth Theatre 
(BYT) will feature a 
number of rising 
young stars. 

The show runs for 
three nights next week 
(February 21-23) in the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, and the 
young cast will be put¬ 
ting the BYT stamp on 
classic songs like 
‘Pinball Wizard’. 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith, 
who plays the grown-up 
Tommy, is an established 
local talent, but some 
young ones are continu¬ 
ing their theatrical edu¬ 
cation. 

For Tomos Herbert 
(who plays the role of 
the four-year-old 
Tommy’) it will be his 
second big moment in a 
few weeks. 

Last week, he was on 
TV, playing the role of a 
Victorian Ghost in BBC- 
3’s comedy drama series 
Being Human. The show 
went out on Saturday, 
February 9, at 11.30am. 

This follows on from 
his leading role in a 
recent Casualty episode. 

Another keen member 



of the BYT, Nathan 
Williams has recently 
finished filming the new 
CBBC drama series 
Wolfblood. 

He played the role of 
Bryn, the lead charac¬ 
ter’s brother. Nathan has 
also recently filmed for 
the new series of Stella, 
playing the role of 
‘Jacob Hillman’. 

Lowri Izzard, a pro¬ 
duction assistant with 
the BYT, told The GEM: 
“Susie Figgis, the cast¬ 
ing director for Harry 
Potter and other major 


films, telephoned It’s 
My Shout earlier this 
week, specifically with 
regard to casting the new 
Richard Burton / 
Elizabeth Taylor movie.” 

The Bridgend Youth 
Theatre have been invit¬ 
ed to perform its produc¬ 
tion of John Tregenna’s 
Buggerall at Laugharne 
Festival this Spring. 

The opening night of 
Tommy is on Thursday, 
February 21, and it runs 
until February 23, at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 


Who wants to build what 
and where in the borough? 


Valleys to Coast - Land adjacent 
nos 92/106 Tudor Estate, 
Caerau, Maesteg - reduce crown 
by 6m to Oak, reduce limbs by 2m 
to Oak, fell Poplar, reduce crown 
by 4m to Ash. 

Mrs Mary Emmanuel - The 
Garden House, Llangewydd 
Road, Bryntirion - 40 per cent 
crown reduction to Ash tree to 
rear and fell Ash to front garden. 
BCBC Parks Section - 2 Heol 
Penderyn, Brackla - fell Beech 
tree to ground level. 

Littlewoods Clearance — 4 Ffald 
Road Shopping Centre, Pyle - 
new fascia, hoarding and infor¬ 
mation signs. 

McDonalds Restaurants Ltd - 
Picton Court Retail Park, 
Waterton, Bridgend - reconfigu¬ 
ration and relocation of existing 
signs, plus various additional 
signs. 

McDonalds Restaurants Ltd - 
Picton Court Retail Park, 
Waterton, Bridgend - three 
‘McDonalds’ text, four ‘Golden 
Arch’ symbol and two customer 
order displays with new and 
replacement signage. 

Punch Taverns Pic - Salthouse 
on the Square, The Square, 
Porthcawl - new external terrace 
with new external access stair¬ 
case and external decoration. 

Mr G Davies - Brynmynach 
Farm, Llan Road, Maesteg - 
prior notification to enlarge the 
facility and change to a steel por¬ 
tal with external cladding. 

Mr B Bevington - Cash For Your 
Wheels, north side A48, 
Laleston, Bridgend - retrospec¬ 
tive application for change of use 


from restaurant to offices and 
vehicle storage. 

Danygraig Holiday Park - 
Danygraig Farm, South 
Cornelly - shower block to rear 
of existing toilet block to serve 
holiday park. 

Mr A Thomas - 24 Pant y 
Ffynnon, Pencoed - two storey 
garage/bedroom extension to side 
and single storey extension to 
rear (resubmission 

P/12/637/FUL). 

G & T Stores - 1 and 2 Blandy 
Terrace, Ogmore Vale, Bridgend 

- extension to rear of property for 
retail (grocery) and storage pur¬ 
poses. 

Mr B Hoskins - The Stone Barn, 
Coychurch Road, Pencoed - 
conversion of stone barn to pro¬ 
vide a four-bedroom dwelling. 
Mrs Guellard - 121 Heol y 
Frenhines, Bridgend - single 
storey extension to rear. 
Principality Building Society 
Peter Alan Ltd, 58 John Street, 
Porthcawl - proposed refurbish¬ 
ment of existing upper floors to 
create two residential units. 
Wolseley UK - Drain Centre 
Unit, 35-36 Bennett Street, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend - provision of new 2.4m 
high palisade fencing around 
parts of the existing drain centre 
site. 

Mr R Howells - 2 Sea View, Heol 
Spencer, Coity - single storey 
extensions, loft conversion and 
detached double garage. 

Mr Alun Williams - Yr Hen 
Feudy, Ochr Draw, New Inn 
Road, Ewenny - retention of 
existing access and access track 


and gates for residential use. 

Wyg Planning and Environment 
Pant y Wal Wind Farm, 
Bridgend - request for scoping 
opinion for wind farm develop¬ 
ment of up to 33 mw including 
wind turbines, access tracks and 
associated works. 

McDonald’s Restaurant Ltd - 
Picton Court Retail Park, 
Waterton, Bridgend - reconfig¬ 
ure car park, minor alterations to 
drive through to provide side-by- 
side order point. 

Mr and Mrs John and Lana Burke 
- 63 Rockfields, Porthcawl - pro¬ 
posed detached dormer bunga¬ 
low. 

Mrs V Williams - 68 Pisgah 
Street, Ken fig Hill, Bridgend - 
dormer extension to rear eleva¬ 
tion to provide bedroom. 

Mr N Paget - 22 Cwrt Pant Yr 
Awel, Lewiston - single storey 
extension to rear elevation and 
conservatory. 

Mr Wayne Griffiths - Land at 
Minffrwd Road, Pencoed - erec¬ 
tion of four detached houses. 

Mr Lee Evans - Ty Enfys, 23 
Brynheulog, Brynmenyn - two 
storey rear extension with 
reduced first storey width and 
addition of front porch. 

Mr and Mrs A Heame - Land at 
Nanthir Farm behind James 
Road, Blaengarw - proposal to 
develop site for three detached 
dwellings. 

Rev John Orchard - Unit 5 
Gentle Way, Broadlands - relax 
condition 1 of consent 
P/11/723/FUL to allow continued 
use as a church. 
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Golf success 

Pyle & Kenfig Golf 
Club junior girls got off 
to a fabulous start - by 
winning friendly games 
against Rhondda Golf 
Club at home, and 
Llantrisant Golf Club 
away. 

Looking smart in their 
new kit, the girls played 
well, while gaining valu¬ 
able experience and mak¬ 
ing many new friends. 

Captain Megan Jones’ 
speeches were excellent, 
particularly as they were 
her first as skipper. 

Many thanks and 
much appreciation for 
the help and support 
given throughout the 
year goes to Margaret 
Wood. 

The most improved 
player of the year was 
Izabelle Morris, and for 
the older girls, it was 
Megan Jones. 

Congratulations go to 
their newest member, 
Ffion Tynan, who at only 
nine years of age, had her 
first hole in one. 
Congratulations also go 
to Ella Griffiths, who at 
the age of 14 won the 


Ladies Club 

Championship for the 
second year running and 
was also selected for the 
Wales under-18 team. 

Ella sits proudly on 
top of the Junior County 
Order of Merit for 2012. 
All the girls are a credit 
to Pyle & Kenfig and the 
club are proud of them. 

Captain Megan Jones 
said that her father and 
grandfather were mem¬ 
bers of the Pyle & Kenfig 
Golf Club and she decid¬ 
ed to take up the sport 
when her grandparents 
offered to pay her joining 
fees as a birthday pres¬ 
ent. 

That was four years 
ago and since then she 
has made many good 
friends she enjoys meet¬ 
ing with every Saturday, 
practice with Claire 
Morris (Junior Girls 
Leader) and catching up 
with them in the club¬ 
house afterwards. 

She said that when she 
initially joined, she was 
encouraged by Margaret 
Wood to play in the 
South Wales girls compe¬ 
titions, which are held at 
various courses. 



She started playing in 
9-hole competitions and 
when her ladies handicap 
was obtained she started 
to play the 18-hole com¬ 
petitions last year. 

Megan said that she 
really enjoys playing golf 
and her main aim this 
year is to lower her hand¬ 
icap. She also felt hon¬ 
oured to be made junior 
girls captain. 

A warm welcome 
awaits everyone at the 
Pyle & Kenfig Golf 
Club, whether or not you 
have played before. 

To contact the club, 
ring 01656 

783093/771613 or email: 
secretary @pandkgolf- 
club.co.uk 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill on 
Wednesday, February 
20: Want to Work 
Benefit Changes with 
Lawrence from 2.30pm 
to 3.30 pm, bingo from 


3.30pm to 4pm and the 
reading group from 
3pm to 4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon. 

Kenfig 

Society 

ON February 19, local 
historian Keith E 
Morgan will be giving a 
talk ‘When King 
Copper Ruled the 
Waves’. 

This promises to be a 
most interesting talk and 
those wishing to attend, 
the meeting starts at 7pm 
in the Pyle Life Centre. 

For more informa¬ 
tion about the activities 
of the Kenfig Society, 
ring Terry Robbins on 
01656 782351. 

School news 

CONGRATULATION 
S to the following pupils 
at Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the 
school last week: Jed 
Banwell - Class 1, 
Oliver Howe - Class 2, 
Caitlin Jones - Class 3, 
Matthew Briggs - Class 
4, Cai Williams - Class 


5, Joseph Hardwicke - 
Class 6 and Alex 
Moodie - Class 7. The 
Head Teachers Award 
went to Eryn-Mae 
Franklyn - Class 7. 

Congratulations also 
go to the following 
pupils, who joined Mr 
Davies for a special 
lunch last Friday, as a 
reward for their high 
standard of behaviour, 
including politeness to 
both staff and fellow 
pupils during lunchtimes 
last week: Owain Pugh, 
Amber Tidmarsh, 

Izabelle Anderson, Elbe 
Rees, Jodie Barnett, 
Ieuan Everett, Thomas 
Knapp, Cai Quary, 
Connor Jenkins, Amy 
Ruck and Alex Moodie. 

Class Assembly - 
Class 3, with Miss 
Morgan, will be perform¬ 
ing their assembly on 
Friday, February 15 in 
the school hall starting at 
10.15am. Parents and 
grandparents of the 
pupils taking part are 
welcome to attend and to 
stay for refreshments 
after the performance. 

Inter-school matches - 


The school rugby team 
will be taking part in the 
Keith Grice Memorial 
10-a-side tournament, 
being held at Porthcawl 
RFC tomorrow, Friday, 
February 15 starting at 
lpm. 

Football - Last week, 
the school football team 
took part in the New 
Directions 
Education/Npower 
Football League Kids 
Cup 2012/2013 tourna¬ 
ment at the House of 
Sport II which is situated 
at the rear of the Cardiff 
City Stadium. 

The squad consisted of 
Rhys Perry, Thomas 
Rees, Ben Evans, Liam 
Evans, Kieran Thomas, 
Alex Underhill and Mark 
Underhill. They played 
four games within their 
group against school 
teams from across south 
Wales. 

Internet Safety/Safer 
Surfing - PC Steve 
Carpenter, the school 
liaison officer visited last 
week to talk to the pupils 
about e-safety. Year 3 and 
4 pupils learned about 
internet safety while year 



Skipper Megan Jones in action. 


5 and 6 found out about 
safer surfing of the 
Internet and cyber-bully¬ 
ing. 

The school hopes that 
their pupils will now 
apply the information 
shared and the knowl¬ 
edge gained from these 
sessions when using the 
Internet and when social¬ 
networking. 

SHOUT 

Kenfig Hill SHOUT, the 
Forum for the over-50s, 
will be holding their 
next meeting at Theo’s 
Charity Shop, Bridge 


Street, Kenfig Hill on 
Tuesday, February 26 
between 2pm and 4pm. 

The speaker will be 
from Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Trading Standards. If you 
would like to have a say 
on how to improve local 
services for older people 
in your community you 
will be welcome to go 
along to this meeting. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the activi¬ 
ties in Kenfig Hill 
SHOUT, ring Stan 
Rumble on 01656 
741203. 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2013 fl»ghts at 

www.vueling.com 

Cardiff airppxtJH 
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Porthcawl Comprehensive maintains high 
standard with vibrant Jesus Christ Superstar 


T HERE’S one phrase that cropped 
up a lot in the programme notes 
for Porthcawl Comprehensive 
School’s production of Jesus Christ 
Superstar at the Grand Pavilion - and it 
was “This is X’s final year at the school”. 

The pressure was on, therefore, to come up with 
a suitable finale for a talented group whose last two 
productions, Fiddler On The Roof and Les 
Miserables, were outstanding. 

So, it’s a pleasure to report that the show was a 
vibrant musical event, expertly directed by Miss 
Kelly Hardwick and with high production values, 
looked after by Mr Joe Smith and the back stage 
crew of school pupils. 

The excellent band, under musical director Miss 
Lisa Mayo, kept the show driving along with great 
energy. 

There were also a number of fine performances 
from students, so let’s start with the girls because 
they are rather short changed by the storyline. 

There is just the one main role - Mary 
Magdalene - played by Natasja Bryant, in her final 
year. She gets one of the show’s big songs, ‘I Don't 
Know How to Love Him’, and she made it a high¬ 
light of the evening. 

For readers old enough to remember the original 
Yvonne Elliman version, which was a little on the 
smooth side, Natasja’s version was much more 
emotionally intense - and was all the better for that. 

The other girls are kept busy, working their socks 
off and changing costumes constantly to be the cho¬ 
rus, Roman centurions and (I think) temple priest¬ 
esses and they keep the narrative moving along. 

However, they will have to wait until next year 
before they can start competing for main roles. 

There were fine performances from the boys. 

Jack Davies played Pontius Pilate, and he will be 
back next year. He made the most of the role, show¬ 
ing excellent stage presence and a strong voice. 

Tom Hunt played Caiaphas, the chief priest, 
showing off a rich deep baritone that he had to sup¬ 
press when he played Marius in Les Mis. 

Richard Evans was a fine Peter, and he is another 
who will be leaving this summer after giving ster¬ 
ling service. 


REVIEW by PHILIP IRWIN 


There was comedy too from Keiran Bluck as 
King Herod. Keiran is very much the king of 
cameos, and he can be relied upon to get the maxi¬ 
mum laughs out of a scene. (Note: This role was 
played by Rhys Owen on the first two nights). 

Sam Pryce had the audience laughing too - play¬ 
ing Annus in the style of John Inman’s evil twin 
brother. 

The show is, of course, dominated by the two 
main characters, Jesus and Judas. 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith played Jesus as almost a lost 
soul - wracked by self doubt and wrestling with his 
thoughts - only breaking away from these to 
receive the adulation of his supporters. 

He suffered for his art, too, losing several stone - 
Anne Hathaway style - for the crucifixion scene! 

The compensation for this, of course, was that he 
got to sing ‘Gethsemane’ - a really testing piece - 
which he did brilliantly, and I think the audience 
reaction this year to that performance surpassed the 
ovation last year for ‘Bring Him Home’. 

The biggest role in the show, however, is Judas, 
played by Ryan Jenkins, who threw himself into it. 

Judas has to worship Jesus, doubt him, exhibit 
that emotional torture, and show how that turmoil 
turned to treachery, 

It’s a tall order and Ryan threw all those emo¬ 
tions into his performance. One minute he was pac¬ 
ing the stage like a manic game show host, the next 
he was a prosecutor, and then a spumed friend. 

Now and again, the emotional charge was at the 
expense of his diction, but he can be proud of his 
work. 

Joe and Ryan are also in their final year, so there 
will be plenty of new faces on stage next year. 

There are one or two things about Superstar that 
are difficult to overcome. There is a lot of music 
but it is short of stand-out songs, and Rice and 
Lloyd Webber took this on board for the next show 
they wrote, Evita, which had far more. 

However, the performers, helped by excellent 
direction, coupled with fine sets and imaginative 
lighting, made light of this and the standing ovation 
that greeted the cast on the night I saw the show 
was tmly deserved. 
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Young cast win deserved standing ovation as 
Porthcawl Comprehensive triumphs on stage 


PRINCIPAL CAST: 

Jesus Christ - Joe Wiltshire- 
Smith. 

Judas Iscariot - Ryan Jenkins 
Mary Magdalene - Natasja 
Bryant 

Pontius Pilate - Jack Davies 
King Herod - Kieran 
Bluck/Rhys Owen 

Caiaphas - Tom Hunt 
Annas - Sam Pryce 
Simon Zealotes - Harvey Jones 
Peter - Richard Evans 
Demonic figures: Rachel Allen; 
Ellie Morris and Katie Roberts. 

CAST: 

Tom Allen; Helen Anderson; 
Rhiannon Bevan; Max Bravery; 
Rebecca Chick; Vicky Davies; Rob 
Davis; Jack Easterbrook; Tabitha 
Ellams; Hazel Elstone; Tara 
Evans; Megan Goldberger; 
Rhiannon Griffiths; Lois Hadley; 
Jack Jones; Calum Joseph; Jess 
Kilpatrick; Imogen Kent; Nathan 
King; Daniel Knowles; Eve 
Lewis; George Neeson; Lauren 
Owen; Arran Pearce; Gethin 
Phillips; Izzi Pill-Williams; Henry 
Platts; Lucy Pugh-Bevan; Richard 
Price; Bethan Rees; Ellie Rosser; 
Jamie Sayce; Lewis Scott; 


Georgia Shallish; Nathan Tilley; 
Katelyn Weaver; Beth Williams; 
Hannah Williams; Georgia Young. 

ORCHESTRA: 

flute one - Karen Hnyda; flute 
two - Lowri Howell; clarinet one 

- Lizzie Hunt ; clarinet two - 
Alexandra Hunt and Lauren 
Pugh; bassoon - Lucy Millership; 
tenor saxophone - Tom Rees; horn 
one - Dave Hughes; horn two - 
Mark Pugh-Bevan; trumpet one - 
Simon Gray; trumpet two - Robert 
Young; trombone one - Gwyn 
Daniels; tuba - Peter 
Greenwood; drums - Huw 
Griffiths; percussion - Harriet 
Maine; piano, synth and harp 
Kathryn Lewis; synth two and 
chorus leader - Rhian Atherton; 
lead guitar - Dave Jefferies; 
rhythm guitar - Joel Frank; bass 
guitar - Geraint Evans; violin one 

- Helen Williams; violin one - Liz 
Jones; violin two - Lucy Noden 
and Imogen Kent; double bass - 
Jack Bridger. 

PRODUCTION TEAM: 

Director - Miss Kelly 
Hardwick. 

Musical director - Miss Lisa 
Mayo. 


Assistant musical directors - 
Mrs Rhian Atherton and Mrs 
Kathryn Lewis. 

Production manager — Mr Joe 
Smith. 

Cross construction - Mr Jon 
Kirk. 

Lighting - Mr Aaron Unsworth. 

Choreography - Miss Rachel 
Bowen-Jones. 

Sound - The Grand Pavilion 

Stage manager -Rebecca 
Brown. 

Deputy stage manager - 
Connor Watkins. 

Assistant stage manager - Zoe 
Davis. 

Stage crew - Kieren Pass; 
Lewis Wilkins; Andy Lewis-Jones; 
Josh Reeve; Tom Morgan. 

Mic runner - Emma Jenkins. 

Follow spot one - Jess 
Courtney-Hatcher. 

Follow spot two - Dylan Winn- 
Davies. 

Make-up - Jodie Teear and 
Natalia Davies. 

Costume team - Abbie Owen, 
Hazel Elstone amd Lucy Pugh- 
Bevan. 

Costume assistant - Kate 
Ebdon-Gorringe 




Judas sings the title song before the crucifixion scene. 



ABOVE: Jesus is surrounded by the bad guys, played by 
(clockwise from left): Sam Pryce, Ryan Jenkins, Tom Hunt, 
Harvey Jones and Jack Davies. 


Duplicate 

Bridge 

THE Porthcawl 
Duplicate Bridge Club 
is one of the oldest 
established bridge 
clubs in Wales - but 
also embraces modern 
technology, using com¬ 
puterised and ‘on-the- 
night’ electronic scor¬ 
ing. 

The latest results are: 

Saturday February 2: 
First - Trish Saunders & 
Terry Dolan; Second - 
Dil & Marian Evans 
Monday February 4: 
First - Terry Dolan & 
Roger Plant; Second - 
Sue Anthony & Betty 
Longley. Thursday 
February 7: First - Sue 
Anthony & Trish 
Saunders; Second - Julia 
Davies & Diane 
Reynolds 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the Rest 
Hotel (board-room). 

7pm. -10.15 pm. - visi¬ 
tors welcome at any 
time. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights, once a 
month there is a special 
night - club champi¬ 
onship, charity night, 
cheese and wine, etc. 

Our next special event is 
on February 14, the 
Meskin Bowl and Meskin 
Cup - visitors most wel¬ 
come. 

To contact the club, 
call our secretary 
Iri sh - 01656785794. 

TONY HAWORTH 
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Minister tells Dogs 
Trust, Bridgend: 

‘We aim to bring 
about cultural 
change in 
dog ownership’ 


ENVIRONMENT 
Minister, John 
Griffiths, recently 
visited the Bridgend 
Dogs Trust centre to 
see first hand the 
dog welfare and 
training that they 
offer. 

He said: “There are 
around half a million 
dogs in Wales and we are 
a nation of animal lovers. 
People expect the Welsh 
Government to take ani¬ 
mal welfare seriously 
and we are taking action 
to encourage more 
responsible dog owner¬ 
ship. 

“We want to encour¬ 
age more people to be 
responsible owners and 
to make an informed 
decision before bringing 


a dog into their homes. 
The Welsh Government 
is promoting a culture of 
change in attitudes to dog 
ownership. 

“Our proposals 
through the Control of 
Dogs Bill, which is out 
for consultation until 1 
March, focus on early 
intervention. The inter¬ 
vention process will 
include a requirement for 
mandatory training. 

“By encouraging 
effective dog training and 
owners understanding 
their dog’s needs, tangi¬ 
ble higher welfare bene¬ 
fits will be seen for the 
dog. At the same time the 
owner will know how to 
control their dog. 

“An owner who takes 
the time and patience to 
positively reward his or 
her dog during training 


Scammers 
come up with 
tax rebate 
temptation 

DON’T be hooked 
by suspicious 
emails offering 
quick cash - that’s 
the warning from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
trading standards 
team, after they dis¬ 
covered another 
phishing scam. 

Phishing involves an 
attempt to acquire per¬ 
sonal information such 
as usernames, passwords 
and credit card details by 
falsely claiming to be 
from a trustworthy 
source. This is usually 
done via email, and is a 
common practice. 

BCBC trading stan¬ 
dards officers have dis¬ 
covered an email claim¬ 
ing to be from Her 
Majesty’s Revenue & 

Customs (HMRC) offer¬ 
ing a tax refund. 

It states: “We identi¬ 
fied an error in the calcu¬ 
lation of your tax from 
the last payment, 
amounting to £273. In 
order for us to return the 
excess payment, you 
need to create a Tax 
Gateway account after 
which the funds will be 
credited to your speci¬ 
fied bank account. 

Please click “Get 
Started” below to claim 
your refund.” 

Suspicions were 


raised, as the team is 
aware that HMRC never 
send notifications of a 
tax rebate by email, or 
asks individuals to dis¬ 
close personal or pay¬ 
ment information by 
email. Residents are 
advised to delete such an 
email if received, as it 
could lead to the theft of 
personal data. 

Deputy Leader, Coun 
David Sage said: “This 
latest warning from our 
trading standards team 
follows on from a recent 
phishing scam involving 
an email purporting to be 
from Amazon. The con¬ 
tent of this latest email is 
very similar. 

“Many people may be 
tempted to click on the 
link in the hope of 
receiving good news 
about a tax rebate, but 
this may lead to the theft 
of your personal data 
and banking details. 

“Our message to resi¬ 
dents is always to 
beware anything that 
sounds too good to be 
true, as it probably is.” 

To report what you 
feel may be a fraudulent 
email, contact Citizens 
Advice consumer service 
on 08454 04 05 06 or 
email tradingstan- 
da rds @ b ridgend. gov. uk 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


shows a key understand¬ 
ing of dog behaviour. 
This is an effective 
method of training which 
has benefits for both the 
dog and owner. 

“We believe that by 
using legislation and 
developing higher wel¬ 
fare standards, we can 
make a significant differ¬ 
ence to preventing inci¬ 
dents of dog attacks in 
Wales. There are a lot of 
good and responsible dog 
owners but I want to see 
those numbers increase. 

“I was impressed at 
what I saw at the Dogs 
Trust and our proposals 
are another important 
step in our ongoing work 
to ensure we have more 
responsible dog owner¬ 
ship in Wales. Other 
work includes taking 
action to address dog 
breeding and compulsory 
microchipping.” 

Dogs Trust Campaigns 
manager for Wales, Sian 
Edwards, said: “The 
issue of out of control 
dogs is a very serious one 
and we believe that the 
promotion of responsible 
dog ownership through 
positive reinforcement 
training, as demonstrated 
to Mr. Griffiths at the 
centre, is the way for¬ 
ward. 

“At Dogs Trust 
Bridgend, roughly over 
50 per cent of dogs hand¬ 
ed in to us have had 
insufficient training and 
are given up for this rea¬ 
son. 

“We welcome the 
Welsh Government’s 
commitment to tackling 
dog control issues and 
promoting responsible 
ownership and eagerly 
await the outcome of the 
current consultation.” 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Hunger 

lunches 

IN support of the char¬ 
ity, Christian Aid, a 
lunch - consisting of a 
bowl of soup, bread 
and a Welsh cake, will 
be provided to every¬ 
one who would like to 
go along to Tondu 
Wesley Methodist 
Church on Saturday, 
February 25 between 
12noon and 1.15pm. 

The lunch costs 
£2.50, and all money 
raised will be donated to 
the charity. 

Saint’s 

concert 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir will appear 
at Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Ogmore Vale 
on Friday, March 1 
starting at 7pm, for a 
special St David’s day 
celebration organised 
by the choir and titled 
‘Cawl a Chan’ (Soup 
and Song). 

Under musical direc¬ 
tor Eira Paskin (a retired 
school teacher), along 
with their accompanists 
Debbie Lewis and 
Katrin Jenkins, this 
choir is renowned 
throughout South Wales. 

After this feast of 
music there will be a 
culinary feast of home 
made cawl, Bara Brith 
and Welsh cakes. Tickets 
are available from John 
on 01656 841429, or any 
choir member. 

School 

eisteddfod 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school, 

Llangeinor head¬ 
teacher Martin 

Griffiths invites every¬ 
one, including parents, 
governors and friends 
to the school’s 
eisteddfod on 

Thursday, March 1 in 
the main hall at 
9.30am. 

It is hoped that pupils 
will be dressed either in 
traditional Welsh cos¬ 
tume or red jerseys, and 
again the school will be 
supporting the ‘Go Red 
for the Prince’s Trust’ 
charity. 

Programmes will be 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 
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on sale to the visitors 
and the proceeds will be 
shared on a 50/50 basis 
between school funds 
and the charity. 

After the eisteddfod, 
visitors will be able to 
enjoy a free cup of tea or 
coffee, along with a 
Welsh cake. 

He has thanked pupils 
and parents for support¬ 
ing the recent cross¬ 
country race at 
Porthcawl comprehen¬ 
sive. 

Well done to the fol¬ 
lowing pupils: Amber 
Croale, loan Davies, 
Bailey Dowling, Rhian 
Jeremy, Kai Lewis, 
Jamie McCann, Rhodri 
O’Brien, Faith Rose, 
Thomas Sage, Jake 
Whitefield, and Tyler 
Williams. 

He also congratulates 
the 10 boys who repre¬ 
sented the school in the 
New Directions Football 
tournament at Cardiff 
City. They played 
exceptionally well, 
showing great team 
work and skill. They 
were runners-up in their 
group. 

The active school 
PTFA has organised a 
Valentine family night 
on Friday, February 15 
in the Richard Price 
Centre from 7pm-11pm, 
with entertainment from 
Garry Sage. All children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Entry is £2 per person 
(includes a bag of sweets 
and drink for children 
and entry into a raffle for 
adults). 

Ogmore Vale 
primary 
school 

HEADTEACHER 


Paul Booth informs 
parents that the school 
is organising themed 
competitions for the 
children to help cele¬ 
brate St David’s day. 

The nursery and 
reception class is 
encouraged make an 
artefact using any media 
that represents Wales. 

Years 1 and 2- a 
poster with a Welsh 
image using any materi¬ 
al. 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 - 
‘My Welsh Hero’ any 
format (poster, Power 
Point, written, collage 
etc); or handwrite and 
illustrate a copy of the 
Welsh national anthem. 

Paul hopes parents 
will encourage their 
children to enter the 
competition appropriate 
to their age group. 

Entries should be 
handed in to the teachers 
so that they can be 
judged. Prizes will be 
awarded in a full school 
assembly on Thursday 
March 1. 

Paul is introducing a 
new project at Ogmore 
Vale Primary this year. 
‘Bike It’ is run by 
Sustrans, sustainable 
transport charity, and 
will help more pupils to 
be able to cycle safely to 
and from school. 

Shout 

THE organisation for 
the over-50s holds 
regular meetings at 
the Evergreen Hall, 
Bridgend. 

The next meeting 
will be on Wednesday, 
February 20 at 10am; 
there will be a mystery 
guest speaker, and 
everyone is invited to 
Evergreen Hall. 


Town Hall 

COR Meibion Maesteg 
a’r Cylch (Maesteg and 
District male choir) 
will be holding its 38th 
annual concert at 
Maesteg town hall 
tomorrow, Saturday, 
February 16 at 7pm. 

The compere for the 
evening is the BBC pre¬ 
senter Beverley 

Humphreys, the conduc¬ 
tor will be Rhian 
Jenkins, and on the 
piano will be the well- 
known Ryan Wood. 

There are two guest 
artists - Trystan Llyr 
Griffiths (tenor) and 
award winning soprano 
Angharad Lisabeth 

Rees. 

Club recruits 

WYNDHAM Boys & 
Girls Club is looking 
for young players to 
join its under-8s foot¬ 
ball team and play in 
the Bridgend League 
on Sunday mornings. 

The next two games 
are at home games at the 
Planka (kick-off 

9.30am) on February 17 
and 24. Anyone interest¬ 
ed please come along 
with shin pads, boots 
and red top and shorts. 

Ladies choir 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) was 
formed in 1989 and 
present musical direc¬ 
tor is Paul Deenik- 
Bradley. 

Accompanist Laura 
Smith, is also an accom¬ 
panist for the Eisteddfod 
- winning Bridgend 
male choir. 

The ladies choir is 
performing in a concert 


at the Celtic club, Garth 
on Saturday, March 2 at 
7pm, joined by Cor 
Meibion Maesteg a’r 
Cylch, tickets are £5 and 
can be obtained from 
Ruth on 01656 733581. 

The rehearses at the 
above club on 
Wednesday evenings at 
7pm; visitors and new 
members welcome. 

‘Enjoy the 
Outdoors’ 

ENJOY the Outdoors 
is the call to youngsters 
aged 16 to 25 living in 
the Bridgend area to 
have two free days at 
Margam Park with 
transport and lunches 
provided, learning how 
to build a shelter, and 
cook over a camp fire. 

Organised by the 
Lottery-funded 
Siaradwn Ni ‘Let’s Talk’ 
programme, it will assist 
emotionally vulnerable 
young people to 
improve their confi¬ 
dence, and self-esteem. 

One in four of us 
experience mental 
health problems at some 
time in our lives and 
Siaradwn Ni battles the 
stigma attached to men¬ 
tal health issues. 

Contact 07969270607 
/01656 727800 or email: 
rhyshearne@ground- 
workbnpt.com to reserve 
a place or for more 
information. 

Mental 

wellbeing 

WELLBEING centres 
have been set up which 
provide free advice and 
information on all 
aspects of mental 
health, and one-to-one 
support from commu¬ 
nity support workers. 

There are two more 
wellbeing centres in 
place locally, which pro¬ 
vide activities: Bridgend 
Community 
Companions Cafe, 
Westward Community 
Centre, Llangewydd 
Road, Cefn Glas, CF31 
4JR; and Pencoed 
Community 
Companions Cafe, 
Pencoed Miner’s 

Welfare Hall, Heol Y 
Groes, Pencoed. 


GHOSTLY TALES FROM DISTANT PYLE... 


THE small community of Pyle 
(or Y Pil in Welsh) lies six miles 
west of Bridgend and is mainly 
recognised by the crossroads at 
its heart. 

Directly off the crossroads is the 
impressive St James’ Church, which 
towers above the community, replacing 
the lost Church of Kenfig prior to 
1485. It therefore adopted the same 
name by an order from the diocesan 
court by the people of Pyle. 

It was built in perpendicular style 
with a castellated tower, chancel, nave, 
and south porch, to name a few distinct 
features. 

During ancient times, the original 
priest’s door leading into the chancel 
was walled in, an action typical of that 
period. 

Registers relating to the church date 
back to 1695. It is also appropriately 
styled, similar to the church at nearby 
Maudlam. 

A 12th Century document states that 
a ford ‘Redesice’ (Rhyd y Sais - The 
English Ford) crossed the Avan Vach 
around the spot of the modern railway 
bridge. 

During the 13th Century, most of the 
land at Pyle and the surrounding area 
was owned by the Grammas family 


who may have lived at Marlas, also 
known as Grammas Hill. 

The origins of the community are 
surrounded by mystery, but during 
medieval times it fell into the district 
of Peytevin, which was when Pyle was 
originally created (1439), because the 
sands had engulfed the old town of 
Kenfig, and the Burgesses spread 
throughout the vicinity to take refuge 
from the raging sandstorms. 

Pyle was an en-route trail between 
Stormy Down and Margam, and was 
recognised as a settlement area for the 
re-establishment of the new town of 
Kenfig. 

It was Richard Neville (Warwick the 
Kingmaker who put two kings upon 
the throne) who attempted to transfer 
the Borough of Kenfig. 

He was executed during the Battle 
of Barnet in 1471, so he did not 
achieve his goal. However, this date 
was carved into a shield high in the 
roof of the nave of the church in 
remembrance of him. 

Could his faithful parishioners have 
performed this deed as a mark of 
respect to their knight in shining 
armour? 

Pyle was an important village dur¬ 
ing the mid-19th Century because of 
the industrial development. 


On the A48 towards Margam a large 
house stands, stretching back from the 
road. Built by Thomas Mansel Talbot 
around 1782, it bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the Old House Inn, 
which was probably built around the 
same time. 

A Roman milestone was unearthed 
in the area, giving us an indication of 
earlier activity throughout Pyle. 
Legend maintains that St James’ 
churchyard is no stranger to spooky 
occurrences, with the chilling sound of 
a ghostly voice chanting the names of 
parishioners who are doomed to die in 
the coming year, particularly at the 
dead of night on Halloween. 

This spooky occasion is known to 
unrest the spirits of the deceased, who 
take pleasure in visiting our earthly 
realm to play havoc with the living. 

This ghostly voice can also recite in 
a different tone the names of those who 
are due to marry in the coming year. 
Could these unnerving chants be the 
spirits of the departed, vying for the 
attention of the living, or just natural 
reverberations from the surrounding 
area? 

‘Bwci Bo’ is a gnome-like figure 
said to live in a field known as 
Puckwall, which is on the edge of the 
village of Pyle. This mischievous 


phantom is said to visit farmhouses at 
the dead of night, casting his spell of 
bad luck upon residents, but is this elu¬ 
sive image a tale of fantasy passed 
down through the depths of time? 

Pyle Inn was a public house now 
lost in time. It was run by two gentle¬ 
men, father and son, named John 
Simpson between 1828 and 1886. 
Ghostly tales have been rife ever since, 
and the image of a mysterious stage¬ 
coach with a team of six horses gallop¬ 
ing at speed with the driver perched on 
top curse the area, normally during the 
hours of darkness. 

This procession is said to disappear 
into obscurity, never to be seen again 
in the same night. Could this surreal 
procession be from an era when coach 
and horses were the only mode of 
transport? 

A sad tale states that one tragically 
overturned when it ran into the parapet 
of a low bridge many years ago, but 
could this be a reenactment of the trag¬ 
ic tale, or a mass figment of imagina¬ 
tion? 

Fact or Fiction? It’s up to you to 
decide. 

Hayley Williams 
hayley. williams550@ yahoo.com 
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Charities benefit from funds raised 
at carnival and Christmas swim 



PORTHCAWL 
Buckaneers, who 
organize Porthcawl 
Carnival, and the 
Porthcawl 
Christmas Morning 
Swim committee, 
held their second 
joint presentation, 
formally handing 
over £10,500 to local 
organisations cho¬ 
sen to benefit. 

‘Swim’ treasurer 
Marilyn Smith said: 
“Besides the cheques we 
have donated this 
evening, we are also 
aware of several thou¬ 
sand pounds more that 
some organisations will 
benefit from, as a result 
of sponsorship not 
included in this evening’s 
total”. 

During the evening, 
Porthcawl Carnival’s 
Kerry Marlow presented 
cheques to: Porthcawl 
Sea Cadets, Porthcawl 
Senior Football, the 
Sandville, Porthcawl 
Stroke Club, Kenfig 
Community, Porthcawl 
Fire Service, Porthcawl 
Coastguard Unit, Newton 
Church, Bridgend 
Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and Porthcawl 
Counselling - Ty Elis. 

This was followed by 
Porthcawl Christmas 
Morning Swim’s presen¬ 
tation. The Swim’s two 
main beneficiaries, 
Porthcawl RNLI and 
Wales Air Ambulance 
received their cheques 
from the Mayor of 
Porthcawl, Coun Alana 
Davies. 

The chairman of the 
Swim, Nicola Willis, pre¬ 
sented the following local 
organisations with their 
presentation cheques: 
Porthcawl and Pyle 
Pumas Amateur Boxing 
Club, Latch, Porthcawl 
Stroke Club, Porthcawl 
Mayor’s Fund, Trinity 
Care Club, Porthcawl 
YMCA, Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support 
Group, Porthcawl 
Kidney Research, Ty Elis 
and Porthcawl Museum. 

The Mayor of 
Bridgend County 

Borough, Coun Marlene 
Thomas, presented 
cheques to organisations 
that had helped with safe¬ 
ty during the Swim: St. 
John Ambulance, 

Porthcawl Coastguard 
Association, The Fire 
Service Benevolent 
Fund, and Porthcawl 



John Berry of 
Porthcawl YMCA. 

Lifeguard Club. 

Their spokesman for 
the organisers, Ian 
Stroud, told guests: 
“Thanks to the generosity 
shown by swimmers and 
spectators on Christmas 
morning we had a very 
good bucket collection. 

“Our funds were also 
boosted this year by some 
swimmers raising money 
for us via sponsorship. 
Added to the money 
raised by our committee 
before Christmas, this all 
helped to boost the 
amount we were able to 
donate. 

“Thanks also go to all 
the spectators who gener¬ 
ously give their coins to 
all collectors who walk 
the Porthcawl Carnival 
route alongside the 
colourful floats. 

The Buckaneer’s 
Martin Owen said: 
“There was tremendous 
goodwill demonstrated at 
the presentation and, 
w hi le we who represent 
the Carnival and the 
Swim committee consid¬ 
er we work hard to put on 
our respective events, 
many of our guests, rep¬ 
resenting local organisa¬ 
tions, spend many hours 
for the benefit of our 
community and we were 
very pleased to offer 
them some financial 
help’. 

Nicola Willis said: 
“As an organising com¬ 
mittee, we were delighted 
at the way we have been 
supported again this year. 

“We would like to 
thank all swimmers, 
spectators, individuals, 
businesses and organisa¬ 
tions who help us in so 
many ways to make the 
swim such a successful 
event in Porthcawl’s cal¬ 
endar.” 



ABOVE: The mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Alana Davies, 
presented trophies to the two longest-serving Christmas 
swimmers, Victor Davies (left) and Chris Hughes. 



ABOVE: Kerry Marlow of the Buckaneers presented 
a cheque to firefighters from Porthcawl. 



ABOVE: County Borough Mayor Coun Marlene Thomas 
presented a Christmas swim cheque to Porthcawl firefighters. 



ABOVE: Nicola Willis with Nina and Les Charlesworth 
of Porthcawl Parkinsons Support Group. 



PHOTOS by 
GLYN EVANS 
Pictures can be 
purchased by 
contacting: 
e-mail ffotoim 
age @tiscali. co.uk 
telephone 07791 
228684. 
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ABOVE: Cdt Evans, Cdt Cpl Norris, ISCFS Cooper, Cdt Barrett 

Afan Argoed challenge for 
the Kenfig Hill Air Cadets 


SATURDAY, February 2, was a lovely 
day weatherwise - but come Sunday, the 
weather turned and visibility was not that 
good, with a low mist. 

That didn’t stop 21 teams of Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets of No3 Welsh Wing taking part in the annu¬ 
al Afan Argoed challenge. 

The team from Kenfig Hill consisted of Instructor 
Staff Cadet Fit Sgt Cooper, Cadet Cpl Norris, Cadet 
Barrett and Cadet Evans. 

They completed the course in an excellent time 
and came top in the outdoor section. While they had 
more points than last year, the competition was stiff 
and though they were up against more experienced 
teams, they managed to achieve 10th position over¬ 
all. 

Officer Cadet Lewis, who supervised the team, 
said that everyone enjoyed the day and they hoped 
to be better placed next year. 

A proud day for 
Sgt Kevin Gould! 

IT was a proud evening for ATC Sgt Kevin Gould 
at the end of January when he was presented 
with the Lord Lieutenant for Mid Glamorgan’s 
Certificate of merit at an awards evening in the 
Heritage Park Hotel. 

Fit Lt B C Thomas, Officer Commanding 
2117(Kenfig Hill) ATC Squadron, said: “Over his 
years of service with Kenfig Hill, Sgt Gould has 
been extremely proactive in organising visits to 



Sgt (ATC) K Gould. 

local aerospace industries, which has allowed the 
cadets to be shown around the facilities of various 
companies and the opportunities that are available. 

“He also organised a very successful visit to RAF 
Northolt at the end of last year, which included a trip 
to London visiting various places of interest includ¬ 
ing a photo call outside No 10 Downing Street. 

“Sgt Gould gives up a lot of his free time, not 
only to the squadron, but also other local Squadrons 
and No3 Welsh Wing in general, which is reflected 
in him being nominated for this award.” 

LINDSAY THOMAS 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 



*"“* APPUANCE & 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING FEBRUARY Only with this advert 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 
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fill op ON 

BARRV' s 

biggest 

BUFFET 

variety 

nights 


PIE NI 




Viurrv ^ 

GRILL BAR? 

rna CHICKEN FEAST 

SUndau Carvery 


A different all you can eat buffet every night 
at your new Brewers Fayre from just 

£7.99 


From our classic Pie Night to our delicious Curry Night, you can enjoy 
o different buffet every night of the wee* with our all you can eat 
Theme Nights. So. you’re guaranteed to find something the whole 
family will love From 5pm weekdays ar>d from 12 noon at weekends, 

Rut if you can’t wait until the evening, there’s always our scrumptious 
range of buffet favourites for just £5 99 - available every weekday between 
12 noon and 5pm. And if you don t fancy a buffet, our Pub Classics menu 
is avai able all day every day 

You can find your new Brewers Fayre on Barry waterfront next to the 
Old Pumphouse. To book, or for more information, call us on 01446 724971 


yobFooo, 

Brewers 

Fayre 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by theirfamilies 


Marie Curie 


m 


The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature 


MAKE DAFFODIL DAY A 
GOLDEN ONE FOR MARIE 
CURIE CANCER CARE! 


...Turn your workplace 
yellow on St David’s Day! 


V OLUNTEERS and staff at the 
Marie Curie Hospice in 
Penarth are hoping that their 
flagship fundraising campaign - the 
Great Daffodil Appeal - will hit the 
heights once again this year. 

The Great Daffodil Appeal is Marie Curie 
Cancer Care’s biggest fundraising campaign, 
taking place each March. 

A spokeswoman said: “The 2012 appeal 
was a massive success and we raised a stag¬ 
gering £6.68 million. 

“Every March, millions of people across 
the UK support the Great Daffodil Appeal by 
simply giving a donation to wear a daffodil 
pin. 

“The money raised is vital in helping 
Marie Curie nurse terminally ill people at 
home in their final hours.” 

Why collect for the 
Great Daffodil Appeal? 

(a nurse's story) 

“When you pick up your daffodil pin this 
March, I'd like to ask you to take a moment to 
think about your own story — the one that 
made you want to support Marie Curie. 

“I lost my best friend to cancer, and every 
time I look at my daffodil pin, I’ll be thinking 
of all the wonderful times we shared. 

“But no matter what your reason is, I hope 
you will join me in supporting the Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

“Without your help, Marie Curie nurses like 
me would not be able to care for people with 
terminal cancer when it really matters the 
mnvt ” 

ANNAMENON, 
Marie Curie nurse. 


Marie Curie Cancer 
Care Devoted to Life 

I enclose a donation payable to 

Marie Curie Cancer Care of: 

£25 £15 £10 

Other £. 

To make a credit card donation 

please call 029 20426068 

I am interested in doing some vol¬ 
untary work such as in a shop 
or fundraising. 

Name. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Telephone. 

Please return this form to: 

Georgina Burke, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR 


FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

Ask everyone in your workplace to wear 
something yellow to work on March 1. 

It’s a great way to have a good time, get to 
know your colleagues better and get every¬ 
one working together to support one valuable 
cause. 

(If you can’t make March 1 - any other day 
in the month will do!) 

The spokeswoman added: “Add a subtle 
splash of colour with a tie, socks or tights, or 
dazzle your colleagues with top-to-toe yellow. 

“Whatever your style, be sure to wear a 
daffodil pin. Not only do they brighten up an 
outfit, but every donation for a daffodil will 
also boost your fundraising total. 

“Everyone can be part of ‘Wear 
Something Yellow to Work’ - you could even 
suggest a friendly £2 forfeit to anyone not 
wearing yellow.” 

‘DAFFODIL DANCE’ 

Another fundraising idea is to organise a 
sponsored ‘Daffodil Dance’ event with 
friends or a dance club. 

The spokeswoman said: “Using steps 
designed by some of the UK’s top choreogra¬ 
phers, you can learn and perform a dance 
routine to raise money for the Great Daffodil 
Appeal.” 

The dance routines can be downloaded 
from the Marie Curie website on 
www.marie curie, org. uk/daffodil 

All you need do is pick a dance style, and 
you can choose from seven exhilarating rou¬ 
tines: Line dancing; ballroom dancing; salsa 
dancing; Zumba; Irish dancing; modern jive 
and Ceilidh dancing. 

The spokeswoman added: “Don’t feel lim¬ 
ited by the dance types on offer. You can also 
choreograph your own Daffodil Dance rou¬ 
tine in any style. 

“Carry on and learn the dance moves with 
your friends or dance club, then perform and 
collect your sponsorship. Set a date in March 
to perform your routine and ask everyone to 
sponsor you in support of the Great Daffodil 
Appeal!” 

“Register today and we’ll send you a 
fundraising pack filled with ideas and tips to 
help you and your colleagues have lots of fun 
and raise money. 

“We’ll also include a bag of distinctive daf¬ 
fodils to help you boost your fundraising 
total!” 



A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Proudly supporting 

MARIE CURIE 
CANCER CARE 


m 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 


ABOVE: Volunteer Jodie Bowman says that 
collecting for Marie Curie is a lot of fun! 


COUNCILLOR 
ERIC HACKER 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y CYNGHORYDD 
ERIC HACKER 

Fel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


Wishes the Daffodil 
Appeal every success 


33 Clearwater Way, Lakeside, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2075 4388 


CLARITY' 

Copiers Bridgend 

www.clarityglamorgan.co.uk 

• Independently-owned local business 

• Prompt, professional service from their 
highly-trained staff - not automated! 

• No obligation basis 

• Currently in a contract? Settlement, 
upgraded equipment - call now! 

• Tailor-made solutions to SAVE £££s ^ 

The Gear Choice - Our service sets the standard 

SHARP T: 0871 226 5898 
MAIN DEALER F: 0871 226 5899 


vVv 

V) € * 


\ 


Adey * * 
Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 


Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

1 Free initial consultation 

* New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

* Company formations/audits 
► VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


www .funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

7Are pleased to support 
The Marie Curie Appeal 

Vale Forge, North Road, I 
Cowbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 




♦ 


Pleased to 
assist Marie Curie 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 

55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@samsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com 


w 

AITA 

WI8930 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

Councillor 

LES 

SWORD 

and members of 
the Town Council 

wish the ‘Daffodil 
Campaign every success *7* 



Hal umm 


;iTOR3 - 

Conveyancing - Residential & Commercial 


For Wills and Probate, contact Mr. J.A.Taylor 

Home visits can be arranged 

Also a full range of legal services. 

Free written quotation on request. 


Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 
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Roses are red 
the !f(ed jjon is too... 

Bring your Valentine 
k because there’s a great J 
menu for you! 

3 courses 
£16.95 


MEALS 

LUNCHTIMES^ EVENINGS 

from £3.95 
£7.95 

Now Booking 


Out and About with The GEM 


What’s on and where. 


CAOS 

musicals 

CAOS Loves Musicals, 
St Athan Community 
Hall, Friday, February 
15 at 7.30pm and 
Rhoose Community 
Hall, on Saturday 
(February 16) at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £5 (call 
01446 713110) or pur¬ 
chase on the night. 

Drama 

festival 

ON February 15-16, 
Glamorgan Federation 
of Young Farmers will 
be holding their annu¬ 
al drama competition 
weekend at the 
Princess Royal 
Theatre, Civic Centre, 


Port Talbot, SA13 1PJ. 

Curtain up is at 7pm 
on both evenings, and 
there will be seven 
clubs competing for the 
Clive Richards 
Memorial Shield: Wick, 
Llantrisant, Gower, 
Bridgend, Maendy, 
Gelligaer, and Neath. 

More information at 
Glamorgan @ yfc- 
wales.org.uk or tele¬ 
phone 07779 331839. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

THE Llantwit First 
Independents will be 
holding a surgery at 
the Heritage Centre, 
Town Hall, Llantwit 
Major this Saturday, 
February 16, from 
9.30am-11.30am. 


BONVILSTON 
01446 781208 


n 


Let us know what’s on and 
where in your area - email: 

gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9.15am, Friday 6 & 7.15pm 
At St Nicholas Hall, Barry 


New Beginners Class 

Starts Monday 25 February 10.30am 


Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 



New Tenants and an exciting new menu at 

THE 

WHITE 
LION 

Y STRADO WEN 

FOOD SERVED: 

12 noon - 2.30pm; 5pm - 8pm 
Sunday Lunches 12 noon - 3pm 

Starters from £2.95 

Speciality ‘share’ dishes too! 

SPECIALS BOARD Delicious Desserts £3.95 

SundayLunch £7.95 

Beer Battered fillet of Cod (child) £4.95 

Whole Lemon Sole Freshly made Liglu Bites from £3 ' 95 

oven baked served with a lime zest butter, Children s Menu 

garlic baby potatoes and glazed parsnips. Takeaways available 

Pan Fried Fillet of Sea Bass 

with a vine tomato and fresh basil compote, 
crushed rosemary potatoes and a selection 
of fresh vegetables 

Home Made Steak & Doombar Pie 
Smoked Haddock Pancakes 

in a cheese sauce, topped with a poached egg. 

Traditional Chargrilled Steaks 

The menu changes on a daily basis 
in accordance with produce availability 


: * 

1 at 


5 


A traditional country inn welcome is exended by Gwyn and ‘Pon’ Griffiths 
enhanced by chef Tony’s home cooked and locally sourced favourites and 
speciality dishes . . . Plus roaring fire, regular guest ales and 

‘they believe, one of the best Sunday Lunches in the area!’ 

(Sunday booking advisable) 

Make time to relax and unwind. 

This Saturday, 16th February, 12 noon - 2pm 
THAI BUFFET - All you can eat - £9.95! 

Now Booking for Mother’s Day - 10th March 

(12 noon - 1.30 / 1.30 - 3pm) 

Authentic home-made burgers coming soon . . . 

Please call 01446 772202 


Residents who have 
any issues to raise are 
welcome to attend. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

LABOUR Vale and 
town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court 
wards, Barry, 

Bronwen Brooks, 
Pamela Drake, Jeff 
Evans and Stuart 
Egan, will be holding 
their regular, monthly 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, February 16 
from 10am-11.30am in 
the meeting room of 
Barry Library, Kings 
Square. 

No appointment is 
necessary. 

Group’s 

AGM 

COWBRIDGE Senior 
Citizens AGM will 
take place in the 
Lesser Hall on 
Thursday, February 
21 at 2pm. All wel¬ 
come. 

Help with future 
planning of events 
would be appreciated. 
Telephone 01446 
775508for more infor¬ 
mation. 

Art society 
meeting 

ON Thursday, 
February 21, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome a 
Carmarthen artist, 
Mark Morris, who will 
give a demonstration 
of painting a town- 
scape in acrylics. 

The society meets on 


Thursday evenings at 
the Old Hall, 

Cowbridge (from 7pm- 
9pm). Visitors are most 
welcome. 

For the full pro¬ 
gramme, see wwwlcow- 
bridgeartsociety. com 

History talk 

THE Rhoose and 
District History 
Society is holding its 
monthly meeting on 
Friday, February 22, 
at 7.30pm, in the 
Lesser Hall of Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
inStewart Road. 

The chairman, Coun 
Jeff James,, said: “Our 
monthly meetings are 
proving popular, thanks 
to excellent speakers 
and topics and this 
month is no exception. 

“ We have Don 
Gerrard, who will be 
talking on Smullger of 
the Bristol Channel ”. 

All are welcome and 
the entrance fee is just 
£1, which helps cover 
the cost. 

Charity 

coffee 

ON February 22, the 
Porthcawl committee 
of Cancer Research 
UK will be holding 
their annual coffee 
morning at All Saints 
Church Hall at 11am. 

Stalls. Tickets £1.50, 
or pay at the door. 
Support the fight 
against cancer. 


LIFT 

group 

meets 

VOLUNTARY 
organisation LIFT 
(Life Is For Today), 
a self-help group 
for those affected 
by breast cancer, 
meets regularly to 
offer support and 
friendship for peo¬ 
ple living in the 
Vale. 

On alternate 
Wednesdays, relaxation 
therapies, such as Reiki, 
reflexology and Indian 
head massage, will be 
offered from 10am-lpm. 

On other Wednesdays 
in the month, there will 
be visits out or speakers, 
which usually take place 
from 2pm-4pm. 

The next LIFT group 
meetings will be in 
Cowbridge on February 
20, between 2pm-4pm, 
with a talk on Positivity; 
March 6, between 
10am-lpm: relaxation 
therapies. 

Contact Anne on 
01446 772843 or Jan 
01446 774575for fur¬ 
ther information. 


Skyfall 

screening 

BIG SCREEN’S next 
film is Skyfall (Cert 
12A) on Thursday, 
February 21 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

When MI6 comes 
under attack, James 
Bond 007 (Daniel Craig) 
has to defend M (Judi 
Dench) at all costs. 

Tickets £4 (available 
in advance from the 
Town Clerk’s office, or 
on the door). 


f LLANTWIT MAJOR 

CRAFT & 
GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 
Regular monthly fairs 
restart this Saturday 
16th February - 
Llantonian Hall 
(behind the library) 
10.00am - 3pm 

Come and see your regular favourites, look at 
new stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E: petashields@gmaiLcom J 


16th February V 

Orchid Day 

with Ian Parsons 
Orchid care & talk 
_I I am & 2pm_ 

Sunday, 17th February 

Terry Walton - 2pm 

Author of‘My life on a hillside allotment \ 

Plus Owls 4U, RSPB stall 
& Farm Food Produce. 
Kettler Clearance 

Garden Furniture 
up to 70% off 

Mix & Match 



Large selection of outdoor 
pots & shrubs 

• Seed potatoes 

• Bulbs - including Begonia & Dahlia 
• Propagation 

• Coffee Shop - home cooked 
daily specials £3.95 

Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2059 8118 

www.stylegardens.co.uk 


Fontygary 


r^i 


/ LEISURE 
f PARK 

Fontygary, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3ZT 
Tel. 01446 710386 


SWIMMING LESSONS 

to commence 22nd 
February (5 week course) 

Fridays Beginners/ 

Improvers/Advanced 
Saturday Mornings: 

Beginners 

Limited spaces available - small classes 

Contact Jennie 01446 710386 
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Hitchcock an 
enjoyable, if light, 
look at director 


T here is lit¬ 
tle argument 
that one of 
the most pivotal 
films in cinematic 
history is Psycho , 
Alfred Hitchcock's 
classic - but the 
backstory to the 
film, and the mak¬ 
ing of it - is a tale 
in itself worth 
telling. 

It is one one that has 
now reached cinemas, 
under the name 
Hitchock. 

Anthony Hopkins 
plays the director, as we 
follow him and his wife 
Alma (Helen Mirren) as 
they go about making 
the film, with stars Janet 
Leigh (Scarlett 
Johansson), Vera Miles 
(Jessica Biel) and 
Anthony Perkins (James 
D'Arcy), and the 
impact it has upon their 
personal, and profes¬ 
sional, lives... 

It appears with the 
release of Hitchcock, 
and BBC's The Girl 
(which told of the mak¬ 
ing of The Birds) that 
the life of Alfred 
Hitchcock is most cer¬ 
tainly one deserving of 
being told, the man 
behind the character 
deeply intriguing and 
compelling. 

Getting an actor of 


the magnitude of 
Anthony Hopkins to 
take on the mantle of 
one of the finest direc¬ 
tors in the medium of 
cinema certainly adds 
gravitas, but come the 
conclusion you can't 
help but feel Hitchcock 
doesn't dig as deeply 
into his psyche as you 
would perhaps hope. 

This is a film that is 
as much about 
Hitchcock as it is his 
relationship with wife 
Alma, a woman whose 
talent brought much to 
his work but who will¬ 
ingly allowed her hus¬ 
band to take centre 
stage. 

As such, pairing 
Helen Mirren with 
Hopkins is a master¬ 
stroke, the pair shining 
brightly, with Mirren 
taking the honours pri¬ 
marily, as she isn't 
encumbered by such a 
larger-than-life charac¬ 
ter. 

Instead, while 
Hopkins battles his way 
through the excellent 
prosthetics and vocal 
tics to deliver a per¬ 
formance that manages 
to stay a step ahead of 
being a caricature, 
Mirren essays a woman 
whose devotion to her 
husband is tested not 
just by the background 
to making Psycho but 
also by an author who 


Valentine 
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& 

Offer 

CD 

O) 
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Beads 
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5 

Pendants 
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at 15% OFF 
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S' 

16th February 2013 

2 

Offer available 

X 

in store only 

<i> 



New Colours of the 

Qo 

Polaris beads 

— 

now in stock and a 

p 

new consignment of 

jS 

Luna Soft now 


arrived 



www.boxesandbusts.co.uk 
Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind est, Barry, CF63 2BE 
or ring 01446 701230. Hrs: Mon-Sat 9am-4pm 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


who wants to work with 
her (a deliciously oily 
Danny Huston). 

Mirren's performance 
is a wonder, the strength 
of the actress being 
reflected in Alma’s 
steely resolve, but 
showing how that 
resolve is teased with 
by her husband's actions 
and the pressures of 
their relationship. 

Hopkins is somewhat 
let down by a script that 
occasionally makes 
interesting observations 
about Hitchcock, but 
too often resorts to the 
stereotypical elements 
of the director's life. 

We know he loved 
blondes and grew over¬ 
ly attached to his lead¬ 
ing ladies, and we know 
he was a prickly indi¬ 
vidual, but the script 
doesn't give us more 
than this, Hopkins' per¬ 
formance contending 
with this base character¬ 
isation. 

Around the pair are 
nicely tuned, but slight, 
turns by the likes of 
Scarlett Johansson, 
Jessica Biel, Michael 
Stuhlbarg and James 
D'Arcy, but the main 
focus is on the central 
pairing and their per¬ 
formances are pleasing 
to watch. 


Director Sacha 
Gervasi shoots the film 
in a very low-key way 
(almost television-esque 
at times) but commits to 
the blackly comic tone 
wholly, the film never 
quite taking itself fully 
seriously. 

It doesn't lapse into 
full-on comedy, but 
there is a certain playful 
element to it that 
Gervasi relishes in. 

While it makes some 
nice little nods towards 
Hollywood's tendency 
to play it safe (even 
then, it seems, there was 
little desire to take 
risks) and highlights 
how Hitchcock's desire 
to make the film, and 
the way it was present¬ 
ed, was going against 
the grain of the times, 
not enough is made to 
place the film within the 
context of pushing the 
boundaries. 

Ironically, the slasher 
template that Hitchcock 
pioneered with Psycho 
is now de rigeur for the 
type of horror films that 
are accepted as par for 
the course and clog cin¬ 
emas while pushing 
riskier fare away. 

Certainly Hitchock is 
a likeable film with 
pleasing turns and a 
gentle, humorous tone; 
but it could have been 
much more and it's fail¬ 
ure to dig deeper means 
it isn't as vital as it 
should have been. 

VERDICT A pleas 
ant and intriguing tale, 
Hitchock is an easy 
watch that plays it a lit¬ 
tle too safe at times. 
Some strong perform¬ 
ances by Anthony 
Hopkins and Helen 
Mirren give the film lift, 
but it's lack of bite 
makes it a missed 
opportunity to tell the 
story of a great director 
and film. Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Gods and 
Monsters (1998), Ed 
Wood (1994). 


ATTENTION... 

Why not invest in a bargain or 
convert some extra cashflow 

AUCTION SALE 

Saturday 23rd February, 2.30pm 

Closing date entries, 
Wednesday, 20th February 

Cars, 3-piece suites, oak 
furniture, antiques, collectibles etc 
at 

PONTYCLUN AUCTIONS 

Coedcae Lane, Talbot Green CF72 9EN 

Enquiries call Tony on 07849 432 085 
Email: pontyclunauctions@hotmail.co.uk 
www.pontyclunauctions.co.uk 


THE VALE RAMBLERS GO 
WALKING IN THE RAIN! 



THE weather fore¬ 
cast said it was 
going to rain, and 
they weren’t 
wrong, as 11 hardy 
Vale Ramblers 
(with Del Rees, the 
leader), set off for 
an eight-mile walk 
in the Blaenavon 
area. 

Arriving at the start 
of the walk at 
Cwmtillery Nature 
Reserve, waterproof 
trousers and jackets at 
the ready, although one 
bright walker had the 
forethought to bring a 
large umbrella with her 
- not the usual equip¬ 
ment a rambler usually 
carries - but today, it 
came in handy. 

We made our way out 
of the Reserve and 
began to climb up Twyn 
Gwryd, eventually mak¬ 
ing our way to the top, 
but due to the mist, it 
was impossible to see 
anything other than a 
few feet in front of us. 

Undaunted, we made 
our way across the 
heather. As we made the 
descent, the mist 
seemed to clear at the 
lower level, and in the 
distance we could see 
our destination, The Big 

Ty Cadog 
Scrabble 

THINGS are really 
hotting up for the Ty 
Cadog project! 

An evening in 
Penarth’s Windsor Arms 
drew some who had 
never realised Welsh 
Scrabble existed. 

A few giggled their 
way through the entire 
evening, clearly enjoying 
themselves, and a num¬ 
ber, including one of the 
organisers, who stared 
despairingly at their 
selection of letters, but 
were happy to stretch out 
the sgwrs (chat) until 
closing time. 

The next Windsor 
Arms event will be a quiz 
on March 8 but, in the 
meantime, if you haven’t 
yet completed our bilin¬ 
gual questionnaire, 
please do so, at 
http://www. surv eymon- 
key.com/s/58VF7ZN 

With residents’ sup¬ 
port, the canolfan 
Gymraeg in Barry could 
be opening within a few 
months. 

Am gyffro! What 
excitement! 
www. ty cadog. org 


Pit Museum. It made a 
welcome stop and we 
all enjoyed eating our 
food in the dry. 

After lunch, we visit¬ 
ed the Mining Galleries, 
where we enjoyed an 
exciting audio-visual 
experience with exhibi¬ 
tions of modern mining 
equipment. 

Leaving the dry, we 
made our way along the 
track, pass the volun¬ 
teer-run Pontypool & 
Blaenavon railway 
where a steam train runs 
along a track between 


Big Pit station and 
Whistle Stop at the 
other end. 

Stopping off at the 
pub of the same name, 
the Whistle Stop Inn for 
a swift half, we made 
our way back up the 
track, which would take 
us back over the moun¬ 
tain back to the other 
side of the valley and 
back to the start of the 
walk. 

Coming down the 
other side, the mist had 
lifted slightly, and in the 
distance we could see 


the Cwmtillery lakes 
and the Upper Tillery 
Valley. These are 
regarded as a jewels in 
the crown of Blaenau 
Gwent, but unfortunate¬ 
ly for us, the jewels 
were not able to show 
themselves to their full 
potential, due to the low 
cloud and the persistent 
rain. 

Arriving back at the 
car park, we were all 
grateful to get our wet 
weather gear off before 
we set off for home. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 



NEW 
GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Cwm Talwg Pub 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Severn Avenue 
Wiggy-07515 824988 

TUESDAY 

Llantwit Major 
9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Barry RFC 
7.30pm 

Merthyr Dyfan Road 
Teresa - 07889 828401 

MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

The Tadross Hotel, 
Holton Road 
(next to Bassett Park) 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 


Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 



*From 25th February 
to 9th March 2013. 
Find our more at your 
local group. 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708 941279 


Penarth Dinas Powys 

9.30am & 11.45am 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall The Cabin by swimming 
Victoria Square pool, Hebron Hall 

Tracy - 07894 275853 Sarah - 07525852288 

Penarth Barry - 10.15am 

5.30pm & 7.30pm St Helen’s Church Hall 

All Saints Church Hall Wyndham Street 

Victoria Square Niki - 01446 740394 

Tracy - 07894 275853 Cowbridge 

THURSDAY 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

' nU ?T UAY The Little Shop of Calm, 

S ar u7'u 5 ^°P m Westgate 

Highlight Park Rob . 07708 941279 . 

Community Centre, Barry ^ 

Annamarie - \ 

01446 736534 OW///////| 

0844 897 8000 ^ 

sflrvwningwoelcLconn .'slimf ot good btMuM 


Rhoose 

5.30pm &7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne-01446 404897 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 

member is recommended by Steve Davies 

We will beat anv written auote like for like! 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 If Ordered by February 2 j st 
WINDOW S DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

’doors FITTED FROM £450.^ 

’french doors FROM £7^’’*’**’**’**’*”*’**’**’*’’*^ 

’CONSERVATORIES ’FROM 

COMPOsiTE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 


Z WINDOWS a DOORS V 

✓ FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 

Z FREE VERTICAL BLINDS ^ 

V WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
Z 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 

ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS, 

DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 








Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


ASK ABOUT OUR TRAD! WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 
9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 

n tatfwi ptip » 07976640959 


*i*v»c* 

UUflCtlKTS 
(044WVM4 
tiett 
UM l*ti 


cnnavnu 


.-1 

Amazing Offer! 


Clai t your f^e vertical blinds with every full house 

M.P.N 

of window and doors or conservatory fitted! 

Ttifs (O'Uitiom jppy 

oiistwnt'ns 




choose one of these perfect doors 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

01446 439212 for the Vale 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 8AP 
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Bridgend protest march over fear 
that hospital may be downgraded 


RESIDENTS in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough were joined by 
councillors from the 
neighbouring Vale of 
Glamorgan, in a 
protest march on 
Friday (February 8) 
to highlight their 
fears that A & E serv¬ 
ices at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital may 
be downgraded. 

It was estimated that 
between 250 and 300 
people took part. 

Voicing campaigners’ 
concerns, Mel Hughes 
said last week: “The 
downgrading of the 
Accident and Emergency 
Department at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital would result in 
longer journeys to other 
hospitals for people with 
acute injuries or illness¬ 
es.” 

Abertawe Bro 

Morgannwg University 
Health Board has empha¬ 
sised that no decisions 
have been made with 


regard to the hospital. 

On the day of the 
march, it released a 
statement. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “Along with 
other health boards in 
south Wales, ABM 
University Health Board 
carried out a 12-week 
period of public engage¬ 
ment at the end of last 
year to talk about possi¬ 
ble ideas for future 
changes to some hospital 
services in south Wales. 

“No decisions, or even 
detailed proposals, have 
yet been made. No pro¬ 
posals suggested the clo¬ 
sure of any hospitals or 
emergency medicine 
departments. 

CHALLENGES 

“We are working 
together as health boards 
because some hospital 
services need to be 
reconfigured to improve 
the quality and reliability 
of care we give patients 
in the future.” 

The spokeswoman 
went on: “There are huge 


I by TIM I 

| CHAPMAN | 

challenges for the NHS, 
including staffing and 
financial pressures, and 
changes in demand for 
services because of 
increasing long-term ill¬ 
nesses and an ageing 
population. 

“These challenges 
must be met cooperative¬ 
ly by south Wales health 
boards, to provide the 
best care we can for the 
area. 

“This means most 
NHS care would still be 
delivered locally, but 
sometimes patients might 
need to travel a bit fur¬ 
ther to regional centres. 

“The trade-off is that 
they would see expert 
teams offering safer and 
more reliable services. 

“The Princess of 
Wales Hospital may 
become a regional centre 
serving a bigger popula¬ 
tion and treating patients 
with serious or complex 


needs. Alternatively, if 
another nearby south 
Wales hospital becomes a 
regional centre, the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital will still contin¬ 
ue to provide the rest of 
the services it does now, 
and would also have a 
children’s assessment 
centre, a local accident 
centre and a midwifery- 
led birth unit.” 
CONSULTATION 

The spokeswoman 
emphasised that any pro¬ 
posals can be scrutinised 
and responded to by the 
public. 

“Feedback from the 
engagement, which 
ended just before 
Christmas, is currently 
being considered before 
the health boards develop 
detailed proposals. 

“These options will 
then go out to formal 
public consultation later 
this year. We welcome 
the active participation 
by citizens in consulta¬ 
tion when it takes place.” 

Llantwit Major town 


councillors Ron Jenkins, 
Guy Ingram and Gwyn 
John joined the protest 
march because people 
from the west of the Vale 
often attend the hospital 
in Bridgend. 

Coun John told The 
GEM: “We walked from 
the Newbridge Fields to 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital to demonstrate 
against the possible cuts 
in A & E, intensive care 
and maternity services at 
the hospital. 

“Around 250 to 300 
people joined the march 
and we emphasised the 
impact cuts at Bridgend 
would have on Llantwit 
Major and the rural areas. 

“Public opposition is 
growing at Llantwit 
Major towards the possi¬ 
ble cuts and many people 
are telling me that they 
will be attending the 
meeting on February 21.” 

The meeting for peo¬ 
ple in the western Vale is 
to be held at 7pm at 
Llantonian Hall, 

Llantwit Major. 


Are YOU in the patriotic picture? 



WE are fast approaching March 1 
when schoolchildren will be dressing 
up in traditional Welsh costume to cel¬ 
ebrate St David’s Day. 

This school photograph captures 
such an event from the past, possibly in 


the Porthcawl area, in the days when 
only the girls put on their Welsh cos¬ 
tumes. 

Are YOU in the picture? Do you 
know at which school the picture was 
taken, and what year? 


If you can answer any of these ques¬ 
tions, contact photographer Keith E 
Morgan with information on 01656 
788150, or e-mail: keithemorgan@talk- 
talk.net 


‘Police numbers strong’ insists 

superintendent in response to concerns 


THERE are more 
police operating 
locally than ever 
before - and there 
will be the further 
boost of more 
PCSOs in the 
future, a senior 
police spokesman 
has assured The 
GEM. 

Superintendent Paul 
James insisted that 
foundations were being 
laid that would make 
the police service ‘fit 
and effective’ into the 
future... 

“I want to reassure 
local communities 
across Bridgend and 
the Vale, that policing 
will not be adversely 


affected, and strong 
foundations are being 
laid to ensure a fit and 
effective police service, 
which meets the actual 
needs of the communi¬ 
ty, today and in the 
future.” 

Supt James was 
responding to a 
Llantwit Major resident 
who wrote to The GEM 
claiming the number of 
burglaries in the area 
was increasing and that 
it was a reflection of 
reduced police cover. 

The reader, who does 
not want to be identi¬ 
fied, asked: “I would 
like to know why we 
are not being informed 
about the increasing 
number of house break- 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


ins in the area. 

“Since the closing of 
the Llantwit and 
Cowbridge police sta¬ 
tions, there are few 
police on duty. 

“It is an open invita¬ 
tion to all crooks to 
come into the area - 
and they have. 

“We, the community, 
are still paying our 
taxes, yet getting less 
or no police service.” 

‘MORE VISIBLE’ 

But Superintendent 
Paul James refuted the 
points made. 

He explained: 
“Despite the changes to 


front desk opening 
hours, this is not 
reflected in any change 
to the number of police 
officers in the area. 

“Police officers are 
still based at Barry, 
Penarth and the rural 
Vale. 

“We have more offi¬ 
cers working through¬ 
out the Vale today than 
we’ve ever had before. 

“This number is set 
to be boosted with the 
addition of over 35 new 
Welsh Assembly-fund¬ 
ed PCSOs across the 
Vale and county bor¬ 
ough of Bridgend - 
making the police serv¬ 
ice even more visible.” 

Superintendent 
James stressed that the 


police service was 
adapting to changes in 
society in a positive 
way. 

“The use of new 
mobile technology and 
innovative partnerships 
with local businesses 
and organisations, 
including the Vale 
Council, means our 
officers are also more 
accessible than ever, 
positioning themselves 
at numerous communi¬ 
ty buildings and retail 
outlets. 

“The reality is that 
people are less likely to 
need to make a special 
trip to visit a police sta¬ 
tion.” 



ABOVE: Llantwit Major town councillors Ron Jenkins, 
Guy Ingram and Gwyn John outside the A & E 
department at the Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend. 


Chimney sweep 
is fined after a 
blockage led to 
pensioner’s death 


A CHIMNEY 
sweep has been 
sentenced after his 
failure to remove a 
bird’s nest block¬ 
ing a chimney flue 
led to the death of 
a pensioner in his 
south Wales home. 

Phillip Jones, of 
Porthcawl, was fined 
£5,000 and ordered to 
pay £2,500 in costs at 
Cardiff Crown Court, 
following a prosecution 
by the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE). 

The court was told 
that 73-year-old retired 
miner Derwyn Rees, of 
Maesteg Road, 
Llangynwyd, Maesteg 
had experienced prob¬ 
lems keeping his solid 
fuel fire alight. 

Mr Jones, who has 
been a sweep for 25 
years, was asked to 
sweep the chimney and 
carried out the work on 
September 5, 2008 
while Mr Rees’ sister, 
was away. 

The next day - Mr 
Rees’ birthday - his 
neighbours noticed his 
curtains were still drawn 
and found him dead in 
his bed. Following a 
police-led investigation, 
an inquest in October 
2010 revealed he died 
of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

Further investigations 
by HSE and a solid fuel 
specialist revealed an 
extensive bird’s nest 
inside the chimney. 

Although Mr Jones 
had encountered a 
blockage of the chimney 
while sweeping, he did 
not check to see if his 
brush cleared the chim¬ 
ney pot, which would 


indicate the blockage 
had been cleared. 

In addition, he failed 
to carry out a proper 
smoke test after com¬ 
pleting the job, give 
advice to Mr Rees on 
ventilating the property, 
or give any verbal or 
written warning. 

HSE Inspector 
Stephen Jones, speaking 
after the hearing, said: 
“This was a tragic inci¬ 
dent and a great shock 
for Mr Rees’ sister and 
their local community. 

“Chimney sweeping 
is a vitally important 
job. Sadly, Mr Rees 
paid for substandard 
work with his life. 

“Sweeps must ensure 
work is done thoroughly 
and householders are 
given full information 
about proper ventilation 
of their homes, to 
ensure similar tragedies 
do not happen in the 
future.” 

Mr Rees’ niece, Janet 
Jones, said: “Derwyn’s 
death was an avoidable 
tragedy and has had a 
huge impact on the fam¬ 
ily. We hope this case 
sends a clear message to 
sweeps so that this sort 
of incident does not 
happen again and other 
people are not put at 
risk. 

“Every year, around 
15 people die from car¬ 
bon monoxide poison¬ 
ing and prolonged expo¬ 
sure can also lead to 
paralysis and brain dam¬ 
age.” 

Mr Jones, of 
Lakeview Close, 
Porthcawl, pleaded 
guilty to a breach of 
Section 3 (2) of the 
Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974. 

Martin P Glynn, pres¬ 


ident of the National 
Association of Chimney 
Sweeps (NACS), said: 
“Anyone booking the 
services of a chimney 
sweep should only 
employ a registered and 
qualified sweep from 
the NACS or Guild of 
Master Sweeps. 
Members from both 
organisations work to a 
code of practice and 
issue a Certificate of 
Sweeping. 

“It is always best 
practice to conduct 
smoke evacuation 
checks on chimneys and 
flues after chimney 
sweeping to ensure that 
they are left in a safe 
working order. 

“This tragic case 
highlights the necessity 
of using a trained and 
competent chimney 
sweep who works to a 
professional standard as 
stipulated in the 
National Code of 
Practice. Unfortunately 
the chimney sweep in 
this incident was not 
registered or approved.” 

Further information 
on the dangers of car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning 
can be found on the 
HSE website at 
http ://www. hse. gov. uk/g 
as/domestic/co. htm 


MONKNASH 

CAMPING 

LAST week’s GEM 
report on camping in 
the Vale referred to the 
Heritage Coast camp¬ 
site in Monknash. 

Mr Glyn George, 
who runs the campsite, 
was quoted as saying 
that the site would not 
be taking single sex 
groups. 

To clarify, this was a 
reference to the site’s 
policy of not taking stag 
or hen parties, to min¬ 
imise any noise or dis¬ 
ruption to local resi¬ 
dents. 


Did you know you can read 
your GEM online? COW- 
bridge-today. co. uk 
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VALENTINE DISCO RAISES FUNDS 
FOR A SCHOOL’S FAITH GARDEN... 



STAFF and pupils at All Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School celebrated the end 
of a busy half term with a brilliant 
Valentine Disco on Friday. 

Organised and run by the school’s dedicated 
Parents and Friends Association, the disco was in 
two parts; firstly, for foundation pupils and later 
for the juniors. 

The Barry school’s resident DJ, teacher Janies 
Ball, did a fantastic job, keeping everyone bop¬ 
ping to the latest hits as well as old favourites. 

Headteacher Richard Ware said he was 
delighted with the turnout, and thanked everyone 
who helped to make the event a success. 

The money raised will support the next phase 
of the school’s Community Faith Garden which is 
providing a wonderful facility for those seeking a 
place of calm and reflection. NM 


PACT 

meetings 

PETERSTON-SUPER- 
ELY PACT will be held 
a t Pendoylan School 
today, February 14 at 
7.45pm. 

EWENNY PACT will be 
held in Ewenny Village 
Hall on Wednesday, 
February 20 at 7pm. 
CADOC PACT will be 
held at Palmerston 
Community Learning 
Centre on Wednesday, 
March at 6pm. 


COSMETIC SURGERY 
ADVICE AVAILABLE 


COSMETIC and weight loss 
surgery open evenings are tak¬ 
ing place at the Vale Hospital 
on March 5 and 19 at 6.30pm. 

There will be information on all 
cosmetic surgery, including: breast 
augmentation, breast uplift, breast 
reduction, face lift, nose re-shaping, 
eye lid surgery, tummy tucks and all 
other procedures. 

An evening, giving information on 
weight loss surgery options, will also 
be taking place on February 21. 
Surgery options include gastric bal¬ 
loon, gastric banding and gastric 


sleeve options. The Vale Hospital is 
just off J34 of the M4. 

The events provide an opportunity 
to hear specialist consultant surgeons 
talk about the procedures, and the 
kind of things to consider if you’re 
thinking about cosmetic or weight 
loss surgery. 

The evening will also provide a 10- 
15 minute advice session with one of 
the surgeons, completely free of 
charge. 

To book a place, contact Tracey 
Williams on 01443 449287. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS’ NEWS 


Walking in the footsteps of 
a martyr at Welsh Newton 


RECENTLY, seven 
Penarth and 
District ramblers 
joined Joy at 
Monmouth Leisure 
Centre on a dry 
bright morning for 
a circular trip to 
Welsh Newton. 

The group journeyed 
along the river bank to 
Dixton before crossing 
the A40 to climb gradu¬ 
ally up Newton Court 
Lane, passing the large 
bay-windowed Newton 
Court, set in its own 
grounds with views 
across Monmouth town. 

Enjoying the views 
as they tramped up the 
muddy track in Hayes 
Coppice, they entered 
Goldsmith’s Wood, 
pausing for morning 
refreshment near to the 
ruins of Kennel Farm, 
before sloshing through 
muddy tracks to reach a 
quiet lane. 

At Welsh Newton 
Common, a track 
between houses led on 
to fields and some 
woodland and from 
open fields they 
reached the village 

Follow The 
GEM on 
Twitter 

@gem_news 


church dedicated to St 
Mary the Virgin. 

Until 1312, the 
church belonged to the 
Knights Templar as a 
sister church to St 
Michael’s in Garway, 
before passing to the 
Knights Hospitaller 
during the Middle Ages, 
whose duty it was to 
protect and care for pil¬ 
grims on their journey 
to the Holy Land. 

It remained this way 
until the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries, around 
1540. 

An annual pilgrim¬ 
age to the churchyard 
takes place on the 
Sunday closest to 
August 22 at the grave 


of the Catholic martyr 
St John Kemble, which 
lies at the foot of the 
stone cross. In 1678 he 
was found guilty of the 
crime of being a 
Catholic and sentenced 
to death. 

Miracles attributed to 
him began to happen 
and he was finally beat¬ 
ified in 1929 and 
canonised in 1970. 

The group made their 
return to the border 
town of Monmouth, 
where the Monnow 
converges with the Wye 
on its journey to the 
open sea. 

On February 16, 
meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 6- 


mile moderate walk 
from Llwyn Du to Sugar 
Loaf Mountain; contact 
Liz on 029 2051 3698. 

On February 19, the 
mid-week walk will be 
an 8-mile moderate 
train ramble from 
Treherbert to Aberdare; 
leaving Barry at 9am 
and Cogan at 9.15am to 
change trains at Cardiff 
Central to catch the 
9.36am train to 
Treherbert; contact 
William on 01446 747 
239. 

Programmes and 
membership advice 
from Pam on 029 2025 
5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Lady Taverners enjoy 
a ‘sumptuous feast’ 


THE Lady Taverners enjoyed a 
sumptuous feast, courtesy of 
Angela Gray at her Cookery 
School in Llanerch Vineyard, last 
Friday. 

Angela demonstrated a Byzantine 
feast - with flavours from Greece, 
Rome and Morocco - which includ¬ 
ed a spinach filo pie, pilaf, lamb kof- 
tas, roast chicken cooked with olive 
oil, herbs and preserved lemon, and 
an orange syrup cake. 

Following the demonstration, the 
ladies sampled the food, which was 
delicious! 

Hopefully, the food shops of 


Cardiff and the Vale are stocked up 
with pomegranate molasses and 
sumac! 

Many thanks to Angela for such a 
treat and helping to raise more than 
£900 to give children with special 
needs a sporting chance. 

The next event is a literary lunch¬ 
eon on May 17, at the Parkhouse 
Club in Cardiff, with talks by authors 
Lesley Pearce and Chris Carter. 

If you would like to know more 
about the work of the Lady 
Taverners, visit www.www.lordstav- 
erners.org. JJ 
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SHOWROOM CLEARANCE!!! 


Following our highly successful January Sale we are now 
SELLING OUT HUGE QUANTITIES 

OF DISPLAY AND STOCK ITEMS FROM OUR BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE AT UNIT 1, NORTH POINT CF31 3RX 01656-657526 


EVERYTHING BELOW AND MUCH MUCH MORE MUST BE 
CLEARED!! DO NOT MISS OUT ON THESE UNREPEATABLE BARGAINS 


BRING THIS ADVERT TO QUALIFY FOR THESE PRICES!!! 



£1499 


THIS FANTASTIC MICHELLE 
OVERBED AND CORNER 
ROBE COMBINATION 
WITH HALOGEN DOWNLIGHTS 
PLUS LARGE 5 DRAWER CHEST 
WAS £2199 NOW £1499 


DOZENS OF CHESTS OF DRAWERS TO CLEAR!! 

HIGH QUALITY FACTORY ASSEMBLED 
UNITS WITH METAL DRAWER RUNNERS 
FROM KINGSTON, WIEMANN & RAUCH 

LYON 4 DRAWER 

ELEMENTI 3 DRAWER WIDE CHEST 

WIDE CHEST OAK COLOUR 

£129 BEDSIDE £189 I 

3 DRAWER " 

ELEMENTI 5 DRAWER CHEST I 

NARROW CHEST £89 t 

£149 -* 


6 DRAWER 
BELLA CHEST 

£199 





X J 


X / 



LOUISE 5 
DRAWER CHEST 

£99 


SIGNATURE 
4 DEEP DRAWERS 

£199 


VARIA CORNER 
CUPBOARD 

ONLY £50!!! 


Town & Country Bedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 





ALL STOCK OF THESE 


FREE DELIVERY 


SLIDING DOOR ROBES 


AND ASSEMBLY 


MUST GO!!!!! 


INYOUR HOME!!!!! 



3 DOOR 

CENTRE MIRROR 


225 cm wide / 217 cm high 

-£866" £549 


OR 

250 cm wide / 217 cm high 

-£94*r £599 



2 DOOR RIGHT HAND 

MIRROR/OAK FINISH 


200 cm wide / 217 cm high 

-£8+6" £449 



2 DOOR WITH 
2 MIRRORS/WALNUT 

FINISH 


200 cm wide / 217 cm high 

£499 


HIGH QUALITY GERMAN SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




FRF VmLu**> 

Unitl 

v. 

■ 1 r i 


North Point 

WeJ&e a 



Western Avenue 


Bridgend Ind Estate 

Bridgend CF31 3RX 


Tel. 01656 657526 

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


BRING THIS ADVERT TO QUALIFY FOR THESE PRICES!!! 
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Expert denture care 
by the UK s leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

f you wear dentures 


then we've got something for you to smile about 



• Regain your feioe's 
natural contours 

• Look years younger 

• Enfoy eating again 

• Srrilc wth confidence 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexcellence.co.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

^ LOGAI AfcrtlfW CMU 


d 


54 58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 


| MORE TALES FROM THE VALE | 

Rowdy times at old Llantwit 
‘Anwyl Day’ - or annual day! 


THIS article, in what is 
a regular series, is taken 
from the book ( The Vale 
of Glamorgan, Scenes 
and Tales among the 
Welsh’, and the explana¬ 
tory notes are by 
Angharad Wynne. 

The observations were made 
in the early 1800s by an 
anonymous Welshman, who 
was known to lawyers in 
Lincoln’s Inn, London. 

He was described as “a tall, 
solitary old gentleman who 
visited his native Vale of 
Glamorgan every long vaca¬ 
tion”. 

His notebook was published 
in book form in 1839 after his 
death, and is still available. 

NE of the entries in 
the notebook 
describes the revel¬ 
ries of ‘ Llantwit’s Anwyl 
Day’ or ‘annual’ day. 

It was held on May 3, 
allegedly the anniversary of a 
victory gained by the people of 
Llantwit Major over a band of 
Irish raiders led by one John 
O’Neale. 

Irish raids had been a con¬ 
stant threat to settlers on the 
Glamorgan coast since early 
times. The Irish were followed 
by the Vikings, and coastal 
place names evidence Norse 
settlement along the south 
Wales coast: Flatholm and 
Steepholm and Skokholm, are 
all names of Viking origin. 

The author of the notebook 


describes how on Llantwit’s 
Anwyl Day, people gathered in 
great numbers at a dingle 
called ‘Cole Hugh’ which 
opened onto the seashore. 

This is the field area 
between Cwm Cole-Hugh and 
the road to Llantwit beach 
today. 

He describes the proceed¬ 
ings: “A fellow personating the 
Irish captain pitches his tent 
one side of it, while all the rest 
of the revellers keep on the 
other. Then the men of Lantwit 
approach the edge of the 
brook, and tauntingly call upon 
John O ’Neale to leave his tent 
and give them battle .” 

They call repeatedly, until 
eventually: “Out pops the 
squalid figure and unshaved 
face of the mock captain. ” He 
sets his tent on fire and then 
scurries away to great shouts 
and jeers from the Llantwit 
men. 

However, the revels do not 
end there. Next, a great lord 
and lady are impersonated by 
“a proper young man and a 
strapping wench." They are 
described as being dressed in 
fine costumes borrowed from 
St Donats and Boverton cas¬ 
tles. 

They mount horses and 
come galloping onto the field, 
again to great cheers. Then 
they turn and lead a grand tri¬ 
umphal procession into the 
town. 

The hijinx of the event often 
turned to rowdy behaviour; 
fights were common and even 


a couple of murders seem to 
have been associated with it. 
Perhaps that is why it eventual¬ 
ly died out. 

In about 1839, however, the 
event was revived by the St 
Illtud lodge of the Oddfellows 
society. This was a much more 
sedate affair than the original 
Annwyl day, and continued 
until the beginning of the 20th 
Century. 

Are you inspired by the 
Tales from the Vale? Would 
you like to take an active part 
in keeping the heritage of the 
rural Vale alive? 

If so, Creative Rural 
Communities may be able to 
help. 

We offer support for com¬ 
munity projects that conserve 
our unique heritage. We can 
do this by supporting events, 
festivals, exhibitions or other 
activities which celebrate the 
heritage of the rural Vale; a 
range of projects which 
improve the rural Vale’s natu¬ 
ral, cultural or built heritage. 

For further information and 
to discuss your ideas contact 
Helen Blackmore, Creative 
Rural Communities, telephone: 
01446 704828; email hblack- 
more @ valeofglamorgan. org. uk. 
Article by Angharad Wynne, 
with additional historical 
detail thanks to Nigel 
Williams of Llantwit 
Historical Society. 



HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

•THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


ENTITLED TO •POWER 
COMPENSATION: STATI0NS 



CHEMICALS 

MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 

ANY OTHER 

NOISY 

WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE N-53 

(0808)1560086 ^ 

FREE 

HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
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Cardiff and Vale College 
art students push the 
boundaries in Cardiff Bay 


ART students from 
Cardiff and Vale 
College are display¬ 
ing their work and 
polishing their 
entrepreneurial 
skills at an exhibi¬ 
tion in a Cardiff 
Bay art centre. 

Four ceramics stu¬ 
dents and one graphic 
design student have 
arranged and organised 
the ‘Boundaries’ exhibi¬ 
tion, which will run in 
Craft in the Bay until 
March 3. 

Foundation degree 
students Aimee Cattle, 
Alice Wiegold, Craig 
Webber, Donna Leach 
and Rachel Mulqueen all 
have their work on show 
in Craft in the Bay’s 
Oriel 2. 

“We have a space 
called Oriel 2 which is 



ABOVE, left to right: Rachel Mulqueen, Aimee Cattle, 

Alice Wiegold, Craig Webber, Donna Leach. 

used to promote students pie through the medium exhibition and designed 
of craft and give young 


and give them the oppor¬ 
tunity to show their 
work,” Craft in the Bay 
manager Simon Burgess 
explained. 

“It’s part of our chari¬ 
table aim to educate peo- 


their own marketing 
art workers the chance to materials. The students 


MENTAL HEALTH 
MATTERS’ NIGHT 

A charity night in aid of Mental 
Health Matters Wales is being held 
at Maesteg Town Hall on March 23 at 
7pm. 

Tickets are £10 and include entry to the raf¬ 
fle. 

Musical entertainment will be provided by 
The Kilties. 

For more information, please call 01656 
733269; or contact Rachel Owens on 07793 
226 182. 


show their art.” 

The exhibition was 
also an opportunity for 
the foundation degree 
students to put into prac¬ 
tice the entrepreneurship 
module of their course. 

The course intends to 
ensure the next genera¬ 
tion of arts and craft 
workers have business 
brains as well as creative 
skills. 

“The students had to 
work as a team to get the 
exhibition set up, includ¬ 
ing how the work would 
be displayed,” course 
leader for foundation 
degrees in art and 
ceramics, Billy Adams 
said. 

“They had to think 
about promoting the 


also had to price their 
work and now they are 
selling it.” 

One of the students, 
Alice Wiegold, has 
already sold one of her 
ceramic pieces and has 
been told she is more 
than welcome to bring 
another piece down to 
Craft in the Bay to 
replace it. 

Second-year student 
Rachel Mulqueen said: 

“I was really excited to 
have my work in Craft 
in the Bay - it’s a whole 
new opportunity for me 
and I’m really grateful 
for it. 

“I shall look forward 
to having lots more exhi¬ 
bitions here in the 
future!” 


PORTHCAWL U3A HEAR 
OF DISASTERS AT SEA 


‘Wales’s Dangerous 
Coast’ was the title 
of a gripping and 
inspiring talk given 
to Porthcawl U3A 
by fellow member 
Allan Underhill, the 
February guest 
speaker at the Rest 
Hotel. 

Concentrating mainly 
on 19th century ship¬ 
wrecks, Allan illustrated 
some outstanding feats of 
bravery, recklessness and 
misfortune by those who 
sailed and experienced 
the extremes of the 
Welsh coast. 

There was the fearless 
Rev George Garratt from 
Manchester, who 

designed and built the 
world’s first powered 
three-man submarine in 
1778. 

To obtain Admiralty 
approval, he decided to 
sail the 30-ton vessel 
from Liverpool to 
Portsmouth, but the 
Resurgam sank in a 
storm off Llandudno, 
where it still lies in 60ft 
of water. 

The greatest disaster 
was that of the powered 
clipper ship, the Royal 
Charter , which had left 
Melbourne, Australia, 58 
days earlier with a large 
cargo of gold and many 
gold miners with their 
families and personal 
fortunes. 

Inward bound for 
Liverpool, Captain 
Taylor wanted to keep to 
his published October 26, 
1859 arrival and decided, 
while off the coast of 


Anglesey on the 25th, to 
sail through the storm 
that was gradually turn¬ 
ing into a force 12 hurri¬ 
cane. 

This ‘one in a hundred 
year’ storm sank nearly 
200 ships around Britain 
and accounted for 800 
deaths including an esti¬ 
mated 460 when the 
Royal Charter was over¬ 
whelmed and smashed to 
pieces on the rocks at 
Porth Alerth near 
Moelfre, not far from 
where she was built four 


years earlier on Deeside. 

A young crew mem¬ 
ber, Guzi Ruggier, man¬ 
aged to swim ashore with 
a line, enabling 21 male 
passengers and 18 crew 
to survive. 

This infamous tragedy 
resulted in the 
Government’s meteoro¬ 
logical office introducing 
the first gale warning 
service to seafarers in 
1860, which has since 
been copied around the 
world. 

Everyone enjoyed this 


moving talk, ironically 
given so close to where 
the SS Samtampa tragedy 
happened in 1947 with 
47 fatalities, but that’s a 
story for another day. 

Hot U3A News: Noson 
Lawen on February 28 
and a new Learn Russian 
group has been started. 
For more details, see our 
website 
porthcawlu3a.webplus.n 
et 

GARY VICTOR 
(Porthcawl U3A) 


Oil 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


JjJUJjij'JU VOLVO i^BJALJsr 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 





All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


* Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

* Volvo checklist issued with every service 

* Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

* State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


Cardiff and tale CcAoge 
■" ‘ , • ! < I* f •• 



It's open 
week soon! 



Mae hi'n 
wythnos 
agored 
yn fuan! 


Cardiff end Vdc Cotcge 

Coleg Coetdydd av Fro 








Study in the Vale 

Tmi^oy !9 r F«t>ru<iry 


Study in Cardiff 

WttVtotdoy ?(T Fobruory 


Astudioyny Fro 

Oydd Manrth 18^ a Chwwfrur 


Astudio yng Nghaerd| 

Oydd Ntrdw 20 w ‘ a Chwwfroc 


Vou can ul»a upikilt Uirouflh short cuurm in: 


Gollwvh h«lyd wullu'ch ayiiiau I rmy cyrkiau-byr mown: 



www.cavc ,ac uk/ope<\weeks 
t 03030 301010 






m3m www.cavcac.uk/wgthnosogored 
030 30301010 
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Spring is on the way, so it’s 
time to get the garden ready 


^j^B-oven cleaning 
foa “ Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



K EEN gardeners will be well 

aware of this but, for the benefit 
of other locals, it is worth point¬ 
ing out that Easter is making an early 
appearance this year, at the end of 
March. 

Also, the signs are that the cold weather 
may well have done its worst. 

The temperature is rising, and bulbs are 


call 02920 291770 

www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 


F" 


_ 


Has the snow broken your guttering? 

REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing / Tiling / Carpentry etc. 

No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 




"VVPAS TAV 7 ^“ 
^ BUILDING " 
SERVICES 

Built on Reputation 
Quality Workmanship 

30 years Experience - References Available 


Extensions / Garages / Garage Conversions 
Renovations and Alterations 
Patios & Driveways / Brickwork 
Plastering / Conservatories 
Orangeries & Garden Rooms 


For all your Building Requirements 
and Home Improvements 

Contact Chris on 

EMU 07971229234 /C. 

01446 792788 


starting to come up and one could even say 
that spring is in the air! 

So, it is time to come out of hibernation, 
clean the garden tools and look in the DIY 
cupboard to gauge just how prepared you are 
for the challenges that lie ahead. 

It’s time to take those plans that you made 
during the dark, cold evenings and set about 
making them happen. 

Whether you plan to give a new look to 
your home or garden, or tackle some long- 
delayed repair project, there are businesses 
throughout the Vale - many featured on these 
pages - who can help you take those plans 
from the drawing board to completion! 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Kitchen Cabinets Hand painted 


796142 

651598 


Call Sara Llewellyn for your Free Estimate 



Vale winners 
go through 
to regional 
award final 



The tenth Vale of Glamorgan Council Building 
Control Group Building Excellence awards 
were held at the Mount Sorrel Hotel in Barry 
recently. Anthony Woodward (left) of 
Woodward Property Developments Ltd was the 
category 1 winner for the alteration and exten¬ 
sion to Llandough House, Llanblethian. The 
Vale award winners now go on to the South 
Wales Building Excellence awards to be held at 
the Vale Hotel in April. 



Before 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

wMthe. Door Doctor/ ’/ 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 


Everything you require from the doors 1 , tb worktops 
and new ap pli a nces and sinks. 

rmmrn . -IMi 1 ,r '- ,n, vi ' J . r, 

MM . ^ * i , , * i j l JI1V! 




Tke P crcrr Potjtrr 

01446 688018 


DOOR _■[-! 01446 688018 

DOCTOR 01656 360027 

/.ESSMESS, LESS COST vrvrwd&oT-AotArrr.c^.uk. 
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WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT, 
AND WHERE IN THE VALE? 


The Glamorganshire 
Golf Club - Lavernock 
Road, Penarth - 
Retention of access 
bridge widening. 
Retention of wc facility 
on golf course. 

Mr and Mrs C Lewis - 
Pentre Meyrick House, 
Pentre Meyrick Road, 
Pentre Meyrick - 
Construction of a new 
four-bedroom dwelling. 
Mr Peter Vidler - Cwrt 
yr Ala House, 
Michaelston-le-Pit - 
Revised design for 
workshop and stores fol¬ 
lowing collapse of gar¬ 
den wall. 

Mr Richard Henton - 1- 
3 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose - Outline plan¬ 
ning permission for four 
residential dwellings in 
lieu of three retail units. 
Mr Anthony Kerslake - 
Brook Farm, 

Llanmaes, Llantwit 
Major - Revised foot¬ 


print layout (Plot 1) 
from planning permis¬ 
sion approved under 
2012/01012/FUL to 
form an additional study 
area to ground floor 
level and a dressing 
room area to the first 
floor level. 

Mrs Bethan Budd - 4 
Wick Road, Ewenny - 

Conversion of semi 
derelict bam to provide 
ancillary accommoda¬ 
tion to existing domestic 
dwelling. 

T A Seymour - Hayes 
Point, Sully - Works to 
various trees. 

Mr and Mrs Blackwell - 
28 Lon Cefn Mably, 
Rhoose - Ground floor 
extension. 

Mr Nick Roan - Land 
at 19 Robin Hill, Dinas 

Powys - New dwelling 
to the side of 19 Robin 
Hill. 

Mr Felice Cirino - 17 
Clos Celyn, Barry - 


Single storey extension 
to side of house. 

Dr T Reilly - Loxleigh, 
Southerndown, 
Bridgend - Proposed 
demolition of existing 
dwelling and outbuild¬ 
ings and proposed erec¬ 
tion of four detached 
dwellings. 

Mr Jeffrey White - Jeff 
White Motors Ltd, 
Gileston Road, St 
Athan - Change of use 
to class A1 retail. 

Mr Matthew Jenkins - 
25 Dudley Place, Barry 
- Two storey side exten¬ 
sion and loft conversion. 
Mr Lawrence Dovey - 
The Admiral Public 
House, 1 Vere Street, 
Barry - Erection of 
boundary fence (retro¬ 
spective). 

BOC Gases Ltd - Dow 
Corning Ltd, Cardiff 
Road, Barry - BOC 

Gases operate a com¬ 
pressed air production 


facility on behalf of 
DOW Coming at Barry. 
The plant is located on 
the Dow Coming site at 
their grid reference 
W330 and is currently 
open to the elements. 
BOC propose to build a 
plant room to enclose 
the machinery providing 
weather protection and 
improving maintenance 
access and equipment 
reliability. 

The new building will 
be approximately 20m 
long x 10m wide x 5m 
high. 

The plant is remotely 
monitored and operated 
and the building will not 
normally be occupied. 
Mr Paul Follon - 
Tregenna, Mount 
Road, Dinas Powys - 
Proposed two-storey 
extension to main 
entrance on south eleva¬ 
tion with a one-storey 
extension over the 


lW^TV 



BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 

www.briknit.co.uk 



This wall cost only £850. 
Approx size: 

5m long by 1.5m high 


No VAT on Labour Costs 


• Public liability insurance 
• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 

01446 722645/07817 885271 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S01446 402848 
§ 07739 389578 


DAISY 

DECORATING 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

“For all your decorating 
requirements” 

Phone Joy 07754 809090 


garage, which continues 
to the rear of the proper¬ 
ty. Also included is a 
one storey extension to 
the north elevation, first 
floor side extension of 
garage and single storey 
rear extension. 


GEM correction ... 


IN an advertisement on page 27 ing contractor and BARRY 
of The GEM dated Thursday, MAYLED, chartered architect, 
February 7, it was incorrectly f or the new dwelling at Hillcrest, 
stated that Anderson & Associates brides Major 
had won the single dwelling cate¬ 


gory in the Vale Council’s 2013 
Building Excellence awards. 


Building Control praised the 
Hillcrest development as 


The GEM wishes to make it dwelling well worthy of nomina- 
clear that in fact the winners were tion and in keeping with his repu- 
GWYN G JONES & SONS, build- tation for high quality work”. 


bespoke affordable luxury 



All images are 


' genuine projects 
» completed by Vale 
Orangeries 



wm 

Orangeries 

Extensions 
Conservatories 
Garden Rooms 


01446 746353 


Beautiful, tailor made extensions 
built to your specification 


VALE ORANGERIES 

be*pok« affordable U*ury 




J2012 


For the flooring you want in your business or home, 

just pick up the phone 

0800 610 2012 

0788 301 2080 / 0740 331 0516 


floorinQ.com 

IIIQIMECC 


LOCAL, FRIENDLY FAMILY RUN BUSINESS. 

With over 20 years of experience in the flooring market (we're not really old - we just love flooring) 
2012 flooring aim to provide and deliver an unparalleled level of service and expert installation of 
a wide range of quality flooring. 2012 flooring wants you to experience a level of service that is 
second to none, whether it's in the office or home. Sit back and relax and allow 2012 flooring 
to show you that your next flooring purchase is just right for you. 

At 2012 flooring, the customer comes first - so look no further. ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED. 
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£105,000 


£110,000 


HeolTrelales, Laleston 

Very Spacious 
4 Bedrooms 
Garage 


£195,950 


£85,950 


£125,000 


£150,000 


£109,950 


£124,950 


£89,950 


£169,950 


£249,950 


£99,950 


£165,950 


£109,950 


£164,950 


£109,950 


Cwrt Syr Dafydd, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
No Onward Chain 


Castle Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
16' Lounge 

Ideal First Time Purchase 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
Garage 




Trebeferad, Boverton, Llantwit 


Major 


Beds 


Kitchen\Diner 
Rear Garden 


24 


94 


Magpie Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Sought After Position 


Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
75' Rear Garden 
Garage 


Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
17ft Kitchen/Diner 
Backing Onto Golf Club 


If you love your 
home you’ll love 
our valentine 


A qualified estate agent will visit your home and provide marketing advice without obligation. Your property 
will be marketed on rightmove, the UK's number one property website as well as zoopla and prime location. 
Local press advertising will include the Glamorgan GEM at no extra charge. All viewings will be accompanied 
with automatic feedback. No confusing or restrictive contracts. In all, we call it 5 Star Service! 




Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Requires Updating 


Whiteways, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Off Road Parking 
Adjoining Green Space 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

View to the Front Elevation 
South Side Location 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Cul De Sac Location 
Southerly Rear Garden 


Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 
Ideal First Time Purchase 


Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 


Tresilian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 

Open Green Fields 
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Hayes Cottage, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
West End Location 
Off Road Parking 


sc 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


£149,950 


Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Family Home 


£139,950 


Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Off Road parking 


St Johns View, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Village Location 


Percy Smith Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
No Onward Chain 


Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Call Today To View 


Tennyson Way, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
4 Receptions 
Open Outlook Onto Fields 


Ceredwyn Cottage, Llantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
View Today 


Rectory Drive, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Corner Plot 

Adjacent Views of Fields 


Wimbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 


Grange Gardens, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Recently Updated 
No Onward Chain 


£235,000 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 


Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Off Road Parking 


CaerTy Clwyd, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Double Drive 
Southerly 52' Rear 


Lets! 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pcm 
Modern mid link,Two beds 
New carpets 

Woodlands Road, Barry - £500 pcm 
Ground floor apartment 
two bedrooms, part furnished 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Lounge 
Electric heating 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £500 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner 
Gardens 

Scott Close, St Athan - £450 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner 
GCH 

Barry Road, Barry - £525 pcm 
Three bedrooms, Equipped kitchen 
Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pcm 
Three bedroom, kitchen/diner 
enclosed rear garden 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Kitchen with oven/hob 
Garage 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Conservatory 
GCH 

Bell Street, Barry - £575 pcm 

Three bedrooms, downstairs bathroom 

enclosed garden 

Meadow Vale, Barry - £575 pcm 
Two double bedrooms, Kitchen/diner 
Driveway 

Harding Close, Boverton, 

Llantwit Major - £595 pcm 
Three bedrooms, Kitchen diner 
Large rear garden 

High Street, Barry - £600 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Distant sea views 
Garage & Private Garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pcm 
Three bedrooms, Downstairs 
bathroom, enclosed garden 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 

Three bed detached property 

two receptions, garage and driveway 

Norseman Close, Rhoose - £625 pcm 
Three bedroom, Two reception rooms 
Enclosed garden 

Willowbrook Gardens, St Mellons, 
Cardiff - £650 pcm 
Three bed, Kitchen.diner 
enclosed garden 

Four Acre, Llantwit Major - £650 pcm 
3 Bedrooms, Recently Redecorated 
Large Rear Garden 

High Street, Barry - £650 pcm 
Three Bed Flat, Over two floors 
Garage 

Harbour Road, Barry - £900 pc m 
Semi detached Victorian property 
Five bedrooms, Original features 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

letti ngs @ ch ris-davies.co. uk 


We simply 


selling 


property! 


| £215,000 | 


| £249,950 | 


| £169,950 | 


| £198,500 | 


| £219,950 | 


£215,000 


£124,500 


| £165,000 | 


£227,500 


£124,950 


£134,950 


£129,950 
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The benefits of 


owning 

AVE you 
ever consid¬ 
ered an 
older cat, instead of 
a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person, and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have been 
neutered and 
microchipped. Some are 
a little nervous, as they 
are used to older people 
who might have had to 
give them up to go into 


a cat... 

homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 
behind. 

These would adapt to 
a quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family, or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are unavail¬ 
able. 

At the current time, 
we are unable to accom¬ 
modate any more cats - 
we are desperately in 
need of homes! 

We are now able to 
accept text donations. 
Text mawsll to 70070. 



MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 


and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchit>t>ed 


All our work is funded by Charily Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Legal services 
help you plan 


AVE you 
considered 
planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 


department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 
and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 
think - contact us today 
on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 



For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

►Lady in Attendance 
►Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Family-run business established 1906 


HELPING YOU 
GET AROUND 
THE HOUSE... 


R ECLINER 
chairs, 
wheelchairs, 
scooters, bath 
lifters, walking 
sticks, daily living 
aids... 

Dolphin Independent 
Living has its range on 
show at its mobility 
showroom. 

During the past 10 
years, Dolphin Lifts 
(South Wales) Ltd has 
gained a strong client 
base through reliable, 
friendly service and 
experienced engineers. 


The showroom is a 
natural progression for 
Dolphin, giving the 
opportunity to provide 
the public with daily 
living aids, from 
kitchen utensils to 
scooters, all with the 
service you would 
expect from us. 

If you have any ques¬ 
tions, would like to 
receive a brochure, or 
book an appointment, 
call our freephone num¬ 
ber 0800 093 2293; or 
contact j.pearce@dol 
phinlifts.co.uk 


www.dolphin-stairlifts.co.uk 

shop online or phone for an appointment 

on Freephone 0800 093 2293 
for ail your DAILY LIVING AIDS ... 

DOLPHIN 

our reconditioned 
now with 

year 

01633 

Unit 12, Crawford Street, Newport 
Email: info@ .co.uk www..co.uk 



Over a century 
of tender and 
loving care... 

T HE Brian Thomas family incorpo¬ 
rated the David Wilde business 43 
years ago, and between them have 
extended their professional care and 
expertise for more than 100 years. 

The David Wilde chapel of rest has been tender¬ 
ly restored with a complete external and internal 
refurbishment, to move with the times. 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans are avail¬ 
able from this independent business, which is SAIL 
affiliated. 

Please contact us on 01656 668967. 


iirtan hernia# 

Independent Family Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24 Hour Service. 
Incorporating David Wilde Mawdlam, 
North Comelly. 

Established over 100 years. 
Specialist Golden Charter 
Prepaid Funeral Plans (S.A.I.F. Associated) 


20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 

Tel: 01656 668967 Or Mobile: 07768 717721 


PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and business 
clients. For new computers, laptops, repairs, 
upgrades, networking, internet problems, 
come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually within a day of your call. 

Data transfer from your old PC £25. 

Delivery and set-up in your home £25. 

So whatever you need for your computer, please call us. 
Branches in Llantwit Major or Pencoed. 


New Systems from £410 
Laptops from £330 
Talblets from £ 125 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs ana laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 

‘OFFERING LOVING 
CARE IN SPLENDID 
SURROUNDINGS’ 

C OLLEGE FIELDS Nursing Home in 
Barry is an impressive building with an 
elegant Edwardian facade, that has 
much in common with fine country houses. 

The building, listed by the Secretary of State for 
Wales, as one of special historical and architectural 
interest, enjoys magnificent views over the Bristol 
Channel and Somerset coast. 

Residents at College Fields Nursing Home enjoy 
their home comforts in a warm, spacious, delightful 
environment, with lots of companionship. 

c C<vtte^/e/ Th-&l(lss 

c YLu/i/S/i/n/a/ c f6onve 

Where Caring Comes First ... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 
• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 
• High standard of nutritional 

and well balanced meals ....a home from home 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 




Difficulty 

Hearing? 

tf ft j|*- «« • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


/- --\ 


Glamorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 


YOUR LOCAL LAW FIRM OF CHOICE ... 

Life is rarely straightforward. Yet, regardless of what happens, you can be rest 
assured that the team at Glamorgan Law is here to protect you, 
your loved ones and your assets. 


Accident claims 
Clinical negligence 
Defamation 

Divorce and family law 
Employment 

Enquiries, tribunals and advocacy 
House purchases and sales 
Inheritance tax and estate planning 


Mediation and arbitration 
Notary public services 
Professional negligence 
Probate and inheritance disputes 
Powers of attorney and court of protection 
Property and building contract disputes 
Wills, trusts and estate administration 


Glamorgan Law is your local law firm based in Cowbridge. 
Call today for your FREE consultation. 

The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EE 
www.glamorganlaw.co.uk 
01446 771742 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.R.A. (537490) 
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Oil lanks4Wales 

Tanciau Olew dros Gymru 


Products offered: 


enviro 


Free Survey & Quotation 
Oil Tanks Installation 


Oil Tank Supply 
Commercial Fuel Stations 
for Red/ White Diesel 
Water Contamination 
Separation 
24/7 Emergency 
Callout Service 


§ 

§ih 



All our engineers are OFTEC 
registered, ensuring you 
peace of mind, and a safe and 
professional service with 
Wales’ leading tank 
installation company. 



www.oil4walesxo.uk 

Cardiff 02920 674910 
Andrew (Sales) 07854 919402 


Comprehensive service 
through probate process 


T HE death of 
a family 
member is 


difficult, and it 
can be made 
worse sorting out 
the financial 


affairs of the 
deceased. 

Bridgend solicitors 
Anthony and Jarvie 
offer a comprehensive 
service guiding execu¬ 
tors and administrators 
through the probate 
process to ensure that 
they comply with their 
legal responsibilities. 

We can assist with 
the administration of all 
types of estates, includ¬ 
ing those which raise 
complex inheritance tax 
issues. 

We are also happy to 
handle smaller estates 
for the benefit of indi¬ 
viduals and charities. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to make an 
appointment, contact 
Katherine Kemp at: 
kkemp @ anthonyand- 
jarvie.co.uk, David 
Morrish at: dmor- 
rish @ anthonyand- 
jarvie.co.uk, or tele¬ 
phone 01656 652737. 


Anthony & 

of Bridgend 

For an efficient friendly 
service, including 
Advice on all legal matters 
Residential & Commercial 
Conveyancing 
Company & Commercial 
Employment 
Wills & Probate 
Family/Children 

Tel 01656 652737 

E-Mail: law@ 
anthonyandjarvie 
.co.uk 

6 Court Road, 
Bridgend CF31 1BW 


Jarvie 

Solicitors 

Est 1945 


thony 
\iarvie 

I Solicitors 


FARM FOODS 
TO YOUR DOOR 


WILTSHIRE Farm Foods is 
the UK’s leading home deliv¬ 
ery service for the elderly, 
infirm and house bound. 

Our range of more than 250 
meals and desserts are prepared, 
using local ingredients where possi¬ 
ble, in our kitchens in Trowbridge in 
consultation with our resident dieti¬ 
cian and customer taster panels. 

The menu includes a full range of 
“free from” meals covering most 
allergies and illnesses, as well as soft 
and pureed meals for those who 
have difficulty chewing or swallow¬ 
ing their food. 

Deliveries are free, with a mini¬ 
mum of two deliveries a week 


offered throughout Cardiff and the 
Vale. 

There is no minimum order value 
and no contract to sign, plus the 
service includes packing of the food 
in the freezer and removal of the 
box. 

Most importantly, all staff are 
cleared by the CRB to work with 
vulnerable adults. 

The local franchise, which oper¬ 
ates from premises in Cardiff Bay, is 
owned and run by Peter and Julie 
McLaren-Kennedy. 

(SEE ADVERT FOR 
CONTACT DETAILS). 



Bush Healthcare 
expands in Bridgend 


A LEADING 
mobility spe¬ 
cialist has 
expanded its busi¬ 
ness - by opening a 
new store in 
Bridgend. 

The premises, located 
on the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, have 
undergone substantial 
renovation with ample 
customer parking and 
easy ramped access. 

Bush Healthcare pro¬ 
vides a wide range of 
products for a variety of 
needs. 

Its mobility scooter 


range includes car trans¬ 
portable scooters start¬ 
ing at £499, through to 
heavy-duty scooters that 
travel at 8mph. 

One of their more 
popular ranges, Rise 
and Recline chairs, 
starts at £599 - with 
free home delivery. 

An installation serv¬ 
ice for stair lifts, walk- 
in baths and showers, 
using their own experi¬ 
enced staff experts is 
available, with free, no¬ 
obligation surveys upon 
request. 

The new Bathing and 
Shower showroom 
allows customers to see 


examples of what a 
completed bathroom 
conversion may look 
like. 

As accredited mem¬ 
bers of BHTA, 
Motability, Construction 
Line and Chas, they are 
regularly successful in 
their tenders for dis¬ 
abled facility grant, pri¬ 
vate sector and work 
within local authorities 
throughout Wales. 

To find out more 
about Bush Healthcare, 
contact 01656 330350 
or visit (see our advert 
on page 29). 


Accountants 
that are 
here to help 

C OWDERY BRAWN and Co Ltd, 
chartered certified accountants, 
provide professionally friendly 
advice on issues such as accounts, prepa¬ 
ration, book-keeping, tax and payroll - 
and offer FREE consultations. 

An important issue facing employers is the 
introduction of ‘Real Time Information’ (RTI) 
the new way to send the payroll data to HMRC. 
Are you ready for RTI? 

If you wish to discuss your payroll options, or 
any of the other service we offer, don’t be afraid 
to get in touch. 

We are here to make life easier. 

To contact us, please call 01656 724469; 
email: office@cowderybrawn.com or go to 
www.cowderybrawn.com. 


LdritiS ’ Wmitz wz 

SALE EXTENDED 

New offers for 2013 

Make your home safe and warm... 

Doors • Windows • Conservatories 
Soffits • Fascias • Guttering 
Bifolds • Composite Doors • Repairs 




Call now for a free, 
no obligation quotation 

01446 749055 

Freephone 

0800 0260587 


Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


COWDERY BRAWN 

We are here to make life easier! 

Professional, friendly advice on... 

• ACCOUNTS PREPARATION 
• BOOKKEEPING 
• TAX and PAYROLL 

Plus the new initiative: 

REAL TIME INFORMATION (RTI) 

regarding payroll data to HMRC 

To ensure that your business is 
running smoothly please contact: 

T: 01656 724469 
E: office@cowderybrawn.com 
_ W: cowderybrawn.com 


Tasty, nutritious, fuss-free meals 


- just uihat the doctor ordered 



Weue been taking care of mealtimes for auer 
21 years. Our tempting range of ooer 250 dishes 
are nutntionaMy balanced and frozen for 
freshness, making them easy to stare and cook. 

Let Wiltshire Farm Foods totoe care of your mealtimes 
arvd enjoy: 

• Fftll doliurry from your local friemdljr diOuuy drtoor 

• Different rued meed options to suit every oppetvte 

• Special diets catered for including glute* free, diabetic, 
aviator lan and eHen 

• Soft «*d poreod moolt, mcludeog dottem 

• Groat VMiAoe - main meats from only £2.95, min* moats 
from £2.00 

For your FREE brochure call 

029 2034 2008 

Of Shop online at Wiltshire Form Foods 

wUtshlrefarnifoods.com y 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



MAKING LIFE EASIER. .. 


fi FISH & CHIPS • PIES • PASTIES • CURRY ^ 

• X-S- 


HARVEY'S 


Established 1960 


Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 
Now open Sundays 5pm-1 Opm 

Fish ’n’ Chips our Speciality 

OAP’s SPECIAL 

Fish’n’ Chips £3,10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Helping you to 
stay independent 

I NDEPENDENCE is something we all 
cling to. How many of us would not 
prefer to live out our days in the com¬ 
fort of our own home, rather than going 
into a care home? 

And being at home, would we not prefer to look 
after ourselves, rather than rely on friends and fam¬ 
ily, or even strangers - for help? 

There are many items available to help us man¬ 
age everyday tasks independently as we get older, 
or when our physical condition makes things diffi¬ 
cult. 

If you would like to pop into our Ability Living 
and Mobility shop in Barry, you will find a friendly 
face to discuss your needs. 

If we don’t have the right gadget in stock, we 
may well find something in our suppliers’ catalogue 
that we can order for you. 

We look forward to seeing you! 


Beeches offers a 
welcoming home 

T HE Beeches Residential Home is a 
very welcoming homely and friend¬ 
ly environment, with 14 bedrooms 
catering for up to 15 residents when full. 

All of the rooms have washing facilities, and 
some are en-suite. All our food is fresh and home- 
cooked and we cater for individual needs and diets. 

We offer 24-hour care, staff are trained to a high 
standard, and the training is ongoing. All staff are 
first aiders and are very committed to our residents. 

We have a weekly visit by a hairdresser, and offer 
treatments such as dentist, opticians and chiropody 
within the home, in addition to reflexology. 

Welsh Food Box 
Company is 
farmers' market 
to your door 

T HE Welsh 

Food Box 
Company is a 
new home delivery 
service, bringing the 
best local produce 
direct to households 
in the Cardiff and 
Vale areas. 

The company aims to 
ensure that people have 
access to the brilliant 
range of food that is pro¬ 
duced locally, with the 
convenience of shopping 



I mry A Mcbdity* 

www.ability.co.uk 


• One Stop Shop 
• Sticks to Scooters 

• Reachers to 
Rise’Recliners 

•Wheelchair Hire 

• Batteries & 
Servicing 


Contact Peter & Penny for friendly advice 


282 Holton Road 
Barry 

(01446) 733310 


236a Cowbridge Road 
Canton, Cardiff 

(029) 20667272 


WELSH 

FOOD 




< 

a. 

2 

o 

u 


Delivering local food to local people 
Local Organic box scheme 
On-line Farmers Market 
Free Delivery 
T: 07411 192048 

E:info@ welshfoodboxcompany.com 

www.welshfoodboxcompany.com 


Tele 
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Looking to advertise in over 43,000 newspapers 
AND online? Then give us a call on 01446 774484 
or email: gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Residential Home 

T: 01446 74-3344 or 73W 

Large Double Room available 

Suitable for either a married couple, 

2 brothers or 2 sisters. 

24 hour care. Please contact: 
Julie Morgan 


317 Barry Road 
Barry CF62 8BJ 



DONT GET BLINDSIDED 
BY PROSTATE CANCER! 


on line to get a fresh food 
delivery 

The Welsh Food Box 
Company offers a viable, 
local alternative to the 
home delivery service 
offered by major super¬ 
markets. 

We offer everything 
you would expect to find 
at a farmers market and 
more. Most popular are 
the organic veg and fruit 
boxes which were recent¬ 
ly named in the 
Independent’s top 10 UK 
box schemes. 
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PROSTATE 

^CYMRU^. 


Rugby puts its 
weight behind 
prostate charity 

T HE rugby community is putting its 
weight behind Prostate Cymru, 
the leading charity in Wales work¬ 
ing with medical professionals in the 
fight against all prostate diseases, benign 
and malignant. 

Its mission is to raise 
awareness, promote 
understanding, and 
fund both the latest 
medical equipment and 
the training of health¬ 
care professionals. 

The charity is 
behind a number of 
sporting fundraising 
events - and a special 
one takes place tomor¬ 
row (Friday, February 
15) in the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl. 

Called ‘A Knight 
with the Captains’, no 
fewer than 20 former 
Welsh international 
rugby captains, includ¬ 
ing Gareth Edwards 
and Ieuan Evans, will 
take to the stage for an 
evening of sporting dis¬ 
cussion, under the 
chairmanship of Sir 
Mansel Aylward. 

Rugby fans can still 
book a place for this 
unique event, which 
includes a meal, by call¬ 
ing 01656 815995, or 
01656 782545. 

Prostate Cymru 
stands to benefit from a 
number of great sport¬ 
ing fundraising events 
in the coming months. 

See next week’s GEM 
for full details. 


ooo 


Get a headstart in the media 


A POPULAR free 
training programme 
for young people who 
want to break into the 
creative industries, is 
returning to Bridgend 
county borough this 
half-term. 

Co-ordinated by 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s Arts 
and Community 

Development team 
through the SONIG 
Youth Music Industry 
Programme, the Media 
Machine creative indus¬ 
tries training course 
offers full-time students 
living in the county bor¬ 
ough the opportunity to 
learn from industry pro¬ 
fessionals. 

The students, aged 16- 
19, will develop their 
music, documenting and 
reviewing skills through¬ 
out the course taking 
place between 

Wednesday and 

Saturday, February 


20-23. The young peo¬ 
ple will then get to put 
their new skills to the test 
at gigs on Friday and 
Saturday, February 22 
and 23, with their videos, 
audio recordings and 
reviews then being fea¬ 
tured on BUSK A 
Promotion’s and Unit 15 
Production’s websites, 
Bullet Radio and in the 


next issue of Plugged In 
Magazine. 

The initiative aims to 
show young people in the 
county borough that 
there is more to the music 
industry than those in the 
limelight, and that alter¬ 
native routes into the 
industry, including sound 
engineering, lighting and 
promotion are available. 


If you are interested in 
taking part, fill in the 
short application form at 
www.bulletradio. co. uk, 
or call arts and commu¬ 
nity development officer 
Andre Van Wyk on 07775 
910989 for more infor¬ 
mation. 

The deadline for 
applications is Monday, 
February 18. 


‘VERY LITTLE PROFIT ON FUEL 


NEVILLE WESTERMAN is cor¬ 
rect to raise the issue of fuel profit 
margins - but, unfortunately, the 
economics are against him (GEM 
letters, recently). 

There is almost no profit margin on 
fuel, which is why there are very few 
independent retailers left. 

I have seen differences of 1 Op per 
litre in the same area (with the higher 
priced outlet no longer in business). 

Supermarkets sell fuel at prices to 
encourage shoppers and often sell at 
a loss. Also, supermarket fuel does not 
have the additional additives needed 
to ensure a healthy engine - impor¬ 


tant if you use diesel. 

If you pay for fuel with a credit or 
debit card, more often than not the 
name appearing on the voucher will 
be that of the fuel company, not the 
outlet, because that is the only way 
that outlets still exist in some areas, 
so that benefits consumers. 

As a rough guide, if you paid £1.35 
for a litre of unleaded, VAT accounts 
for 22.5p and fuel duty a further 61p. 

The wholesale price is around 54p 
per litre, so that leaves a negative 
margin. 

You can do the sums yourself for 
any other price. 

Alec Trousdell, Dyffryn 
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Level 

Access 

Showers 


SURVEY 






Stairlifts 
surveyed 
and fitted 
by our 
professional 
team 


Full range 
of rise and 
recline 
chairs 


A scooter 
for every 
occasion 


1 BRIDGEND SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN 
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EVERYTHING 

IN STORE REDUCED 


SALE 
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TEMPUR 

30% on 


30% on 

Parker Knoll 

23% on 

•/*• • 

30% on 
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29% on 

40% on 



George Street Furnishers 


Furniture • Carpets • 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 
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Beds • Bathrooms 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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SUPPORTERS ARE OUT IN FORCE 
FOR SANDVILLE’S 30 TH BIRTHDAY 





I % 


ABOVE: 

Sister Gwyneth Poacher and the Sandville team waiting to greet guests at the 30th anniversary service. 


ABOVE: Cutting the 30th anniversary cake with Gwyneth Poacher 
are (left to right) Mark Howells, Simon Jones and Pat McGrane 


ABOVE: Gwyneth welcoming 
Mrs Ann Jenkins, High Sheriff of 
Mid Glamorgan and Mr Geraint Jenkins 


ABOVE: 

The ‘Sandville Scrubbers’ put on their cabaret act. 

LEFT: Arthur Beale presenting Gwyneth Poacher with a cheque 
for £12,750, followed by Dave Jones, with a cheque for £2,500. 


ONE of the area’s 
favourite charities, 
the Sandville Self- 
Help Centre in Ton 
Kenfig, is celebrat¬ 
ing its 30th birth¬ 
day. 

It all started in 1983, 
with monthly lunch ses¬ 
sions with cancer 
patients in the Sandville 
Hotel, Porthcawl, just to 
talk and share problems. 

From that little acorn, 
a great oak has grown 
and continues to bear 
fruit. The reputation of 
the Sandville 

Foundation is known 
and respected through¬ 
out the world. 

Such is this reputation 
and that of its founder, 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher, 
that this month she was 
honoured by receiving 
an invitation from the 
palliative care team at 
Kidwai Memorial 
Institute of Oncology, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka, 
India, to be a speaker at 
the 2013 International 
Conference of Palliative 
Care. 

It would have been a 
marvellous experience 
for Gwyneth, but unfor¬ 
tunately for her, and due 
to the unrest in India at 
the time, she was 
advised not to attend. 

The 30th anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service 
was held in All Saints 


ABOVE: Gwyneth Poacher welcoming Simon Jones (left) 
and Sandville trustees Marilyn and Arthur Beale. 


ABOVE: Sandville students served the refreshments. 
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ABOVE: Canon Masson and Gwyneth Poacher with guests 
from National Cancer Support, chairman Pat McGrane 
and chief executive officer Dr Carl Stonier. 


Church, Porthcawl, on 
Sunday, February 3, and 
was conducted by the 
Rector of the Parish of 
Porthcawl with Newton 
Nottage, the Rev Canon 
Philip Masson. 

Two addresses were 
given, the first by the 
Rev Dawn Tilt, chaplain 
at HM Parc Prison, 
Bridgend, and the sec¬ 
ond by Gilly Burns, 
founder consultative 
nurse in palliative care, 
from India. 

Gilly read out con¬ 
gratulations from India, 
together with regrets that 
Gwyneth’s visit had 
been cancelled, but with 
hopes that she would be 
able to be able to attend 
the conference in 2014. 

Musical accompani¬ 
ment to the service was 
provided on the organ by 
Dan Pugh-Bevan. 

Following the last 
hymn, Canon Masson 
closed the service by 
leading the congregation 
in song to wish Gwyneth 
a very ‘Happy (80th) 
Birthday’. 

Following the service, 
members of the congre¬ 
gation went to Sandville 
Court for tea and light 
entertainment. 

The tea was laid on by 
Marilyn Beale and 
Dougnuts of Bridgend, 
and served by the 
Sandville students. 

The entertainment 


was provided by the 
‘Sandville Scrubbers’ 
who gave a repeat per¬ 
formance of their highly 
successful act at the Hi- 
Tide during the Twelfth 
Night Fancy Dress 
Celebrations. 

It was a mixture of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Mikado and Puccini’s 
Madam Butterfly, with 
Sumo wrestlers thrown 
in for good measure. 

Arthur Beale present¬ 
ed Sister Gwyneth 
Poacher with a cheque 
for £12,750 - the pro¬ 
ceeds of the Twelfth 
Night Fancy Dress 
Evening at the Hi Tide, 
and events leading up to 
it. 

A further cheque for 
£2,500 was also present¬ 
ed to Gwyneth by Dave 
Jones on behalf of ‘Dout 
Diamond (Dave 

Williams), the ‘Singing 
Plumber to the Stars’, 
who had collected this 
amount through cabaret 
evenings that he had 
held throughout the year 
in aid of Sandville. 


ABOVE: The Rev Dawn Till, with 
Canon Philip Masson in the background. 


ABOVE: 

Marilyn Beale, who supplied the tea. 


REPORT and PHOTOGRAPHS 
by KEITH E MORGAN 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF THE CLASS AT 
BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Cartoon Capers at 
Barry Library 

A MIXED group of year-7, 8 and 9 pupils 
from Barry Comprehensive School were 
warmly welcomed each week by Barry 
library staff for four three hour work¬ 
shops led by Turnip Starfish, a company 
which specialises in animation and comic 
books. 

Each week, boys learnt how to draw cartoon 
characters starting with hands, feet and faces. They 
were then shown how to build these up until they 
could draw whole people. 

Next, they created their own personal super¬ 
heroes and turned them into comic strips, adding 
captions and speech bubbles to complete their 
work. 

The comic strips were then put together to form 
a magazine. Each pupil has now been presented 
with their personal copy to keep. They also took 
home their individual sketch books, containing all 
the drawings they did each week. They can now 
continue to develop these new found s ki lls. 

We look forward to seeing a display of these 
wonderful cartoons to be shown soon in Barry 
Library. 

A special thanks to our reading volunteer, Julie 
O’Brien who accompanied them to the library each 
week. 

The project was funded by Literature Wales with 
the aim of improving literacy through art. AC 



Jay learning the tricks of the trade from 
the experts at Turnip Starfish. 



ABOVE: James and Josh proudly displaying the front cover. 


The students working at Barry Library. 


Older People’s ‘voice’ is Hope springs eternal in 
heard in Dinas Powys the battle for survival! 


The Older 
People’s 
Commissioner 
is pictured with 
members of 
Dinas Powys 
Afternoon 
Club. 



THE Older People’s 
Commissioner for Wales, 
Sarah Rochira, last week vis¬ 
ited the Dinas Powys 
Wednesday afternoon club, 
as part of her Engagement 
Roadshow. 

She explained her role, her 
future priorities and how she is 
able to help and support them. 

“What a privilege to be in 
Dinas Powys, spending time 
meeting with older people at 


their afternoon club. What 
came across so strongly was the 
sense of friendship and com¬ 
munity and how much drive 
and energy the members of the 
group had,” the commissioner 
commented. 

“All my work is driven by 
what older people tell me mat¬ 
ters most to them, and they 
most certainly were loud and 
clear in what they want me to 
be taking forward on their 


behalf. We all know that we 
live in challenging times, listen¬ 
ing to our older people is the 
only way we are going to 
ensure that we meet the needs 
of people who are older now, 
and those who will be older in 
years to come. 

“This is an outstanding 
example of older people keep¬ 
ing their communities together 
and, quite simply, being a life¬ 
line for so many.” 


BEEKEEPING activity so 
far has been to visit the 
apiaries at Fonmon, 
Dyffryn and the Power 
Station. 

All that I have done was to 
choose a dry and somewhat 
warmer day than we have been 
experiencing so far, then observe 
the hives at each apiary and note 
any comings and goings from 
them. 

Some hives are active and some 
are not; however, on removing 
the roof of every hive and lifting 
the crown-board just a little, live 
bees were observed in all hives. 
This is sufficient for now, but I 
did provide the bees with strips of 
ready rolled icing-sugar where I 
deemed it necessary. 

Not all the hives required this 
support, but it behoves the bee¬ 
keeper to look to the needs of 
each colony, as the loss of a 
colony is not unusual at this time 
of the year due to starvation. 

The provision of stores to 
enable bees to survive the winter 
shut down was carried out in the 
autumn (2012) and as it was such 
an appalling season last year, 
many of the colonies were left 
with the nectar that they had 
managed gather - and I gave liq¬ 


NEWS FROM THE 
FONMON APIARY 


uid sugar to all of the colonies, in 
order to boost their chances of 
survival. 

At each of the apiaries, I have 
a nucleus colony: this is a small 
hive (5 frames only) and, of 
course, a lesser number of bees 
plus a Queen - and they have 
come through the winter very 
well. 

In fact, the nucleus bees have 
shown activity when no others 
have moved at all; once condi¬ 
tions allow the bees to commence 
spring expansion, these nucleus 
colonies will be transferred to a 
full size box (National Hive) and 
possibly become a productive 
colony within the apiary. 

Always there are winter losses 
- this can be due to ill-provi¬ 
sioned bees, the ravages of the 
Varroa Mite, hive units that are 
not weather-proof, severe condi¬ 
tions, wind and rain. 

With all the rain we have been 
exposed to throughout the coun¬ 
try I will not be surprised to learn 
of colony losses due to flooding. 
At the Dyffryn Apiary, one of the 
hives has had the attention of a 
Woodpecker; it has created a neat 


hole on two of the faces of a hive 
unit and it inserts its tongue into 
the hive, hoping to lick up bees 
from within. 

A temporary repair has been 
carried out (putty in holes and 
taped over) until the conditions 
allow for the removal of the unit 
i.e. my first new season in depth 
inspection. There are still bees in 
this hive so chances are it will be 
saved. 

On Saturday, March 23, there 
will be a beekeepers convention 
held at the Royal Welsh 
Agricultural Showground and 
present will be manufacturers of 
beekeeping equipment, plus lec¬ 
turers and, of course, beekeepers. 

The convention opens at 8am 
and tickets are available from 
Barbara Chick, 11, Porthcawl 
Road, Cardiff, CF5 5HU. 

As ever, hope springs eternal 
and I am looking forward to the 
coming season; hive units are 
clean, so is my smoker, Queen 
Excluders, hive tool - and not 
forgetting my bee-suit. 

Hygiene is a must these days if 
we are to help the bees in their 
fight to survive. 

I am hoping to meet new 
and established beekeepers at the 
March Convention. 

HAROLD WILLIAMS 
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Vale’s rural rugby stars of the future 



ABOVE: The team from Pendoylan C/W Primary School. 



ABOVE: Fun in the mud for the hoys from Palmerston Primary School. 
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All aboard the 
Cooking Bus! 


No way through for Palmerston Primary 
School (blue) against St Andrew’s Major 
C/W Primary School (red) in the latest 
Vale of Glamorgan tag rugby festival. 



CADOXTON Primary School recently 
had a visit from the Cooking Bus, funded 
by the Welsh government in partnership 
with Public Health Wales. 

It is run by Focus on Food, an organisation that 
supports the teaching of cooking in schools across 
the UK. 

All the children, from reception upwards, had an 
opportunity to visit the cooking bus; they learnt 
cooking skills, such as chopping and cutting, and 
healthy diets, and produced delicious food, such as 
pizza and fruit salad. 


JUST a few miles 
from where the 
Welsh team train at 
the Vale Resort, the 
next generation of 
rugby stars have 
been starring in the 
latest Vale primary 
schools tag rugby 
festival. 

Any Welsh national 
coaches enjoying an 
afternoon off would 
have been treated to a 
feast of rugby at St 
David’s C/W Primary 
School in Colwinston, 
with plenty of skills, 
thrills and sidesteps 
that even George 
North would have been 
proud of. 

Once every half 
term, boys and girls 
from schools across the 
rural Vale come 
together to play in a 
tag rugby festival. The 
festivals were estab¬ 
lished eight years ago 


by a group of teachers, 
including Duncan 
Mottram from St 
Andrew’s Major C/W 
Primary School, and 
the event has grown 
into a firm fixture on 
the local rugby calen¬ 
dar. 

Fast forward 10 
years from now and 
who knows, some of 
these youngsters could 
even be following in 
the footsteps of other 
local boys Lloyd 
Williams and Josh 
Navidi into the Welsh 
set-up. 

To find out a local 
rugby team near you 
please visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/spo 
rtsandplay, while you 
can keep up to date 
with the latest commu¬ 
nity sports news from 
the Vale by following 
@valesportsnews on 
Twitter. 




FESTIVAL OF RUGBY 
AT COWBRIDGE RFC 


A grey, wet, cold afternoon 
but surprise, surprise - 
three home games at 
Cowbridge RFC last 
Saturday, the first since 
December 8. 

The firsts kicked off at 1.30pm 
against Clwb Rygbi looking to add 
to the last two victories over Taffs 
Well and Llandaff North. First 
blood went to Clwb Rygby, con¬ 
verting a penalty after just four 
minutes. 

Cowbridge responded immedi¬ 
ately and despite missing a penal¬ 
ty, pressurised the visitors with 
some fine breaks by centre Huw 
Llewellyn and veteran prop Dai 
Breed. Held up over the line, 
Cowbridge opted for a scrum from 
the resulting penalty but were then 
penalised themselves. 

Eventually, perseverance paid 
off and No. 10 Carwyn Morgan 
slotted over a penalty on 20 min¬ 
utes to level the scores. This was 
shortlived as the impressive Clwb 
Rygbi outside half scored under 
the posts almost straight from the 
kick off and duly converted. 

Battling lock Steve 
Birchenough had to leave the pitch 
for some stitches and was replaced 
by Matt Logsdon who impressed 
immediately with aggressive 
defence and, despite some impres¬ 
sive touch kicking from No 10 
Morgan, it was Clwb Rygbi who 
finished the half with a second 
penalty and a yellow card for their 
No 10 Oliver Jenkins. 

With Birchenough returning to 
the fray Cowbridge were 
encamped in the visitors half for 
the first 10 minutes of the second 
half but were unable to add to the 
first half penalty. 


After 15 minutes some lovely 
running in midfield from 
Llewellyn, Elia Pellegrotti and 
Morgan almost resulted in a try, 
only for the ball to be dropped 
over the line. However, 
Cowbridge were not to be denied 
and a penalty into touch took 
Cowbridge within 10 metres of the 
visitors’ line; from the lineout 
Steve Birchenough barged over 
the line for a well deserved try. 

Unfortunately this was almost 
the last action from Steve as he 
was helped off the pitch soon 
afterwards with what proved to be 
a broken arm; we wish him a 
speedy recovery. 

Despite continuing to play pos¬ 
itive rugby, Cowbridge started to 
leak penalties. A Cowbridge 
penalty on the halfway was 
reversed after some backchat from 
the veteran Breed and this was fol¬ 
lowed by a succession of penalties 
to Clwb Rygbi, with three convert¬ 
ed in the space of 10 minutes - and 
that was it. 

Plenty of pressure from 
Cowbridge and several opportuni¬ 
ties which we were unable to con¬ 
vert into points. 

I'm sure the coaches and play¬ 
ers will look at this as a chance 
missed for at least a losing bonus 
point, and up until that last 10 
minutes a possible win was on the 
cards. 

Final score: Cowbridge 8, Clwb 
Rygbi 21 

This Saturday, we entertain 
Barry at the Athletic Field, kick 
off 2.30pm and following that it's 
Wattstown at home on March 2; as 
always, all support is welcome. 
Cowbridge Seconds, meanwhile, 
had a very enjoyable game 
against Clwb Rygbi seconds. 

It was wet and muddy but both 


teams tried to entertain Clwb 
Rygbi scored their first try after 
five minutes with their right wing 
squeezing in at the corner despite 
an excellent tackle from full back 
Rob Langdon. 

There was a second converted 
try for the visitors on 30 minutes 
but Cowbridge had their moments, 
a great charge up the middle by 
prop Matt Popham and several 
good runs by wing David 
Griffiths. 

Clwb Rygbi scored two more 
tries in the second half, one a gal¬ 
loping run by their second row and 
right at the death a second for the 
right wing. 

Cowbridge tackled and pressed 
forward through the game. The 
one difference was that Clwb 
Rygbi obviously knew each others 
play better. Luke James showed 
up well at scrum half and there 
was excellent defence by the 
whole team, with perhaps 
Langdon and Chris Parsons the 
pick. Props Popham and John 
Bissel got through a lot of work. 

Final score: Cowbridge 2nds 0, 
Clwb Rygbi 2nds 24. 

Finally, the youth entertained 
Penarth on the old school field. 

In atrocious conditions the boys 
competed well throughout the 
game against much bigger opposi¬ 
tion. Despite overdoing the kick¬ 
ing they ran well with the ball in 
hand and tackled ferociously. 

The highlight of the game was 
the Cowbridge try; from a penalty 
in their half, two passes and the 
ball was in the hands of Harri 
Thomas who sprinted along the 
touchline to score in the comer - 
well done lads. 

Final score: Cowbridge youth 
5, Penarth youth 25. 
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SPORTS NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Thursday, February 14th, 2013 


Success for school’s girls’ sports teams 


CROSS¬ 
COUNTRY 

HUGE congratulations 
to Alex Brooks and 
Rowan Allin (year-7), 
and Josh Petersen 
(year-9), who have 
been selected to repre¬ 
sent Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools’ District at the 
51st Welsh Schools’ 
National Cross- 

Country 
Championships. 

After consistently 
performing to very high 
standards in each of the 
cross-country fixtures 
last year, the boys were 
selected. 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
wish you all the best on 
February 23 in Brecon. 

Furthermore, Logan 
Roach has been selected 
as a reserve for the year- 
7 squad, and we hope he 
gets the opportunity to 
show his talents on this 
day as well. 

Congratulations and 
well done all! 

TUMBLE AND 
VAULT 

THE following pupils 
took part in the 
Cardiff and the Vale 
Tumble and Vault 
Competition in the 
National Sports Centre 
on January 25. 

The under-14 girls 
team finished first and 
individually Mia Sexton 
(1st), Tirion Evans (2nd) 
and Megan Champion 
(3rd). 

The under-14 boys 
team position was 5th. 

Well done to all who 
took part. 

SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS 

THE following girls 
took part in the Cardiff 
& Vale sports Hall 
Athletics on January 16 
at Whitchurch High 
School. 

A team will now be 
selected from the results 
to represent Cardiff and 
the Vale in the Welsh 
final in Cwmbran on 
March 3. 

2 Laps - 3 167 Jordan 
Meek, Cowbridge 
23.7; 5 171 Megan 

Hodgson, Cowbridge 
23.9; 7 170 Meriel 

Clode, Cowbridge 24.3; 
13 164 Sian 

Prichard, Cowbridge 
24.7; 15 160 Annabel 
Hegarty, Cowbridge 
24.9; 15 162 Pippa 
Jolles, Cowbridge 24.9; 
22 169 Laura Annetts, 
Cowbridge 25.3; 24 168 
Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 25.5; 24 128 
Daisy Morgan, Cardiff 
High 25.5; 26 161 

Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 25.6; 26 202 
Aimee Eggington, 
Whitchurch 25.6; 29 
173, Ffion McNamee, 
Cowbridge 25.7. 

2 Laps -1172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 48.9; 
2 170 Meriel Clode, 
Cowbridge 51.2; 4 164 
Sian Prichard, 

Cowbridge 53.0; 7 165 
Alice Teague, 

Cowbridge 53.2; 9 163 
Sanant Emyr, 

Cowbridge 53.9; 15 160 
Annabel Hegarty, 
Cowbridge 57.7; 19 168 


Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 58.2. 

6 Laps -1 172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 75.9. 

High Jump - 7 160 
Annabel Hegarty, 
Cowbridge 1.05; 17 173 
Ffion McNamee, 

Cowbridge 1.00; 18 161 
Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 0.95. 

Vertical Jump - 4 166 
Tirion Evans, 

Cowbridge 50; 16 161 
Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 35. 

Standing Long Jump 
-5 167 Jordan Meek, 
Cowbridge 1.95; 6 162 
Pippa Jolles, Cowbridge 
1.92; 7 171 Megan 

Hodgson, Cowbridge 
1.88; 32 164 Sian 

Prichard, Cowbridge 
1.46. 

Standing Triple Jump 
- 1 167 Jordan Meek, 
Cowbridge 7.05; 2 166 
Tirion Evans, 

Cowbridge 6.92; 3 162 
Pippa Jolles, Cowbridge 
6.34; 8 172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 5.98; 
9 163 Sanant Emyr, 
Cowbridge 
5.96. 

Speed Bounce - 5 
171 Megan Hodgson, 
Cowbridge 64; 10 165 
Alice Teague, 

Cowbridge 63; 16 173 
Ffion McNamee, 

Cowbridge 61. 

Shot (2.72kg) - 14 
165 Alice Teague, 
Cowbridge 5.20; 17 168 
Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 4.90; 27 170 
Meriel Clode, 

Cowbridge 4.30. 

The under-15 boys 
once again shone in the 
Cardiff & Vale Sports 
hall athletics completion 
held in Glantaf School. 

Out of a field of 70 
athletes, Cowbridge fin¬ 
ished with six athletes in 
the top 20. Year-10 pupil 
Kristian Jones (4 lap, 
Long Jump and Speed 
Bounce) won all his 
events and the overall 
competition with a total 
of 300 points, equalling 
George Griffiths’ 
impressive record from 
the previous year. 

Tom Trotman (2 lap, 
Long Jump, Shot Putt) 
finished a close second, 
eight points behind 
Jones. Tom Trotman 
also produced a standing 
triple over eight metres 
this year, which was bet¬ 
ter than anyone by some 
margin. 

Other notable per¬ 
formances came from 
Joe Davies who finished 
in 5th place and Tom 
Lucas finishing in 8th. 
Rian Thomas and Ben 
Jones both produced 
solid performances fin¬ 
ishing in 17th and 18th 
respectively. 

Kristian and Tom 
have now been selected 
to represent Cardiff & 
the Vale in The Welsh 
Sportshall Finals which 
are on Sunday, March 3 
at Cwmbran. 

We wish them every 
success. 

HOCKEY 
THIS was an amaz¬ 
ing effort from the 
year-8 hockey girls, 
who played the 
mixed year-8 and 9 


girls and boys from 
St Cyres. 

The Cowbridge girls 
dominated the first half 
by keeping possession 
and had several breaks 
into the opposition goal 
circle. 

In the second half, the 
girls continued to hold 
out with a strong 
defence and Ffion 
McNamee and Sophie 
Oddly played brilliantly 
for a number of attempts 
at goal. 

In the final minute, 
St. Cyres scored, leaving 
the final score 1-0 

Players of the match: 
Selina Radcliffe and 
Penny Weir. 

TOURNAMENT 
THE first round of 
the year-9 Cardiff 
and Vale Hockey 
Tournament was 
played against Bro 
Morgannwg and 
Plasmawr on 
Monday, February 
4, in Barry. 

Cowbridge played 
Plasmawr first, and the 
teams seemed evenly 
matched, with the ball 
being carried into both 
shooting circles. 

Cowbridge took the 
upper hand with a goal 
by Sian Smith from a 
lovely cross. 

The second half 
found Cowbridge more 
dominant, making 

Plasmawr defend sever¬ 
al attacks on their goal 
before Jemma Viney 
scored for a final score 
of 2-0. 

Plasmawr then played 
Bro Morgannwg and it 
was drawn 1-1. 

Finally, Cowbridge 
played Bro Morgannwg 
in a very evenly 
matched game, both 
teams taking shots at 
goal and defending well. 
The final score was 0-0. 

Cowbridge now go 
through to the Cardiff 
and the Vale final to be 
held after half term. 
Well done girls. 

Players of the match: 
Seren Allin and Jemma 
Viney. 

NETBALL 
THE year-9 netball 
team took part in 
the Cardiff and 
Vale County 

Netball tournament 
on Tuesday, 

February 5, at 
Ysgol Glantaf. 

The girls were drawn 
in a strong pool against 
Bro Morgannwg, 
Howells and Glantaf. 

In the first game 
against Bro Morgannwg, 
Cowbridge got off to an 
unsteady start, and made 
silly basic errors due to 
rushing and forcing 
passes, instead of their 
usual composed style. 

Despite this, 

Cowbridge led 2-0 at 
half-time. In the second 
half, the girls began to 
settle, found their stride 
and a more skilful team 
emerged. 

Excellent defence in 
the circle from Emma at 
GK and Ffion Vickers at 
GD kept the Bro team 
out of the game and 



excellent linking play 
between Olivia Jones at 
GA and Lucy Housley at 
GS enabled the 
Cowbridge team to capi¬ 
talise on turn over ball. 
The score finished with 
a 5-0 win to Cowbridge. 

In the second match, 
Cowbridge faced 
Howells, who had also 
already secured a win 
against Bro and were 
looking strong. 

Cowbridge scored the 
first goal of the game 
and worked tirelessly in 
defense to maintain the 
lead. Excellent intercep¬ 
tions from Sashini 
Jayasinghe at WD, who 
linked in perfectly with 
Maya Bell at C and 
Annie Lloyd at WA 
ensured that the shooters 
were fed suitable balls 
into the circle. 

Cowbridge had a 4-2 
lead at half time. In the 
second half, Bethan 
Swallow came on to GK 
and her height in the cir¬ 
cle impacted on the 
Howells shooting ability 
to great effect. 

Jemma Viney, who 
came on to WA, was 
dominant in attack and 
helped Cowbridge keep 
possession to secure an 
8-5 win. 

Cowbridge then faced 
Glantaf in the final 
match of the pool. Both 
teams went into the 
deciding game having 
won both their previous 
matches, so a close final 
was likely. 

Both teams rose to the 
occasion and battled 
extremely well through¬ 
out, and Glantaf man¬ 
aged to secure the win¬ 
ning goal seconds before 
the final whistle to win 
4-3. 

Cowbridge finished 
the day a very 
respectable second 
place. Well done to all 
the girls. 

CHAMPS 

THE senior netball 
girls competed in 
the Cardiff and 
Vale Senior Netball 
Tournament on 
Thursday 
February 7, at 
Whitchurch High 
School. 

We were drawn in a 
pool against Plasmawr, 
Llanishen, St. Johns and 
Cardiff High School, all 
of which provided a 
unique challenge to the 
Cowbridge girls. 

Each match was eight 
minutes one way due to 
time restrictions, so the 



girls 

needed to be ready and 
raring to go on the whis¬ 
tle. 

Cowbridge played St. 
Johns first and got off to 
a fantastic start with 
Lydia Hitchings at GS 
and Mairi Boxall at GA 
shooting with the high¬ 
est level of accuracy to 
give Cowbridge a 7-0 
lead at full time. 

Next up was Cardiff 
High, and after a break 
Cowbridge were a bit 
slow off the mark, 
enabling the Cardiff 
girls to impact on the 
game. Outstanding 
defence from Imogen 
Harrison at GK and 
Caitlin Allin at GD 
ensured the Cowbridge 
girls remained resilient 
and excellent feeds into 
the circle from Jo 
Williams at WA and Liz 
Whitehouse at C helped 
the team secure a close 
4-3 victory. 

Now on a roll, the 
team faced a strong and 
composed Plasmawr 
side, who again ruffled 
Cowbridge in the open¬ 
ing minutes. Cowbridge 
rose to the challenge 
though, remained con¬ 
trolled throughout with a 
seemingly effortless per¬ 
formance to win with an 
excellent 6-3 lead! 

In the final pool 
match, they faced 
Llanishen who were also 
yet to lose a match. The 
pressure was on to see 
who would secure the 
win and progress to the 
finals. 

The Cowbridge girls 
were outstanding 

throughout! Mature 
zone defence from 
Imogen and Caitlin 
forced mistakes in the 
Llanishen attack and 
turnover ball enabled the 



Cowbridge attack to 
flourish. 

Movement in the cir¬ 
cle from Lydia and 
Mairi was faultless, and 
support on the edge of 
the circle from Jo and 
Liz was solid. Nadini 
Jayasinghe and Nancie 
Edwards, who both 
played at WD alterna¬ 
tively throughout, 
showed great composure 
and style to make vital 
interceptions to support 
the team. 

The level of commit¬ 
ment on court from the 
girls was exemplary and 
led to an outstanding 7-5 
win and Cowbridge pro¬ 
gressed to the final! 

Howells were the sec¬ 
ond pool winners. The 
last time Cowbridge and 
Howells met in a senior 
netball match was in the 
final of the President’s 
Cup in December and 
Howells just edged a 
win in the closing min¬ 
utes by 5-3, so the 
Cowbridge girls were 


keen to seek revenge. 

Cowbridge, who were 
psyched up for the final, 
took the lead from the 
first centre pass and in 
quick succession 

advanced to a 3-0 lead. 
This shock in pace 
caught the Howells team 
off guard but they quick¬ 
ly responded and 
brought the score ago¬ 
nisingly close at 3-2. 

With just minutes to 
go the Cowbridge girls 
showed real grit and 
determination through 
possession play to hold 
out and secure a very 
well deserved 3-2 win. 

Cowbridge were now 
crowned County 

Champions! Big con¬ 
gratulations to all the 
girls who played with 
such passion and com¬ 
mitment and a thank you 
to them all for their con¬ 
tinual dedication to 
school sport throughout 
their very hectic sixth 
form lives. 

Imogen Harrison, our 


captain, was the only 
year 13 pupil and so she 
sadly leaves us next sea¬ 
son to start her next 
chapter at university. We 
wish her well! 

As the rest of the 
team will be here next 
year we look forward 
with positive hopes of 
retaining the title. 

Well done girls! 

SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS 

THE under-15 girls 
competed in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Sports Hall 

Athletics on 

February 6 at Gian 
Taff. 

A team will now be 
selected to go forward to 
the Welsh final in 
Cwmbran on Sunday, 
March 3. Cowbridge’s 
overall winner was 
Brooke Langton-Cryer 
with 296 points. Well 
done. 
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Height of luxury - there's even a TV and radio! 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



Land Rover Discovery 4 TDV6 HSE. 


NFALLIBILITY 
is a dangerous 
feeling and often 
results in disappoint¬ 
ment, I am told. 

Many drivers of 4x4s 
seem to possess this 
quality in spades, tack¬ 
ling most situations on 
the road with an unat¬ 
tractive, bolshy attitude. 

When behind the 
wheel of the hugely 
capable Land Rover 
Discovery 4 TDV6 
HSE, you can see why 
as the commanding 
driving position, the 
superb build quality and 
the luxurious interior 
give the driver that king 
of the road feeling. 

Clambering onto the 
leather-clad driver’s 
seat it is clear that my 
surroundings are posi¬ 
tively luxurious; on a 
par with the pricier 
Range Rover (I tested 
the old model 
Autobiography last 
year). 

A straight-grained 
walnut finish con¬ 
tributes to the elegance 
of the interior. An array 
of technology assists; 
from the seven-inch full 
colour centre console 
touch-screen for con¬ 


trolling key vehicle 
functions, to front and 
rear parking aids and 
phone integration. 

In Discovery 4 HSE 
Luxury, every journey 
is a pleasure. At a quick 
glance, I spy all the off- 
roading controls I might 
need, a television and 
even that much sought- 
after DAB (Digital 
Audio Broadcasting) 
radio. 

It’s a responsive lux¬ 
urious brute of a vehi¬ 
cle. During the test it 
snows heavily, so much 
so that all major airports 
cancel flights and it 
takes all night for some 
office workers to travel 
home. 

On one occasion, 
there is over six inches 
of snow covering the 
whole vehicle and so I 
clear as much of it off 
as possible and then get 
driving. 

However, a quantity 
falls off the roof on the 
windscreen wipers as I 
manoeuvre and they 
handle it as if it were 
just light rain, brushing 
it off the screen with 
ease. 

It’s minus one 
degrees and I am cold, 
so it is gratifying to dis¬ 


cover the heated steer¬ 
ing wheel and heated 
seats front and rear. 

Outside, the pictur¬ 
esque winter wonder¬ 
land provides the per¬ 
fect environment to put 
the Disco through its 
paces. For the duration 
of the test I drive in ice 
mode. 

Only the foolhardy 
would venture off road 
in these treacherous 
conditions, but this is a 
test and Land Rover 
would not look 
favourably upon me if 
their vehicle remained 
on the tarmac. 

My wife and daugh¬ 
ter insisted on accompa¬ 
nying me, just in case I 
got into difficulties. 
They just don’t trust 
me, or the Disco. 
Selecting the low switch 
and remaining in ice 
mode, we drive through 
a thickly snow-covered 
and hilly woodland and 
it handles the snow and 
the ice underneath well, 
only losing grip a cou¬ 
ple of times. 

It is on exiting that it 
comes unstuck. I try 
reversing back the way 
I came, but it doesn’t 
like this one bit, the 
wheels spinning as I 


apply the accelerator. 

Sol drive forward, 
starting to inwardly 
panic, not for me but 
for my wife (who is 
expecting our second 
child shortly) and little 
Harriett, who is happily 
saying “Oh dear” in the 
back. 

As we point north, I 
move forward and then 
back, kicking the accel¬ 
erator down and, thank¬ 
fully, the Land Rover 
climbs the hill and gets 
us back on to the road. 

Think of its weight 
and the challenging 


winter conditions and 
this is impressive. In 
fact, this is the stickiest 
situation I have been in 
in a Land Rover. 

During this period 
when Britain is covered 
in snow, competent 
Land Rover owners 
make themselves avail¬ 
able as a sort of fourth 
emergency service to 
rescue stranded 
motorists. 

The news reports 
alert me to two acci¬ 
dents along my motor¬ 
way route so I choose 
an alternative road, 


deciding to join the 
motorway at a later 
junction, but the traffic 
is still snarled up. 

Roads are icy and inex¬ 
perienced motorists are 
incompetent. 

The height of the 
255bhp Landy provides 
an excellent view of the 
road ahead and when 
the roads allow, it easily 
overtakes the most frus¬ 
trating of dawdlers. 
Sports mode is a useful 
addition in these situa¬ 
tions. 

Despite its size it is a 
joy to drive and easy to 
manoeuvre. The eight- 
speed auto box is oper¬ 
ated by a simple dial 
that rises when the 
engine starts but the 
driver does have to 
remember to push the 
dial down slightly in 
order to engage the 
desired mode. 

Also, care must be 
taken when using sports 
mode because on re¬ 
selecting drive, it can 
slip into neutral if the 
dial is turned too vigor¬ 
ously. 

Steering wheel 
mounted paddle shifts 
allow it to be driven 
like a responsive manu¬ 
al, thanks to a ‘sequen¬ 


tial mode boosting sys¬ 
tem to increase the air 
density entering the 
engine’s cylinders’. 

This enables a corre¬ 
spondingly greater 
amount of fuel to be 
injected for increased 
power output. 

The traditional hand¬ 
brake has been replaced 
by a simple switch. 

Now usually I can’t get 
on with these but it 
seems easy enough for 
me to use so no com¬ 
plaints here either. 

The 45-minute jour¬ 
ney threatens to take 
double that time and so 
it is a joy to eventually 
hit the outside lane of 
the motorway and for a 
clear path to emerge 
ahead. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “This Land 
Rover Discovery marks 
a real step forward. 
Huge improvements 
were made to quality 
and durability and it’s 
packed with off-road 
technology designed to 
make it as good off¬ 
road as you’d expect of 
any Land Rover. 

“Sophisticated elec¬ 
tronics help with hill 
descent and can you 
alter the four-wheel 


drive for different ter¬ 
rains, while air suspen¬ 
sion means that the ride 
height can be raised and 
lowered at the push of a 
button. 

“A 2009 facelift 
brought a new engine in 
the shape of the twin- 
turbo 3.0-litre TDV6, as 
well as softer styling, a 
vastly improved interior 
and a larger selection of 
options, including a 
nifty camera system that 
gives a 360-degree view 
of the car. It remains 
one of the best 4x4s 
around.” 

As Land Rover’s 
marketing states: 

“Smart and sophisticat¬ 
ed, it’s elegant in the 
city and capable in the 
country.” I can vouch 
for that statement. 

3.0-litre turbo diesel 
V6 HSE luxury. 

New price range: 
£38,825 - over £57,750; 
Top speed: 112mph; 0- 
60mph: 8.8secs; 
Economy: 35mpg (extra 
urban); Road tax: £850. 

Watch the video at 
www. testdrives. biz 



Barry RFC Youth 
survive illness 
and injury to win 


BARRY RFC youth 
were away to Dinas 
Powys, a team they 
had beaten in this 
season’s home fix¬ 
ture, but due to the 
recent bad weather, 
snow, injuries and 
illness, the team 
that took to the field 
was going to be a 
lottery. 

Nonetheless coaches 
and management were 
pleased at the turn out 
with players coming 
back from injuries and 
studies. 

The home side howev¬ 
er were the first to put 
points on the board when 
their outside half moved 
off third phase posses¬ 
sion to find two forwards 
in the defensive line and 
cut through resourcefully 
to score under the posts 
for seven points; this was 
the only score of the first 
half. 

From the second half 
kick-off Barry won pos¬ 
session and retained pos- 

Bowls 

club 

available 

PONTYCLUN BC 
has vacant dates in 
its 2013 fixture list 
on July 20 (away) 
and July 27 (home 
or away). 

If your club is looking 
for fixtures on these 
Saturdays then please 
email our fixture secre¬ 
tary at: billmoning- 
ton@yahoo.co.uk. 

GT 


session for a number of 
phases, ending with Jake 
Goodfellow powering 
over the line for a for¬ 
wards-orientated try. 

Acting scrum half 
Jake Connelly, coming 
on for Emyr Byrne who 
was still struggling with 
‘man flu’, kicked the 
conversion. Playing bet¬ 
ter now Barry put pres¬ 
sure on Dinas who poor¬ 
ly cleared their line and 
from the resultant lineout 
a powerful maul and 
drive ended with Sion 
Vidal crossing for a 
score. This score was 
converted by substitute 
hooker Ellis Smith mak¬ 
ing it 7-14. 

Barry were now play¬ 
ing good support rugby, 
and winning lots of loose 
ball, and from possession 
won by the forwards, the 
backs played all hands to 
Luke O’Sullivan, playing 
out of position at centre, 
and he scored Barry’s 
third try. 

Youngster Josh Taylor 
made an appearance at 
second row and a stole a 
Dinas lineout with his 
first touch of the ball 
Barry cleared their lines 


with this gift and a bout 
of tennis kicks ensued. 

The kicking ended 
with Ellis Smith deciding 
to run from deep in his 
half and with the backs 
fanning out he moved the 
ball wide. Ellis managed 
to cut in on the end of the 
loop and gifted a perfect 
final pass to Sion Vidal 
who crossed for his sec¬ 
ond try; Ellis missed the 
conversion. 

Dinas did not give up 
and determined pressure 
by their backs succeeded 
in forcing an error by 
Flynn who laid a flat pass 
to the Dinas centre who 
intercepted and ran in 
under the posts. The final 
score was 26-14 to Barry. 

Squad: Blake Wall, 
Mathew O Sullivan, Brad 
White, Josh Taylor, Lucas 
Davies, Tom Adams, 
Kieran Davies, Sion 
Vidal, Emyr Byrne, Jack 
Legg, John Miles, 
Morgan Howells-Davies, 
Jake Connelly, Jamie 
Oaten, Ellis Smith, Luke 
O’Sullivan, Emyr Byrne, 
Jake Goodfellow, 

Mitchell Scott, and 
Nathan Harris. 


MM 

MILO MAN’S 
EASY WIN 

M ILO MAN , a five- year-old bay 
gelding owned by Mr and Mrs 
William Rucker and trained by 
Evan Williams at Llancarfan, won the 
Shoreditch Standard Open Flat Race at 
Taunton last Friday. 

Confidently ridden by Paul Moloney, Milo Man , 
a 10-1 chance who was making his racecourse 
debut, came home 25 lengths clear of GarryLeigh 
ridden by Tom Scudamore. 

BRIAN LEE 


SUPER SUB SENDS 
ROVERS THROUGH 


DESPITE the grim 
conditions at Bryn- 
y-don, Rhoose 
Rovers came from 
behind to inflict 
Cadoxton Barry FC 
B’s first defeat of 
the season with a 5- 
4 victory. 

The match was full of 
action as the Division 
Two heavyweights found 
it frustrating against a 
young Rovers side; 
unbeaten in their last four 
matches and growing in 
confidence. 

Rhoose started the 
brighter team and were 
head in the opening 
stages with a shot, par¬ 
ried from the keeper, 


finding its way to Vinson 
who showed composure 
in making it 0-1. 

The lead was no more 
than the visitors 
deserved. However, the 
home side came back 
hard and turned it 
around, via two comers 
and defensive mistakes. 
Both ended in goals for 
Cadoxton, making it 2-1. 

The Rovers battled 
hard after that and were 
rewarded when top scor¬ 
er, Barrett, turned 
provider for B agnail to 
slot home to make it 2-2. 

The second half saw 
roles reversed with the 
home side starting the 
stronger and taking the 
lead with a well worked 
goal; quick passing foot- 


Under- 16 A turn 
on the style! 


L L A N T W I T 
MAJOR under-16A 
fell behind to 
Penarth Town in the 
third minute but 
then raced into a 4-1 
lead, before Penarth 
scored a consola¬ 
tion. 

A special mention for 
Gabriel Oram who has 
been out for 7 months 
after knee surgery. This 
was his first game back, 
and he scored a fantastic 
and cmcial third goal and 
effected the game - fan¬ 
tastic to see him back, 
he's a real talent. 

A special mention also 
for the front five over the 
90 minutes which con¬ 
sisted of Richard 
Stevens, Luke Allinson, 
Gabriel, William Perkins 
and Jo Treharne who all 
had an impact on the 
game. 

This season the boys 
are playing a year up 


from their age level and 
so far they have now won 
4, drawn 3 and lost 3. 

The team has adapted 
well and are developing 
each game, much to the 
satisfaction of coaches 
Phil and Russell. 
SULLY V 
LLANTWIT 
MAJOR B 

It was a difficult day 
out for the boys on their 
trip to Sully, losing 
heavily with a depleted 
team. 

The only consolation 
was a brilliant volley 
from Tom Rawlings from 
the halfway line which 
David Beckham would 
have been proud of, 
while Tom also grabbed a 
second goal. 

However Amanda, 
Neil and the boys will 
have to put this down to 
experience and will be 
looking to get back to 
winning ways next 
Saturday. SC 


ball with a solid finish 
into the top comer of the 
net making it 3-2. 

The goals didn’t stop 
there as the ball broke to 
Rowe on the half way 
line. He carried it to 
within 25 yards of goal 
and produced a magnifi¬ 
cent save from the keep¬ 
er; the ball tipped onto 
the crossbar and back out 
into play. 

The ball, however, fell 
kindly to Barrett, beating 
the offside trap, and 
rifled in the rebound to 
make it 3-3. Barrett soon 
made it 3-4 with a com¬ 
posed finish at the near 
post, one that pleased the 
travelling fans and the 
manager. 

The visitors were in 
the ascendancy and were 
looking most likely to 
take the tie. However, the 
home team scored again, 
against the mn of play to 
make it 4-4. 

The match looked l ik e 
it was going to go into 
extra time and possibly 
penalties, until the final 
twist of the match 
unfolded. 

Rhoose broke and fed 
the ball out wide to 
Bagnall. He whipped it 
into the box where it was 
met by Baker who forced 
it past the keeper and into 
the net for 4-5. 

Team: Owain Price, 
Darren Price, Lee Dixon, 
Liam Byrne, Jonny 

Powell, Cory O’Toole, 
Nathan Baker, Chris 
Vinson, Matt Bagnall, 
Josh Rowe, Drew 

Barrett. Substitutes: Dale 
Trickett (50’), Matt 
Robinson (57’), Ashley 
Baker (65’), Sam Walsh, 
Luke Solomon. 

Rhoose Rovers are 
next in action this 
Saturday (February 16) 
against Pro Copy 

Athletic at Rhoose; kick 
off 2pm. AB 


Season’s darts 
champions 
are crowned 


ON Tuesday, 

February 5, this 
season’s men’s and 
ladies doubles 
champions were 
decided. 

At the Carne Arms, 
Simon Reader and John 
Izzard (Hare & Hounds) 
became the men’s dou¬ 
bles champions beating 
Noyle Burt and David 
Thomas (Cross Inn) 3-0 
in the final. 

Preceding this final 
there were two very tight 
semi-final matches that 
could have gone either 
way. On the same night 
at the Edmondes Arms, 
Daisy Repke and Pam 
Rosser (Carne Arms) 
became ladies doubles 
champions beating Trish 
Kinman and Annie Daley 
(Edmondes 'A') 3-1 in the 
final. 

Also on that evening, 
one of the snow can¬ 
celled league matches 
was played with 
Llanharry beating the 
Highwayman Inn 7-2. 

So with the Edmondes 
B players competing in 
the men’s doubles this 
allowed Llanharry to 
jump to the top of the 
table. 

Present league stand¬ 


ings: Llanharry (65 

points), Edmondes ‘B’ 
(61), Edmondes ‘A’ (50), 
Hare and Hounds (45), 
White Lion (40), Farmers 
Arms & Carne Arms 
(35), Cross Inn (31), 
Highwayman Inn (27), 
Old Post Ladies (25). 

On February 19 the 
quarterfinals and semi¬ 
finals of the men’s sin¬ 
gles will be played. At 
the Farmers Arms Dai 
Thomas (Edmondes 'B') 
plays Trevor Morgan 
(Edmondes 'A') and 
Steve Huish (Cross Inn) 
plays Steve Simmonite 
(Edmondes 'A') while at 
the Hare and Hounds; 
Mathew Pay (Edmondes 
'B') plays Cedric 
Simmonite (Edmondes 
'A') and Noyle Burt 
(Cross Inn) plays John 
Izzard (Hare & Hounds) 
- all matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and any enquires 
please e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts @ google- 
mail.com; up-to-date 
information on upcoming 
matches, league results 
and league table can be 
found on the web site: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 


PT 

Jenner Park hosts 
international 


JENNER PARK stadium in Barry will be 
hosting an international football match on 
Friday, February 22 when the Welsh 
College girls take on their English coun¬ 
terparts. 

The Welsh squad is managed by former Cardiff 
City start Cohen Griffith, and will feature a number 
of local girls who attended the Cardiff and Vale 
College, such as Lauren Price, Kelly Bourne, 
Kathryn Salter, Angharad Chown, Alicia Davies and 
Catherine Walsh. 

The match kicks off at 2pm and admission is free. 
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Unlucky for some TOYOTA 

but not at 


To 


•CWAURIS 



ALWAY S A 

BETTER WAV 






Reserve a new 
“13 Plate" Toyota 
today and get... 


0%APR 

m Representative' 


OR A FREE iPAD 



Plus uihen you order your a FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE' 

neui “13 plate" Toyota 
before 28th Feb you can 

choose 1 of 3 offers... OR A FREE 32" LCD HD TV 


Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road. Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 ^1 H 

Tel: 01656 858334 s 

www.toyotaworldbridgend.toyota.co.uk 


TOVOTA 

WARRANTY 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ 4 ComMitiW 

/ U**MM*-** U«p% 

✓ 24 Me41* 7 S«Men 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3 for 2 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


a 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 




This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

| Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

* Blinds 

• Shuners 

•Awnings SOlar 
•Canopies bHod$ 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^ Barry 01446 743267 



The GEM 01446 774484 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 

J55 4 COVERING ALL AREAS J 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

- Poor Reception Fixed 

* • OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
• Digital Aerial Installations 
^ ” Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caei 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE ^ 




ACORN 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your 
patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 




Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


D.P. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


or- 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 




Use the GEM to 
promote 
your business. 
42,000 
newspapers 
reaching 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

The GEM 

01446 774484 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

* Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

► Electric 

* Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


07791 752532 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


a 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Tel: (01446) 

710304 / 07792 733443 






Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


BUILD 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


fiV ^ 

x^Excel Sweeps Wb 

• Moryiid^ui j rr* 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


C/ear$GtP\ 

(imm'yjfakvp ( I 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


Jeme @ 
guildbfmastersweeps 


Tie GEM 

01446774484 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


barry-tod ay. co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co. u k 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




W If its wood 
R# - we're 

CARPENTRY m Y 9 00 ^ 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 

VfiLE CARPETS 

*7he (Zanfret Shofc 
that corner to- <you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 

Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ _Plus... _ 

Stain & Odour Removal 
FREE 

with carpet clean 

07930 157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 






Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ Commercial 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^^ee^imates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 


^ ‘Domestic and 


Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


MS Decorating 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 
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GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vww.gdsdoors.co.uk 


NH 


Painter & 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertakei 



www.nhdecorating.co. 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


John Clissett 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE |g|||n 

01446 750625 ‘fWV 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorator 


Professional & Affordable 




GXsxsftQ© ©[Mm® 


HEATH 


T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 



The 

GEM 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
_ If so phone for a free estimate and advice _ 

FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


01446 774484 



Gas 

Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


SO a u Jii-j siT 3 m d m 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 



• All electrical work undertaken 

• Fuse Board Replacement 

• Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY =, 
AVAILABLE g 

01446 733773 - 
07816 091425 — 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 



Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 



07891 965150 
01446 403072 


Dave Reffell 


Electrical Services 



j 1 j Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

Andrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @hotmail.co.uk 


M;HJ;1I;H 


• Washing Machines Electric 
— Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 


Barry 744117 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers mso 

fHH.i EEMW45EM 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


/ / s- _ /"mm ■ National Inspection Council for 

111 /| / | A III r\CC & Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 “I" Approved Contractor 
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v. . Garden & Landscaping Services 

fjf ! Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


info @ sardenandlandscaneservices.co.uk 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


mmcM* 


StRVCI RfPA 


*P**fS 


| MN It* StJMCe at ALU NOW AVAILABLE | 

Mod raafcM Mrvtotf and wptfrod 


•cite* jvwn twtoW I 

-47 Xi 


VW Bumhii Pm I, UMndOw, 
ComtndqeOmm 
Tut 61446 775602* 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 




BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 


and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 



Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Me 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 
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jW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 



m 






| P EDWARDS 


PLUMBING & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns ^ 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01444 790127 

not iiM«i »t > 


OT719MSS26 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


S.M.Vaughan 

MMERCI, 

A 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230T41 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


Established 1987 


ROOFING Ltd 

Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 



‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

Cal Dm w 

■m 0'44* 411*71 
AX*i 077*2*10*9* 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job j 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 




Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 


Slates & Tiled Roofs 
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Domestic & Commercial 
0 All Work Guaranteed 
Over 30 Years Experience 
Free No Obligation Survey 
Discounts given to OAP’s 


© 
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Driving School Ltd 

fp 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 


• Automatic Vehicles now available 

jgg] 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


<#£> ths-ss 0 


01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
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01446 

774484 


LANE WISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


jjjyJsslaj 


f Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 
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INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mi ni, Midi & Large 

B 1 Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 

_I_S & Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




Bill Foulds , 

Tiling Specialist ^ 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling 
Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


2 VVsUuui/Jij 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


TooaGa®® 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 


I 


CLASSICAL 
GUITAR 
TUTOR * 

RWCMD graduate 
Travels south Wales 
£25 p. h. 

Luc Morris 
BMus (Hons) 
07581291683 

lucwmorris@gmail.com 


01656720551 < Ji ilob J ail JlajjJuYsiJ 

07973 488806 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 

Saturday 
8am - 1pm 

REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 

ra— 

Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

100% Woe 

Mixed Waste or Stone 

2 yard £79 £65 

4 yard £105 £90 

5.5yard£ii5 £105 

8 yard £155 £140 

16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 



We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


khi] minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time 
to best suit you. 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete 
vehicle basis with all the factory components. 
All unsaveable vehicles disposed of in a correct 
and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 



SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 'S7 

We will beat any price localIvfor: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


^£SilbijJ3]j JlajjJuYsiJ 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote your 
business. 
Reach 
43,000 
readers 
and be seen 
on the web. 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


The 1 


BM 


01446 

774484 
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Vassiijl - 


Llancarfan Community Council 

Clerk to the Council 

From April 1, 2013, a vacancy exists for a 
part time clerk/responsible financial officer. 
Salary and expenses in accordance with 
agreed NJC rates. Duties are mainly 
secretarial, the clerk will work from 
home and attend meetings of the council 
when necessary. 

For full details and job description, please 
contact Mrs J Scott-Quelch, 2 Penylan 
House, Llancarfan, nr Barry CF62 3AH. 
Telephone 01446 781366. 


St.llltyd’s Day Nursery 

Llantwit Major 

Have the following 3 Nursery 
Nurse Vacancies: 

All positions are initially for 6 months; commencing 
April 2013. 1 at 30 hours, 1 at 40 hours with the 
possibility of becoming permanent, plus a third 40 
hour position to cover maternity leave. 

All posts are subject to an enhanced disclosure. 


For further details and an application form, please 
contact Angharad Evans (Manager) or Tricia Hooson 
I (Deputy Manager) on 01446 790178. 

■V Project Managed by: The Diocese of Llandaff Board 
for Social Responsibility - Reg Charity No. 1037922 




Lots of love from | 

Dad, Lisa, Katie, 

Matthew and Harriet x xx x 







for 14th Febraaiy 

Lots of love from 
all the family x x x 



Happy 30th Birthday 



on 18th February, 2013 
^ We ’ll celebrate 


this weekend! 
Lots of love, Mum. 




W A Brown Son 


Fun oral Directors 


di 


Cortadab* 24 tKur» a 

* Funird piFpiyntiil pin 
• MmikhM rr**Auivy 

PcmOrokc House, 

College Street, Llantwit Major 
01446 792 409 


r 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 
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BROOKS 

Nigel 

Suddenly, on January 30, in Cornwall, 

Nigel of Llantwit Major. Beloved son of Peter and 
the late Nannette, dearly loved brother of Natalie 
and Tony, much loved uncle of Joe, Sam and Ben, 
grandson of Glenys Fortt and nephew of Peter. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday February 18, service 
and cremation 12 noon at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in beu, if desired, to Holme 
Tower Marie Curie Centre c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




I LAWSON 

Margaret Eileen 

Peacefully on 9th February 2013 aged 75 years. 
Loving wife of the late Captain George Lawson, 
much loved mother to Paul & Maria, mother in 
law to Ann, grandmother to Hannah & Simon 
& close friend to Barbara & Bill. 

Will be greatly missed by all who knew her. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the service in the 
chapel on Friday 22nd February 2013 at 11am, 
followed by a committal service in The Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry at 
12 noon. Family flowers only please. Donations to 
Cancer Research Wales may be sent to Velindre 
Hospital, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF14 2TL. 



ALLAN 

Lewis 

Peacefully at Willowbrook Nursing Home, Cardiff on 
February 9, Lewis, aged almost 88 years, much loved 
husband of Eileen, loving father of Jennifer and 
Judith. Deeply missed. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday February 22, Service 
1.30pm at Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port 
Road East, Barry, CF62 9PX, followed by interment in 
Barry Cemetery at 2.00pm. No flowers by request, 
donations in beu, if desired, to The Alzheimers Disease 
Society c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




f* 8 BROWN 

Violet 

Peacefully on February 7 at Holme Tower Marie 
Curie Centre, Penarth, Violet of St Athan. Beloved 
wife of the late Douglas, dearly loved mother of 
Jennifer, Linda, Helen and Irene, a much loved 
grandmother, great-grandmother and mother-in-law. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Thursday February 21, service 1.15pm at 
St Athan Church followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to Ty Hafan Childrens 
Hospice, Wales c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 



r ROBERTS 

Reginald 

Peacefully on January 31 at UHW, Cardiff, Reginald 
of Trerhingyll, Cowbridge. Beloved husband of the 
late Marlene, dear father of Sara, devoted 
grandfather of Lowri, Michael and Madeline. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday February 19, service 
12.15pm at Ramoth United Free Church, Cowbridge 
followed by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 1.15pm Family flowers only may be sent 
to the Funeral Home, donations in lieu, if desired, may 
be sent to a personal choice charity. 



f^ 5 Ed Herman 



The day you left us was heartbreak and sorrow 
The day you left us we didn't understand 
The day you left us God had you by the hand 
That day was 10 years ago, 
no words will heal our pain 

Mum , Dad, Natts, Amelia & Annie 


PHILLIPS 

Evelyn May 

Suddenly on the 10th February, Evelyn (Lynne) 
of Llantwit Major. Dearly loved wife of the late 
Trevor and cherished mother of Alison, and a 
much loved grandmother of David, Anna, 
Matthew and Luke. A loving great grandmother 
to Olivia, Josh, Louis, Thomas and Sam. 
Resting at W.A.Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Friday 22nd 
February in St.Illtud’s Church at 1pm, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 2.15pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
Cancer Research UK c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only). 




FOUND: 

Locker/Padlock 

KEY 

Cae Stumpie, Cowbridge 
Friday, 8th February. 
Handed in to 
Glamorgan GEM office. 

Owner to collect please: 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL 
(01446) 774484. 


J0M\ 

^ARR\\ 

Self contained one 
bedroom furnished flat 

£75 pw 

Tel: 01446 407008 






5 YEAR OLD ALASKAN 
MALAMUTE LOOKS FOR NEW HOME 



1 am 5 years old, 
castrated, microchipped 
& vaccinated. 

1 am friendly, & very well 
house trained. My Mum 
& Dad will be very sad to 
see me move, & any 
potential home will need 
to be thoroughly vetted 
by them & AMCUK for 
suitability. 

Please contact amalamute96@yahoo.com for more information | 


« A/HuJas Jm 


Rise & Recline 
Electric Remote 
Control Chair 

In Green draylon, 
good condition. 

£200 

Tel: 01446 711454 

06 


MFI Cream Finish 
Bedroom Suite 

1 double wardrobe with 
mirror door, 1 double 
wardrobe & single 
wardrobe. 2 5-drawer 
dressers, two bedside 
tables, one double bed, 
headboard & ottoman. 
£200 

Tel: 07934 422986 7/8 


Single Pine Bed 

with mattress, easy 
assemble - £35 

Swivel chair 

‘Mastermind’ type, black 

£30 

Violin & Case 

medium size - £50 

01446 411639 7 



Re: 

Lily Buckland 
Deceased 

PURSUANT to the Trustee 
Act 1925 NOTICE is given 
that all creditors and others 
having any claims against or 
claiming to be beneficially 
interested in the estate of 
Lily Buckland late of 4 
Radnor Road, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan. CF61 2GR who 
died on the 5th day of 
November 2012 and grant of 
probate to whose estate were 
granted on 6th February 
2013 out of the District 
Probate Registry at 
Winchester in the High 
Court of Justice to Iris Jessie 
Grimes are required to send 
particulars in writing to the 
undersigned solicitors on or 
before 15th day of April 
2013 after which date the 
said administrator will 
proceed to distribute the 
assets of the deceased 
among the persons entitled 
to them having regard only 
to the claims of which they 
then have notice and shall 
not be liable for the assets of 
the deceased or any part of 
them so distributed to any 
person or persons of whose 
claims or demands they then 
have not had notice. 

DATED: 

14th February 2013 
Rigby Golding 
57 Staines Road West 
Sunbury on Thames 
Middlesex 
TW16 7AU 
Solicitors for the 
Administrator 


House 

Clearance 

Many household 
items, electrical 
goods and 
furniture. 

No traders. 
For more 
information 
please ring: 
07934 422986 



R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£650 

02920 704643 

‘Reliable Motor’ o6 


1997 

Mitsubishi 
Carisma Auto 

1800cc, only 70,800 miles, 
MoT, taxed, FSH, excellent 
runner, good condition. 

£650 ono 

01446 413140 o? 


02 Reg 

Vauxhall 
Corsa SXi 1.2 

3-dr, metallic silver, petrol, 
43,000 miles, taxed + MoT, 
one lady owner. 

£1695 ono 

0785 524 0035 07 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Thursday, February 14th, 2013 


Vale MP 
gets cancer 
debate go- 
ahead in 
Commons 


THE Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, secured a 
parliamentary 
debate to discuss 
cancer care in Wales 
and England, in the 
House of Commons 
on Tuesday. 

He has campaigned to 
push for improved cancer 
care and treatment in 
Wales and is concerned 
that survival rates and 
waiting times in Wales 
are not as good as in 
England and other parts 
of the UK. 

Mr Cairns highlighted 
that the Welsh 
Government has repeat¬ 


edly missed its own tar¬ 
get for treating urgent 
cases of suspected can¬ 
cer. 

He commented: 
“Evidence also shows 
that the Cancer Drugs 
Fund in England enables 
patients to have the latest 
treatments and medi¬ 
cines, which are not as 
readily available in 
Wales. 

“The Rarer Cancers 
Foundation has reported 
that people in Wales are 
now more than five times 
less likely to gain access 
to a cancer drug which is 
not routinely available 
than people in England.” 


Regional AM’s 
photo-call for 
‘lung’ exhibition 



PARROTT, Lib 
Dem AM for South 
Wales Central, has 
featured in a unique 
photographic exhi¬ 
bition to raise 
awareness of lung 
cancer, the most 
common cancer 
worldwide. 

In Wales alone, more 
than 2,000 people were 
diagnosed with the disease 
in the year 2010. 

One of a group of Assembly Members who had 
their photographs taken for the exhibition, she com¬ 
mented: “The work that charities such as the Roy 
Castle Lung Cancer Foundation do to both raise 
awareness and help local people with lung cancer 
should never be underestimated and I’m pleased to 
have helped out this exhibition.” 


Recycling crew’s 
chainsaw drama 


THREE members 
of the Vale 
Council’s recycling 
team were involved 
in a rescue drama 
when a resident fell 
out of a tree while 
using a chainsaw. 

The crew had fin¬ 
ished their collection 
round in Wenvoe on 
Monday, February 11 
and were driving along 
Port Road when a large 
branch fell to the 
ground, swiftly followed 
by the man holding a 
chainsaw. 

A council spokes¬ 
woman explained: 
“Driver Nick Kaye 
stopped their vehicle 
and, along with both his 
loaders Mark Adams 
and Anthony Wakefield, 
rushed to assist the man, 
who had landed by a 
ditch near some barbed 
wire.” 

Nick said: “We went 
into autopilot, using our 
first aid training and try¬ 
ing to keep as calm as 
possible. 


“Anthony slowly 
removed and turned off 
the chainsaw that had 
landed precariously 
close to the gentleman’s 
leg. Mark had run for 
the first aid kit in our 
vehicle, we rang 999 
and then dressed the cut 
on his cheek.” 

CCTV 

ARRESTS 

CCTV monitoring 
helped the police to 
make 11 arrests in 
Barry last week. 

They contacted the 
police on 46 occasions 
during the week ending 
February 10. 

On February 7, police 
arrested one person for 
allegedly being drunk in 
charge and two other 
arrests made for alleged 
theft on February 8 and 
9. 

Police made seven 
arrests concerning affray 
on February 10 and also 
arrested a person for 
vehicle interference the 
same day. 
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Athletic 
claim first 
double of 
the season 



ABOVE: Rod Apsee looks to 
offload to Aled Thomas. 
PICTURES BY GLENNSPORTS 


BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC 
recorded their first 
double in the 
Championship with 
a 29-3 victory at 
home to Whitland, 
crossing for four 
tries in a bonus 
point victory. 

Conditions underfoot 
were treacherous and 
heavy and it was diffi¬ 
cult to distinguish the 
mud caked sides in the 
second half. 

This made it all the 
more remarkable that all 
four Athletic tries were 
scored by the back divi¬ 
sion, with seasonal try 
debuts for half backs 
Aled Thomas and Steve 
Lewis and full back 
Jonathan Phillips. 

The first half was 
very even and keenly 
contested, with the heav¬ 
ier Whitland pack keep¬ 
ing the game tight and 
making the Athletic 
defence work hard. 

The first score did not 
come until the 25th 
minute. 

Hooker Simon 

Mustoe found lock 
Jonathon Stoker in a 
lineout on half way. 
Stoker tapped the ball to 
scrum half Aled Thomas 
who passed quickly to 
his partner Steve Lewis, 
who in turn handed on to 
centre Stuart Morris. 

The Athletic’s longest 
serving player and their 
answer to Paul Scholes, 
showed remarkable tim¬ 
ing of his pass to release 
full back Jonathan 
Phillips into a gap 
between the opposition 
centres. 

Once through the gap 
there was no catching 
the speedster who ran 45 
metres, outpacing the 
defence to cross in the 
corner. Steve Lewis 
added the conversion 
with an excellent kick 
from the touchline. 

Whitland fought back 
and the Athletic conced¬ 
ed a penalty at a ruck. 


Whitland full back 
Johnny Thomas showed 
he was no slouch with 
the boot, slotting over 
the penalty from 40 
metres. 

This 7-3 score line 
stood until half time 
with both side’s often 
pressing their oppo¬ 
nent’s try lines, but fail¬ 
ing to break two well- 
matched defences. 

In the second half, the 
Athletic’s superior fit¬ 
ness started to show. The 
front row of Liam 
Griffin, Simon Mustoe 
and Rod Apsee started to 
get the push on in the set 
scrums. 

Locks Jonathon 
Stoker and Griff Davies 
were giving the back 
division good line out 
possession. 

The Athletic back row 
were immense, with 
flanker Sean Williams 
showing leadership, No 
8 Sean Derrick making a 
number of trade mark 
ball carries while other 
flanker Ben Thomas 
turned in a man of the 
match performance in 
both attack and defence. 

It was the pack’s 
efforts that set up the 
victory by softening up 


the defence by pulling 
them in to stop drives at 
the line, and then releas¬ 
ing the Athletic backs to 
run at a tiring defence. 

Firstly the Athletic 
were awarded a penalty 
which Lewis slotted. 

The second Athletic 
try followed a 25-metre 
run into the Whitland 22 
by prop Rod Apsee. 

When halted, he 
slipped the ball to sup¬ 
porting scrum half Aled 
Thomas to cross under 
the posts for a try, con¬ 
verted by Lewis. 

Another forward 
surge saw the ball 
released to the backs. 
Outside half Steve 
Lewis took the wet 
greasy ball off his toes, 
sold a dummy and raced 
under the posts unop¬ 
posed - and then con¬ 
verted his own try. 

The final bonus point 
try came when wing 
Nick Hinton was halted 
on the left touchline. The 
forwards quickly recy¬ 
cled the ball, which 
moved along the 
Athletic back division 
for centre Tom Goodwin 
to bring full back 
Phillips into the line. 

Phillips drew the 
defence to put wing 
James Olds over in the 
corner for the bonus 
point try. 

Olds has been a reve¬ 
lation since his return in 
November from a period 
in Australia. In only his 
sixth appearance, he is 
now joint leading try 
scorer with three tries. 

This win carries on 
the league momentum 
set by the Athletic, 
amassing 15 of their 30 
league points in the last 
four fixtures. 

They need now to 
carry this on and look for 
a second league double 
when they travel to 
Cardiff next week to 
take on the Cardiff 
Metropolitan students. 

AB 
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Rod Apsee charges up the pitch. 


Local 
footballer 
in dream 
Welsh 
debut 



ABOVE: 


Wales have found a 

new star in St 
Athan’s Wes Burns. 

WES BURNS from 
St Athan enjoyed a 
dream debut for 
Wales at Llanelli 
when he scored the 
opener in a 3-0 win 
over Iceland under- 
21s. 

Wes, still just 18, 
showed a classy touch in 
the 78th minute by chip¬ 
ping keeper Runar 
Runarsson. 

Jonathan Williams 
and Robert Ogleby 
scored the other two 
goals. 

It is just weeks since 
Wes enjoyed his full 
league debut for Bristol 
City against Leicester 
City. 

Mules’ 

reunion 

this 

month 

KENFIG HILL 
RFC (The Mules) 
are celebrating after 
gaining promotion 
in each of the last 
two seasons and are 
now competing in 
Division One (West) 
in the WRU 
SWALEC League. 

The club has now been 
in existence for over 100 
years and during this 
period of time, numerous 
players have passed 
through the ranks and 
have gone on to achieve 
the highest honours in 
the game of rugby foot¬ 
ball. 

Once again, the man¬ 
agement committee is 
staging its annual event 
at the clubhouse: ‘A past 
and present players 
reunion’ on Saturday, 
February 23, commenc¬ 
ing at 1pm in the lounge 
bar, in conjunction with 
the television interna¬ 
tional match Wales v 
Italy (in Rome), kick-off 
at 2.30pm; big screen 
facilities and refresh¬ 
ments will be available. 

Replies to the follow¬ 
ing: Ray Giles, 44 Park 
Street, Kenfig Hill 
(01656 745252) or Tony 
Lewis, 2 Longlands 
Close, Pyle Bridgend, 
CF33 6LR (01656 
741771). 


Jordan put to the test 
at ICO Championship 


THE ICO English 
kickboxing open 
championships in 
Birmingham was 
the first competi¬ 
tion for Jordan 
Williams (15) of 
Scorpions 
Kickboxing club, 
Bridgend, after his 
success in the ICO 
Kickboxing world 
championships in 
Paris at the end of 
last year, where he 
won a silver medal. 

Jordan competed in 
two competitions, boys 
junior 13-17 year old 
and 60-65kg continuous 
and points. After a long 
wait Jordan competed 
early afternoon in the 
continuous competition, 
where he fought in three 
fights against some 
accomplished competi¬ 
tors. 

Jordan fought with 
poise and composure 
and dominated the first 
two fights, winning easi¬ 
ly. He controlled the 
fights from start to fin¬ 
ish, never letting his 
opponents a chance to 
get the upper hand. 

In the final it was 
much tighter as Jordan 
lost the first round and 
had his back against the 
wall. He came out strong 
in the second round and 


did not panic, control¬ 
ling the centre of the 
ring and out-boxing his 
opponent. 

This meant that the 
fight was a draw so a 
third round had to be 
fought. This was an 
issue, as Jordan had 
fought two previous 
fights and his opponent 
had only fought in one 
due to a bye. 

Nevertheless, Jordan 
dug in and fought 
valiantly, and his superi¬ 
or fitness shone through. 
The third round again 
was a draw, so the third 
official had to make the 
call who had won and he 
choose Jordan. 

So, with great relief, 
Jordan won gold and 
became English champi¬ 
on in his class. The ref¬ 
eree congratulated both 
fighters on the extremely 
high standard of the 
fight. 

Jordan then had to 
immediately leave the 
ring and step on the mat 
for his points fight; he 
had no break at all and 
went into the point fight 
extremely fatigued and it 
showed. 

He did fight with 
heart but his legs were 
tired and he ended up 
with a silver, which is 
outstanding considering 
what he had just done. 

Jordan qualified to be 
in the English world 


championship team this 
year in Bulgaria, but 
politely declined as he 
wants to fight for Wales. 
He will be fighting in 
Cardiff next month in a 
full contact fight, which 
he is very much looking 
forward to. 

His team are still 
looking for sponsorship 
so if any company would 
like to sponsor Jordan, 
please contact us on 
07887 565922 or e-mail 
ziggycfor@yahoo. co. uk. 

MW 



Jordan Williams. 


Bridgend chess 
round-up 


IN the 4th division 
of East 

Glamorgan’s chess 
league, Bridgend B 
lost to Cardiff 
Rookies. 

On board 1 Mark 
Jones was convincingly 
beaten by his opponent, 
and though Peter 
Ballytine continued his 
winning ways on board 
2, Andrew Divetta could 
only manage to draw on 
board 3. 

So, with both James 
and Anthony Williams 
losing on boards 4 and 
5, the final score was 
1.5 to 3.5 to Cardiff 
Rookies. 


In Division 2, 
Bridgend A, on 31.5 
points, were pushed 
down into third place by 
St Johns of Cardiff, who 
are now on 32 points 
after a fine 4-1 win over 
Penarth. 

Though Bridgend 
have a game in hand 
over St Johns, and 
should regain the second 
spot, both teams are 
chasing Barry Camelots, 
who have a score of 38 
points at the top of the 
table. 

For more information 
on Bridgend chess club 
visit www.bridgend- 
chessclub.com. 

MK 


Barry 

Tyre Centre 
Ltd 

Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 



A family owned business serving 
Barry for nearly 40 years. 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 


S - l- 

w 



Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE m HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS ImI BARRY CF634HU 
01446 737447 H 01446 745888 

www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk OPE 8 N 30 ff%z P m iday 

Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 




All major credit cards accepted 
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H leyshon FLINT & SONS 
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NEW RENAULT CLIO 

RESTART YOUR HEART 




The New Dacia Range 


w 


(1 < * r .-« «v i. i r<o*i f99 p« «iorr* 



Oada SandtfO «Iron 6129 w none!) 


Dado CXster • from £139 pot month* 



You do the maths 
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LEYSHON FLINT & SONS 

PENYFAI SERVICE STATION. TONOU ROAD. 6RIOOEND. CF31 4LL 
Tel 01056 649700 


50% OFF 


MOT ONLY £27.42 
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ALL MAKES AND MODELS 



ANY MAKE or MODEL SERVICE & MOT * 


ONLY £119.00 
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Main Dealer Quality, Local Garage Prices 
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I ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee I 

LLANHARAN’S TOM LANDS MARKET RASEN WINNER 


A T Market 
Rasen last 
week, 

Llanharan’s Tom 
David landed the 
CGA Foxhunter 
Trial Maiden 
Hunter Chase on 
the Sheila Crow 
trained eight-year- 
old Current 
Exchange. 

Tom had the chestnut 
gelding in a handy posi¬ 
tion throughout and 
drawing away in the 
closing stages, won by 
four-and-a-half lengths 
from French Canadian. 

Current Exchange, a 
winner of his first two 


point-to-point races last 
season, looks like going 
on to better things. 

Earlier in the day, 
Tim Vaughan’s Gallox 
Bridge, partnered by 
Richard Johnson, 
romped home a 14 
lengths winner of the 
Bulmers Golden 
Draught Novices Chase. 

Like Current 
Exchange, Gallox 
Bridge was well backed 
at 7-4, but those punters 
who backed him on the 
tote were rewarded with 
odds of almost 5-1! 

LONG TRIP 
PAYS OFF FOR 
TIM 

‘HAVE horses will 



V. 


LAN DOW 


1 Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 


travel’ is the motto of 
Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan, who sent his 
seven-year-old Hidden 
Identity on a 516 mile 
round trip to Carlisle 
last week. 

Ridden by J P Kiely, 
Hidden Identity ran out 
a 16 lengths winner of 
the European Breeders’ 
Fund Mares National 
Hunt Novices Hurdle. 

LUDLOW 

WINNER 

LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams’s love 
affair with Ludlow 
Racecourse shows no 
signs of abating. 

Last week he saddled 
his 43rd winner there 
when 17-2 chance 
Prima Porta came 
home seven lengths 
ahead of Mickie to win 
the Michael Lumsden 
Memorial Mares’ 
Handicap Hurdle. 

Seven-year-old Prima 
Porta was ridden by sta¬ 
ble jockey Paul 
Moloney, who is the 
leading jockey at the 
racecourse. Evan has 
trained more winners at 
Ludlow over the last 
five years than top train¬ 
ers Nicky Henderson 
(36) and Jonjo O’Neill 
(17). 

CHELTENHAM 
FESTIVAL 
EVENING 
ABERTHIN trainer 
Tim Vaughan and 
leading National Hunt 
jockey Richard 


Johnson will 
join racecourse com¬ 
mentator Tony Ellis 
and Gary Wiltshire on 
a star-studded panel at 
a Cheltenham Festival 
charity evening at Ton 
Pentre Football Club 
on March 4, commenc¬ 
ing at 7.30pm. 

Tickets for the event, 
sponsored by Betfred 
bookmakers, for the 
Injured Jockeys’ Fund 
and the Riding School 
For The Disabled, can 
be obtained from Kevin 
Moon. They cost £10, 
which includes a buffet. 
He can be contacted on 
07506952368. 

HORSE 

RACING’S 

STRANGEST 

RACES 

IF you can get hold of 
the book Horse- 
Racing’s Strangest 
Races - extraordinary 
but true tales from 
over 150 years of rac¬ 
ing history by Andrew 
Ward, then you are in 
for an entertaining 
read. 

It was first published 
in 1993 by Robson. I 
have often thought that 
with some of the odd 
point-to-point races I 
have witnessed in 
almost half a century of 
reporting on the Welsh 
hunt-racing scene that I 
could compile a book 
myself. 

However, I am still 
waiting for my book on 


Welsh horse racing’s 
great scandals and gam¬ 
bles to be published! 

If you have any mem¬ 
ories of odd or strange 
point-to-point races, I 
would be delighted to 
hear from you; email me 
with your news or views 
at hrianlee4@ virgin- 
media. com call me on 
02920736438. 

CHRISTIAN 
RETURNS TO 
WINNERS' 
ENCLOSURE 
Coity's Christian 
Williams, aged 30, was 
back in the winners's 
enclosure for the first 
time since the 2010-11 
season after winning 
the 32Red Handicap 
Chase at Uttoxeter on 
Saturday on the Dai 
Burchell trained 
Rebeccas Choice a 16- 
1 outsider. 

Never Say Die is the 
motto of Christian who 
knows all about the ups 
and downs of life as a 
National Hunt jockey. 

The ups include 
being placed in a Grand 
National and a 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
and winning the 
£100,000 
Boylesport.Com 
Cashback Chase at 
Cheltenham on Over 
The Creek. 

As for the downs, 
they are the two race 
riding accidents that 
have sidelined him for 
lengthy spells. A seri¬ 


ous shoulder injury in 
2007 may have cost him 
the ride on Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner 
Denman as he was rid¬ 
ing for champion trainer 
Paul Nicholls at the 
time. 

As it happened, fel¬ 
low Welshman Sam 
Thomas came in for the 
ride. Having ridden 77 
winners the previous 
season, Christian had 
been in the best of form 
when told that he may 
never ride again. 

However, the injury 
which occurred at 
Cheltenham in 
November 2010, when 
he broke both arms after 
being brought down on 
Beshabar when travel¬ 
ling like a winner was 
the most serious. 

Ironically, Beshabar 
went on to land the 
Scottish Grand National. 
Yet, once again, 
Christian, who has 
buckets full of courage, 
defied medical opinion 
and was back in the sad¬ 
dle albeit for just a few 
rides. 

Another operation 
beckoned so he was 
ruled out for another 
lengthy spell again. 

Christian used to 
come in for plenty of 
rides but when he 
returned to the saddle 
after his race riding 
accidents it seemed that 
those trainers which he 
had ridden winners for 
had forgotten all about 


him! 

EVAN'S 

WEEKEND 

DOUBLE 

After winning the 
opener at Kempton 
Park on Friday with 
Islandmagee, twenty 
four hours later at 
Uttoxeter, 

Llancarfan's Evan 
Williams was success¬ 
ful with Barrakilla. 

The former, ridden by 
Adam Wedge, won by a 
nose from Star Of 
Massini and went off the 
7-2 favourite while the 
latter, partnered by Paul 
Moloney, who started a 
15-8 favourite, scored 
by four-and-a-half 


lengths from Hassadin. 

TOM'S DOUBLE 

Llanharan's Tom 
David had plenty to 
smile about at the 
Silverton Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases at 
Black Forest Lodge 
last Saturday. 

He won the restricted 
race on 11-4 chance Joe 
The Trucker and the 
intermediate race on the 
4-7 favourite Fruit 
Fayre. 

Welsh champion rider 
John Mathias the the 
men's open race on the 
8-11 favourite The Vicar 
a former inmate of 
Venitia Williams's 
Hereford yard. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Fine** 
Ford Focus 
Ford Focus 
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www.wlckvanhlre.co.uk 



EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


VnttuiesTone 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Slit 1 Ut 

l?5,WW1S mt (61.M 

206.55« M fatpmt IN' fiE&St 

ZZVUYRI7 B W 07SO 

aswnm c1l5.no 

SPECIALS 


fMgfa 

2HV5SMtl4 »5 

001*17 An BM 

22V«M*l8JWf5U 


fw 

l64.*s 

lS5.t5 

c88.*s 

(10230 


GOOD/yEAR 


£* DVNLUB 


STANDARD TYRES tun 

_ A 

165/70TB13 . 

FROM ONLY 

175/70TRI4 

FROM ONLT 

175/65TR14 

FROM ONLT 

PERFORMANCE TYRES Iran 

I85/60HRI4. 

FROM ONLY 

I85/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY 

195/65HR15 

FROM ONLY 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES Irtw 

A 

185/55VR15 . 

FROM ONLY 

195/65VR15 ....... . 

FROM ONLY 

205/55VR16 

FROM ONLY 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMAHCE TYRES linn 

_ A 


EXHAUSTS B BATTERIES 

ft It famous a* MtmUAMttUMTVfatf 

EOt.95 |uid»sj iif. 14/.95 


PREMIUM SPECIALS 

tr 

y D HlKtntSm £03.50 

'95*160 it 15 II 

DUHLG S>r*|Cfne_ £0*4.95 


205/55WR16 . 

225/45WR17 . 

225/40WR18 . 

> Tout TTH SIZE IS NOT SHOWN 

Mt inciusm PRicn tnra no 


£ 30.50 


£38.50 


£39.95 


£ 48.95 

TR0M ONLY £48 .ts 
FROM ON Lf £49.95 
FROM ONLY £49 .95 

nUM CAU FOR A QUOTATION. 

EXTRAS! 



BARRY 

CanStT Road. Cadorton 

Barry AA 

0=63 2QW A 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

271 Pucwth Road 
Cardiff AA 
CPU 8TT TT 

029 20 382644 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY • FRIDAY 8.00am • S.30pm. SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major crewt caros accept*© 
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A.B SERVICE CENTRE 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At lo 
Competitive Prices berviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AI1 "? a i or 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 



W* JS! 
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07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi SRi (120) 
3-Dr. Beige, Diesel, FSH, Air Con, MFSW, 
CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 58k. 


£6,490 


07 07 FIAT Bravo 1.4 Jet Sport 5-Dr. 
Red, FSH, 6 Speed, Cruise & Climate 
Control, MFSW, Alloys, CD Player, 43k. 


£3,690 



56 07 FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 3-Dr. 
Blue, Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 45k. 


£4,290 



04 04 MERCEDES-BENZ SL Class SL55 AMG 
2-Dr 5.4 Convertible. Black, Auto Sat Nav, Black 
& Red Leather, Cruise & Climate Control, Parking 
Sensors, FSH, MFSW & much more, 66k. 


06 06 PEUGEOT 107 1 Litre Urban, 3-Dr. 
Yellow, 1 Owner, A/C, Insurance 
Group 1, E/W.C/L, 79k. 



£16,990 


09 09 SAAB 9.3 1.8i Linear SE 4-Dr. 
Blue, 1 Owner, FSH, Dual Fuel, Cruise 
& Climate Control, CD Player, MFSW, 
Parking Sensor, 81k. 


£5,390 


07 57 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-Dr. Red, 
Air Con, Bluetooth, Alloys, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 60k. 


£5,190 


07 07 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. Black, 
1/2 Cream Leather, Air Con, CD 
Player, FSH, Alloys, E/Windows, 72k. 


£6,790 



04 04 FORD Fusion 1.4 TDCi 2 5-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Air Con, CD Player, FSH 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 86k. 




09 09 AUDI A3 1.9 TDIE 5-Dr. Grey, 
Diesel, Sat Nav, 1 Owner, FSH, 
Climate Control. 6 Speed, Alloys, 83k. 


£3,390 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


_ £8,690 

SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



09 09 RENAULT Clio 
Sport 2.0 


£8800 



06 56 JAGUAR XJ6 2.7 1 
TDVi Sport Premium 

£14995|| 





06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue.£21,795 

08 58 AUDI A5 Quattro Sport. 23,560 miles, in black .£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles, In grey .£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDi. 45,000 miles in silver .£16,995 

03 03 PORSCHE 911.70,700 miles, in black.£16,644 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 DCi Sport. 53,540 miles, in grey .£12,495 

09 59 HONDA RF-V CTDi. 44,640 miles, in black .£11,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.4 Elegance Auto. 43,780 miles, in grey.£9,995 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6p. 13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

11 61 MIN116 One. 14,240 miles, in grey.£9,995 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior. 88,350 miles, in black.£8,999 

07 57 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi GT 5-dr. 60,870 miles, in silver.£8,495 

10 10 FORD Focus Style 1.6 TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,495 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black.£8,716 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 8,020 miles, in blue .£7,495 

09 09 FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,495 

04 04 BMW 5 Series 530D SE Auto. 79,570 miles, in silver .£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic 1.8 Sport Tiptronic. 19,000 miles.£6,995 

08 58 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 49,880 miles, in white .£6,795 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,695 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 86,195 miles, in Black.£6,419 

06 56 HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey.£6,181 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

07 56 SEAT Alta 1.6 Reference Sport. 43,520 miles, silver.£4,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta Zetec S TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red .£4,795 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red .£4,695 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206CC. 68,310 miles, in blue .£3,795 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa SXi 1.4. 75,430 miles, silver.£3,695 

07 07 RENAULT Megane Estate 1.5 Dei Dynamique. 76,540 miles, in silver.£3,695 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. 16,790 miles, in Tonic Blue.£3,495 

05 05 SEAT Ibiza 1.8 FR. 40,795 miles in red .£3,395 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Convertible 1.6 Dynamique. 49,165 miles, in silver.£2,995 

03 53 MGTF 1.8. 31,000 miles, in silver .£2,809 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk F0 iiowuson F acebookf] 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff - Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

If the dealer can do it, so can we! 


Factory Trained BMW & ATA Certified Technicians & Diagnostic Technicians 

The Vales only RAC Inspected German Vehicle spcoafist with up to dote factory training and factory aLfspfied cfcagnostic tooling 
Our servlcae are used by the local cloatore tor Dagnoedcs and ECU Repairs iSyrrw Sinclair. 01 ck Lovett Strsrtstone are al our customers) 

The Technical Specialists for Advanced German Vehicles 

5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

c»ii ci«t* « M»itm on 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantgarde 

In ice blue, full learner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£4,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 miles, 

rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£7,495 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, a/c, 

alloys etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

10 MITSUBISHI Colt 13 CZ2 5-Dr. In met blue, 25,000 

miles, low road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 
only .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Privilege 5-Dr. In met black, 27,000 

miles, top of the range Clio at.£4,995 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met blue, 
47,000 miles, alloys, CD etc.£4,995 


53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 
leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

07 NISSAN Micra 14CC Urbis. In met burgundy, 33,000 

miles, low running costs, convertible .£4,295 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In 

orange/silver, 35,000 miles with a/c .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VW Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles with a/c, 

c/d, etc.£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with black 
leather, 83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG .. 

.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low insurance + 

£30 road tax, with sun roof.£3,795 

05 FIAT Panda 1.3 4x4. In red, 47,000 miles, sporty 

economical 4x4 at .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 

silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 
silver, 24,000 miles.£3,495 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and black, 

45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

52 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 GS 5-dr. In silver, 
ideal diesel 4x4 at .2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 33,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 
insurance.£2,695 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. in met silver, 2 

owners, low insurance .£2,695 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 88,000 
miles, fantastic MPG .£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 

miles, air con etc.£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 
miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



56 JAGUAR X-Type 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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‘WE’VE GOT THE MONKEY OFF OUR BACKS AT LAST!’ 

Relief as Wales break cycle of 
defeat: is this the turning point? 


- BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 


Q 


“It’s a great privilege to be here to see Wales 
display such guts and team effort... to come 
here with all the pressure they’ve been 
under and win... It’s a great, great night for 
Welsh rugby” - England World Cup winning 
coach-turned TV studio pundit, Clive 
Woodward. 

“This is special. We’ve got the monkey off 
our back, and we’ll kick off now” - Welsh 
captain Ryan Jones, who had put in a tower¬ 
ing performance only narrowly trumped by 
official man-of-the-match Leigh Halfpenny, in 
the 16-6 triumph over France in Paris on 
Saturday, 

T HEIR comments underlined that 
the real significance lay, not in the 
scoreline alone - important though 
it was in the short term for Six Nations 
placings - but that it could yet have a 
profound psychological effect on a group 
of talented young players who seemingly 
had lost their way (and their collective 
confidence) in the wake of eight succes¬ 
sive defeats. 

A new low point had been reached in the 
dire first half of the 22-30 loss to Ireland in 
Cardiff the previous week, but the team’s 
courageous second half fight-back, though 
falling just short in the end, had given fresh 
hope of a gradual turn-around in Welsh for¬ 
tunes - if only they could continue as they left 
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off against an equally under-fire French 
camp still smarting from their surprise defeat 
at the hands of ‘lowly’ Italy. 

Even aside from fears of a Gallic backlash, 
it was never going to be an easy task for any 
Welsh team in Paris, particularly one strug¬ 
gling for form, and the record books gave the 
travelling contingent cold comfort. 

The Dragon had prevailed on only 18 out of 
44 clashes in France, and the cockerel had 
crowed exultantly on seven out of the last ten 
clashes between the two - including, of 
course, that contentious 9-8 result in the 2011 
Rugby World Cup semi-final. 

(In Cardiff; the statistics are almost exactly 
reversed, France having won in the Welsh cap¬ 
ital on only 17 of 47 occasions ). 

Overall results confirm the nip and tuck 
nature of the rivalry that began on March 2, 
1908 with an emphatic 36-4 Welsh win in 
Cardiff - and over 92 tests, France had 
amassed a total of 1,345 points to Wales’ 

1,332 before the latest nail-biter at Stade de 
France. 

NERVOUS TENSION 

Inevitably, with such intense off-field pres¬ 
sure on both sides to perform and claw their 
way out of the Six Nations basement, nerves 
were visible from the start, with caution the 
order of the day in greasy conditions that in 
any case ruled out any realistic prospect of 
expansive play. 

A stream of handling errors, some forced, 
but most unforced - with ball spilled in con¬ 
tact, knock-ons, and other frustrating failings 
at critical moments - set a stop-go pattern 
that would stay to the end of a dour struggle 
on a churned-up, rain-soaked turf that made 
the Millennium Stadium’s infamous pallet 
surface look like a pristine grass court at 
Wimbledon in comparison! 

With forwards struggling to keep their foot¬ 
ing in the set-pieces, even Wales’ tight head 
rock, Adam Jones, surprisingly fell foul of a 
referee who, like the rest of us, could proba¬ 
bly only guess at what was happening in the 
dark recesses of the scrum! 

Even so, Welsh pressure in the opening few 
minutes saw them get a chance to take an 
early lead when outside half Dan Biggar tried 
a snap dropped goal which fell short - and in 
fact, it was France who went ahead through a 
penalty by outside half Michalak. 

Wales hit back three minutes later, when it 


was France’s turn to be penalised and 
Halfpenny made no mistake to level the score 
at 3-3 - which stayed the same at half time, 
thanks to Ryan Jones turning over the ball to 
halt an attack near his own line when the 
French had another clearcut chance to score. 

Almost immediately after the changeover, 
Welsh scrum half Mike Phillips suddenly 
broke away from a breakdown and with the 
defence back-pedalling frantically, it led to a 
second penalty for Wales, which Halfpenny 
again calmly slotted over to inch Wales into a 
6-3 lead. 

A mistake by Biggar, who otherwise had a 
sound game at pivot, resulted in a lineout to 
France and an attempted drop goal when a 
three-quarter thrust seemed the obvious 
option. 

The kick sailed well wide of the uprights, to 
graphically underline both Les Bleus’ 
uncharacteristic lack of invention and their 
excessive caution, clearly fearing another 
defeat following the loss to Italy - knowing it 
was something their impatient home crowd 
would not countenance! 

Michalak brought them relief with a second 
penalty to level the score at 6-6, but then, 
with just eight minutes to go to full time, 
came the one moment of magic that illumi¬ 
nated the game. 

Biggar cleverly lofted a ball towards the 
corner touchline where wing George North, 
who until then had played a restrained role, 
concentrating like his team mates on a 
defence-orientated game plan, claimed it in 
mid air and powered through would-be tack- 
lers for a remarkable game-changing try. 

It prompted an admiring Clive Woodward 
to comment later: “ He’s a Lions’ winger for 
me”. 

COUP DE GRAS 

The ever-reliable Halfpenny stepped up to 
send his conversion attempt sailing over the 
crossbar and then, with just over five minutes 
to go, applied the coup de gras with a magnif¬ 
icent penalty kick, to take the game beyond 
French reach at 16-6. 

At the final whistle, the disciplined restraint 
that had marked a robust, if not classic, 

Wales performance, built on resolute defen¬ 
sive foundations, was replaced by joy and 
relief on the faces of both players and the 
under-fire coaches standing in for head coach 
Warren Gatland. 



TOP, from left: George North goes 
over for the game’s only try and then 
celebrates with a two-fisted salute. 
ABOVE: skipper Ryan Jones on the 
charge in one of his best performances 
for Wales. 

BELOW: Man-of-the-match, Leigh 
Halfpenny, he scored 11 of his team’s 
16 points with the boot. 



victory. 
Now Leigh 
Halfpenny 
and the rest 
of the team 
have been 
given the 
nod to line 
up again 
against 
Italy next 
week. 





Beaming interim head coach, Robert 
Howley, said: “We knew we had not become a 
bad team less than a year after winning the 
Grand Slam. This will give us belief, and we can 
go on to the next game in Italy in two weeks ’ 
time with confidence.” 

Man-of-the-moment, George North showed 
the liberating effect the result had already 
had on the mindset of the players when he 
insisted: “The title race is not over yet. There’s 
still a lot to play for and achieve”. 

Yes, a game that just had to be won, and no 
matter that it was hardly a vintage Welsh dis¬ 
play. 

In truth, it was never going to be that, 
given the difficult backdrop to the match for 
both teams, but it will, nevertheless, rank 
high as an epic backs-to-the-wall encounter, 
even if it was not, as Woodward implied, the 
most important in Welsh history. 

Now the teams have a brief respite. Next up 
is Italy in Rome on February 23, followed by 
the Scots (who crushed the Azurri 34-10 on 
Saturday) in Edinburgh on March 9. 

If those two obstacles are safely surmounted, 
on the road, then comes the big one - back 
home at the Millennium Stadium, on March 
16, against title-chasing England - who con¬ 
quered Ireland in a bruising 12-6 encounter 
on Sunday in Dublin. 

What another epic clash that promises to be! 













































